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State of nation poll shows PM as ‘just another politician’ Jobs likely to 

Blair bubble bursts 
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T OVY BLA3»'S ' 
honeymooa 
witb Ibo voters 
is over and a 
disaBbcted deo- 
torate is begin- 
ning to view 
'him as just another politi* 
clan, according to ttie lstest 
Guardian/ICM opinion p(dl 
published today. 

The estraoidinary babble 
of popaiailty sorroondingthe 
Prime Minister, which broke 
records in the aftermath of 
Labour's landslide victory, 
has now burst 
The poU Aows that his pei> 
sonal ratings, particularly 
those for honesty and onpa- 
thy with the voters, have 
pinmnurted to levels more in 
keeping with ratings fto- past 
Pri^ Ministers. 

The survey shows that Mr 
Blair’s pexwHiality rating has 
tumbled firom an unrealistic 
80 per cent to 60 per cent, stHl 
a high figure. But his advisers 
will be more concerned by a 
knock to his reputation for 
personal honest, empathy 
and toughness. 

His ratings — particulariy 
when respondents were asked 
whether he is “more honest 
than most politicians” — 
have come down to levels sim- ' 
£Lar to those enjoyed by John 
Major, although Mr Blair Is 
seen as being more in touch 
with voters' concema. Mr 
Blair can also take some com- 




Tcmy Blair and Chexie at the fasaral service fbr ‘discount Bothezmere at St Slide’s in Fleet Street yesterday. 


fiat firom the fiact that the 
50 per cent of voters who see 
him as "havihg more style 
thaw substance" has not risen 
iwarlrflHIy doTing the p2gt 12 
months. 

But if the pdl shows Mr 
HTftir mining down to earth, it 
also shows that the Conserva- 
tive leader. William Hague, 
has yet to ^ off the ground. 
It is dear trosa the detailed 
results that support 

for the Prime Minister is the 
result of disaffection with pol- 
iticians rather than voters 
switching aPe^ance. 

Mr Hague appears to have 
uttie progress in the , 
iaa» year and barely regis- 
tered with those questioned. ! 
The only Hague attribute 
mentioned repeatedly (by . 


43 per cot of those ques- 
tion^ is arrogance. This 

Amting is imitarUnaH by the 

&ct that only one in ten vot- 
ers bdieve .the Conservatives 
will be returned to power at 
the next dectton. Most be- 
lieve they will be out of power 
fbr at least anofiier nine 
years. 

ITm annual Guardian/ICM 
“state of the natjon" survey 
shows that Labour’s hard- 
won reputation fbr being the 
beat party to wawaga the 
economy has also taken a 
sharp Vnnrv Only 36_per cent 
of voteis apee. a fitll of 15 
points. Britain Is also seen by 
increasing numbers as be- 
coming a less equal society. 

But desp^ growing talk of 
recession, redundandes and 


VDlatOe stock markets, most 
voters say their own fiunDy 
Ananma have improved or 
stayed the same. The prqpor- 
tlm of voters whose temily fi- 
nances have worsened 
I remains roughly the same at 
j 28percent 

! The poll also shows that 
j Labour has axTested the de- 
I rfina In confidence in the , 
I National Health Service and ' 
i schools. There was a dn« | 

' 18 pniTTta in the niiTnhftr gf , 
I voters who bdieve that hospl- 1 
tals are getting worse, and a 
I grnaUBT Jhll Of SVC poluts in 
' toe' number who think emuU- 
tfims in schools are going 
dawnbiO. 

Bnt the dectorate Is stin a 
long way from being con- 
vinced that the NHS and edu- 


cation system are actually im- 
proving. The effects of 
labour’s pnanlse of an extra 
£40 billion for these services 
over the next three years has 
yettobelblt 

Labour voters in particular 
have become convinced that 
the school systen is improv- 
ing Cup 14 points to 42per 
cent), and 21 per cent believe 
It is worse (down 

seven points). On the NHS, 
Labour voters are only 

aU^Hy mrtro 

The state of the nation sur- 
vey, whi^ iisiTR votersto give 
toeir verdict on toe perfor- 
mance of toe party leaders 
and the Government on 
twAtve key indicators, also 
shows a narrowing split in 
public opiziion on Burope, 


PHOrrOQRAPIt GRAHAM TlJR^ER 

and rising coacem about food 
safety. 

McKithly polls show Labour 
eiuoying a 19 point lead over 
the Tories. The September fig- 
ures are: Labour 48 per cent 
(up one); Ccmsezvatives 29 per 
cent (down two): Lib Dems 
17 per cent (no change) and 
others 6 per cent (up two). 

ICM interviewed a random 
sample of l.l'TS adults aged 
over 18 by telephone between 
September 4 and 6 1998. Inter- 
views were conducted across 
the country and toe results 
have been weighted to the 
profile of all adults. 

Pott detaBft, pag* 5 and on 
tfift Guardian** wftfaftitft at 
heipa//www guardlan.cp.Mk; 
Laadar comnMol, page 9 


How Real IRA were pushed into ceasefire 




Irish police turned blind eye to 

crucial meeting of army council 


JehnMdHin ^ 
hglMid O W i 9»p onclc> « 

P OLICE in Ireland were 
Instructed to aBow the 
Real IRA's army coun- 
cil to meet without fear of ^ 
rest as tlm Irish government s 

behind-tbe-sceiiee ' to 

piwh the breakaway group 
into announcii® a c^mfire 
reached a successful diznax 
eariyyeeterday. 

Bertie Ahem, li ^ 
minister, had appoint^ Mar- 
tin Mansergh, his spemm ad- 
viser on Nortteffn Bggd, 
and Fr Alea 

priest to liaise with a»h^ 

line terrorists rewcmsible tor 


the murder o£ 29 people in 
Qmag h last monto.' The Brit- 
ish goveniment was kQJt'iSr 
formed of the secret 


the Real IRA's 
agt gtamPTit of a oMIlDlflte cesss- 

tton came Just befiue 2am yes- 
terday after its seven-strong 
leadership met on Monday 
ni phf in Co Louth, both gov- 
gy nwiawts were antidpattne 
it They immediately gave It a 
cautious welcttne. 

Gardal had the Re^ I^;8 
leadere unto roand-the-clfi^ 
surveiilanee. TTie group mdt 
cated to the Irish government 
last weak it was at ^ 
to declare permanent Hs su- 
penslon of violence, an- 


nounced three days after the 

Omai^ bonbise. Kit h toared 

it was liable to mass arrest if 
it lOdt to finalise the move. 

. The anti-terrortst laws, 
last wedc after the re- 
call oS both Paiiiaments, may 
now be held in reserve. There 
Is speculation that this could 
mwifi the Raal IRA’S leader 
ana fbunder wSL remain at 
lai^ 

Tbny Blair’s approadi yes- 
terday edboed tlte reaction of 
Mr Ahern. The emphasis was 
back'<m bunting down toose 
hfthind toe Om^ atrocity 
rather than on the mass 
round-up 25 iRflrilTig mem- 
bers of the Real IRA under the 
newleglaiatioo. 

Mr Blair emphasised those 
convicted of the bombing 
would serve fiilL prison sen- 
tences. He said th^ would be 
ineligQ>le the acederated 


early release programme in 

toe Good Friday Agreement 

Both Mr Manser^ and Fr 
Reid were invcdved In negotl- 
atloDs which led to the IRA’s 
first ceasefire in 1994. It is 
thought ^ Reid h^ direct 
contact with Real IRA 
members. 

After toe Real IRA an- 
nounced itssuspension <£vio- 
lence pending conffliHatinn, a 
subsequent meeting In Co 
Ctoe failed to readi a condlu- 
aton- on whether to eazi a 
ceasefire. Both governments 
then pushed ahead with “dca- 
conian" legislation. 

Mr Ahem used the new leg- 
UaAftn as a lever to secure 
the ceasefire. 

Members of the Reel jra, 
and its political wing, the 32- 
County Sovereignty Commit- 
tee, also received an ultlma- 
l imi ft wm tViA IRA. In a CO* 


ordinated operation last 
we^ each was Visited by un- 
masked IRA men who read 
out an army council state- 
ment It gave them two wedcs 
to <«ahafid. Some cf the visi- 
tors said they would othe^ 
wise be shot 

Honrs after the Omagh 
brnnh, Gerry Adams, Sinn 
Fain president condemned a 
repuhtlcan atrocity for toe 
flr^ time. His coll^gne, Mar- 
tin MCGoinness, called on the 
Real IRA to disband. 

Those present at the meet- 
ing in Dundalk included toe 
Real IRA’s chief of staff; who 
founded the group last year 
after quitting the IRA, Ttoere 
he was quartennaster-gen- 
eraL 

He was opposed to Sinn 
Fein's participatimi in toe 
multi-party negotiations at 
tnm to page 2, column 7 
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crisis comes 
to a head 


NlekHopIdns 
and mehsal White 


T he crisis at the Royal 
Opera House is ex- 
pected to come to a 
head today when the 
chainnan. Sir Colin South- 
gate, makes a “significant 
announcement” on the 
future of the troubled 
company. 

Sir Colin convened an 
emergency bo^ meeting 
yesterday to ratify propos- 
als which have been agreed 
with the Arts CounciL and 
the Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport. 

Speculation about the 
plans was rampant last 
night, and included sugges- 
tions that the opera house 
was being forced into 
liquidation. 

However, Covent Garden 
Insiders said that there was 
no question of permanent 
closare of the company. 

Instead, sources said that 
an agreement had been 
reached on changes to the 
management structure, 
which could give more 
input to the Arts Council 
andtheDCBlS. 

It is believed the plans 
could involve further 
redundancies, but has not 
jeopardised the ROH’s 
autumn season at Sadler’s 
Wells. 

The ROH said the news 
black-out would remain 
until a staff meeting at 
Conway Hall this morning. 

It is known that Mike 
Morris, head of personnel 
at the ROH, has drafted let- 
ters for all staff. 

One source said that staff 
would be told that they 
would have to agree to 
abandon restrictive work- 
ing practices. Bnt even if 
staff agree to the manage- 
ment plan, some are certain 
to lose their jobs. 

A source at the opera 
house saito “Sir Colin will 
be announcing big changes 


which have come about 
following discussions with 
the Arts Council and the 
DCMS. 

*‘An agreement has been 
reached. The announce- 
ment will be fairly positive 
fbr the company, but some 
people will see it os a bad 
result.” 

The source said that Sir 
Colin did not Intend to 
stand down, and that priva- 
tisation was not on the 
agenda. 

“We are looking forward, 
and hopefully we are going 
to open Covent Garden on 
time in December 1999. Sir 
Colin will not be resigning 
his post.” 

Sir Colin has been fight- 
ing to save the ROH from 
b^kmptcy and it appears 
he may have pulled the 
company back from the 
brink. 

Some senior staff at the 
ROH were told weeks ago 
that they would all be made 
redundant, and that the 
company was beii^ forced 
into liquidation. 

If a workable agreement 
has been reached; then 
today’s annoucement by Sir 
Colin could herald a new 
era fbr the opera bouse, 
ending the fend which 
arose between the board 
and Mr Smith, 

The position of toe opera 
bouse became even more 
precarious in July with 
publication of Sir Richard 
Eyre’s report into London’s 
opera and ballet crisis. 

Sir Richard, former direc- 
tor of the National Theatre, 
accused board members of 
Incompetence, elitism and 
snobbery, and said Covent 
Garden was wasting “a six 
figure sum” every year by 
giving p ol itieifluff “glit- 
terati” free tickets. 

Following Sir Richard’s 
report, Mr Smith said there 
was no possibility of a 
rescue package unless the 
ROH ”pnt its house In 
order.” 
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USobsessions: A beleaguered president, a triumphant baseball player | Britain’s 

poor are 
worse off 
than ever 



Mark McGwire swings bb bat record-«qiiaUhig himte ran nxDuber 61 on Monday nisbt. The ball hit for uioiiber 62 eoDld 1)e worth $1 inUSiMi 
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Clinton to plead with 
party not to desert him 


Martin ftetUe In Washhigton 


A BESIEGED Bill Clinton 
will i^ead for support 
from senior Demoo^ts 
today as the White House 
mounts an increaslngjy des- 
perate attempt to prevent the 
report on the Monica 
Lewinsky affair sweeping the 
president from oCClce. 

With Washington on red 
alert for the publication of 
prosecutor Kenneth Starr’s 
report. Mr Clinton hse sum- 
moned Democratic leaders in 
the House of Representatives 
to an emergency White House 
breakfast meeting today 
where he wiD plead with his 
party to stand by him. 

The hastily arranged pri- 
vate meeting with the House 
Democratic leader. Richard 
Gephardt, and his lieuten- 
ants. with whom the Clinton 
administration has often bad 
strained relations In the past, 
comes as support continues to 
ebb fr o m the president amid 
signs that the Lewinsky afikir 
is threatening Democratic 


chances in November’s mid- 
term elections. 

Another key political ally 
delivered a personal attack on 
Mr CUnton’s sexual behav- 
iour yesterday. Senator Bar- 
bara Boxer of Califbmia, a 
long-time supporter whose 
daniditer is the president’s 
sister-in-law. told the Senate 
that Mr Clinton’s behaviour 
was "wrong", "indefensible" 
and "immoral”. 

Mr Starr is expected to pull 
no punches in its report on 
Mr Clinton’s sexual miscon- 
duct The Senate Republican 
leader. Trent Lott said the 
report was expected within 
the next two we^s. 

He will meet Mr Clinton 
tomorrow with Senate and. 
House leaders from both par- 
ties. The presidential spokes- 
man. Mike McCurry, con- 
flrmed that the Lewinsky 
crisis will be discussed. 

Lott yesterday scoSbd at 
a request 1^ Mr Clinton’s law- 
yers for an early look at the 
report “Why should they get 
special treatment?" be asked. 

The request came as 


rumours jdiounded that the 
White House would resort to 
spoiling tactics to delay the 
impact of the report which is 
due to be considered Qrst by 
the House judiciary oommU- 
tee. But there was speculation 
that Clinton lawyer David 
Kendall, claiming precedent 
from the Watergate crisis of 
1974, would try to ensure the 
report is first submitted to a 
judge, rather than Congress. 

In another key meeting 
later today. House leaders, in- 
cluding Mr Geptterdt and the 
Republican Speaker, Newt 
Gingrich, will attempt to 
hammer out a bipartisan 
framework under which 
Henry Hyde, the Republican 
chairman of the House judi- 
ciary committee, can receive 
the report from Mr Starr. 
Both sides have agreed in 
principle that some House 
rules should be lifted in order 
that the report can be consid- 
er^ in time for the scheduled 
end o( the Congressional ses- 
sion. set for October 9. 
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Fan frenzy for $1 m catch 
- but here’s the catch 


Martin Kettle In Wa sh ington 


A S AMERICA wondered 
whether its new base- 
ball superhero. Maxic 
McGwire, might hit a re- 
cord-breaking^ G2nd home 
run of the season, tons in 
the 45.000 capad^ Busch 
stadium in St Louis were 
last night weighing the pos- 
sibly crippling price of 
their own moment of fame. 

If the record-breaking 
ball rockets from 
McGwire’s bat towards the 
crowd, some daredevil fan 
will throw himself into the 
melee and come up clntch- 
ing a ball that could be 
worth as much as a million 
dollars. 

By law, a baseball that 
leaves the field of play be- 
comes the property of who- 
ever catches it. Even rou- 
tine hits into the crowd 
spark a fienzy. To deter 
hoaxers, the St Louis Cardi- 
nals are using specially im- 
printed balls fbr pitches to 
McGwire. 


But catching the ball 
would be the first of several 
hurdles facing the "Indcir*’ 
fan. As McGwire has 
neared the record, success- 
ful Cons have been donating 
balls back to “Big Mac” in 
return for signed memora- 
bilia. season tickets and thh 
chance to be pboh^raphed 
shaking the mightiest right 
band in America. 

The trouble with the 62nd 
ball is that It will be too 
valuable to return to 
McGwire. An anonymous 
bidder in New York has of- 
fered Slmillion (£600.000) 
fbr it and plans to anetton 
the ball for Latin American 
human rights work. But 
the fan who catches the ball 
could face a m^ive tax 
bill in return for mishan- 
dling his brief moment of 
glory. 

Tax experts say the 
catcher will have several 
options, few of them cheap. 
□ If he keeps the ball he 
will pay no tax. but the ball 
will become taxable when 
he dies. 


□ If he sells the balL he 
will owe tax on the profit. If 
he sells for a million dol- 
lars. he win owe 39.6 per 
cent of the proceeds to the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS)- D If he gives the ball 
badlc to McGwire. 40 per 
cent gift tax is payable be- 
cause the ball is worth 
more than $625,000, the 
IRS’s lifetime allowable 
gift-tax credit. On a mii- 
lion-dollar ball, $150,000 
would be payable on the 
taxable $37^000 excess. 

□ The only way to avoid 
tax entirely is to gdve the 
ball to charity. The charity 
conld then auction the bail 
tax-free. 

The IRS has been repeat- 
edly chastised for its insen- 
sltivity. Yesterday it 
refhsed to say whether it 
would turn a blind eye to 
the fate of ball number 62. 

*‘I can confirm your 
understanding of how the 
gift' tax works.” was all a 
spokesman woold. say. 


Mallliaw Engel, page 15 


Minsters to crack down on NHS ‘fat oaf pay-offs 


David Brflndia, Social 
Sorvlces Conrespondant 


IINISTERS are to 
(crack down on "fat 
I cat” pay-offs for NHS 
managers, after the Guardian 
revealed that a health trust in 
Comwail had been contem- 
plating a £350.000 payment to 
its chief executive. 

Alan Milbum, Health Min- 
ister, said last night the 
reDected an "unacceptable” 
state of aOairs brou^t about 
by trusts’ ability to do as they 
pleased under the last govern- 


ment "There is dear evi- 
dence that some trusts have 
abused their powers by giving 
a few senior manners overly 
generous contracts ofemploy- 
Eoent”hesaid. 

"The Government is now 
considering what it needs to 
do to ensure the end oflht cat 
settlements to the NHS." 

The issue of pay-offs for 
senior trust managers Is 
highly topical, with trusts in 
many parts of the country fac- 
ing merger under the Govern- 
ment’s drive to prune a dmin - 
istrtion costs. 

Donald Dewar, Scottish Sec- 


retary. last week announced 
that the trusts in Scotland 
would be reduced next spring 
to 28. 

He said that the move 
would free an extra £18 mil- 
lion a year for patient care. 

However, there is a lack of 
ground rules on pay-ofis and 
many diief execu^m, as 
well as other directors, have 
lucrative, l^ally binding con- 
tracts sl^ed by trust boards 
on mdlvidual toses. 

The Cornish case was dis- 
closed on Monday. Confiden- 
tial correspondence revealed 
that Cornwall Healthcare 


trust was under pressure 
from the NHS Executive to 
end the contract of Philip 
Sanders, the trust’s £75.000a- 
year chief executive, ahead of 
a proposed mexger with an- 
other trust next spring. 

Solicitors had warned Cath- 
erine Blight, who chairs 
Cornwall Heahhrare, that 55- 
year-old Mr Sanders coifid be 
entitled to a total £350.000, in- 
cludiiig buying out his con- 
tract to August 2000, enhanc- 
ing his pension and making a 
payment in lieu of 
redundancy. 

The solictors had said the 


case would need to be handled 
"extremely carefully” in view 
of the sums involved. 

The NHS in the county has 
been facing a deficit of £4 mil- 
lion a year. Ministers have 
vetoed plans to close four cot- 
tage hospitals, but have 
agreed the closure of a chil- 
dren's hospital unit in 
Penzance. 

Mra Blight yesterday said 
In a statement that no deci- 
sions had been made on Mr 
Sanders’s future, bat that her 
board would not have sanc- 
tioaed pay-outs "of the magni- 
tude suggested”. 


The First Division Assoda- 
tiOD, the smilor civil servants’ 
trade union, which repre- 
sents Mr Sanders, responded 
bluntly to Mr Mllburn’s 
comments. 

Jonathan Baome, general 
secretary, sai± “We would be 
deeply concerned at any at- 
tempt by ministers to breach 
our members’ contracts or 
block their statutory pension 
entitlements — particularly 
when many of our members 
are being made redundant be- 
cause of government policies. 
These contracts have been 
properly authorised." 


Larry Elliott 
Econom i e s Editor 


D eprivation. 

chronic unemploy- 
ment nnd poor levels 
of literacy h.'ive 
turned the UK into one of the 
most poverty-stricken 
countries in the developed 
West, the United Notious says 
today. 

A growing gulf between 
rich and poor In Britain has 
meant that despite a sixfold 
increase in global consump- 
tion since the mid-1970s, only 
the United States and Ireland 
among wealthy n.'ttions suf- 
fer from higher levels of 
poverty. 

In Us annual Human Devel- 
opment Reiiort, the UN found 
that the gap between rich and 
poor countries has continued 
to widen, with the richest 1.1 
people in the world having as- 
sets that exceed the toLil 
annual iiKome (£ Sub-Saha- 
ran Africa. 

£t found that of the 4A 
billion people in develop!^ 
countries, 60 per cent lived in 
communities without basic 
sanitation and almost one- 
third were without safe drink- 
ing water. 

But the UN said that social 
exclusion was also a problem' 
in the wealthy countries of 
the West, where 200 million 
people were not expected to 
Uve untU the age of 60. 100 
million were hcmieless. and 37 
million were un«nployed. 

America, the richest 
country in the world In terms 
of tocome per head, is last in 
a new UK league table of 17 
developed countries for 
poverty. 

An^o-Saxon countries fill 
four of the bottom six places, 
with Australia in I2th place 
and New Zealand 13th. 

Europe^ countries, where 
growir^ income inequali|^ 
has been far less marked in 
the 1980s mid 19905. fill the top 
places in the UN’s table. 
Sweden. Holland and Ger- 
many rank as the three least 
impoverished countries in 
the West 

Concentrating on four mea- 
sures of poverty — life expec- 
tancy, deprivation in knowl- 
edge, deprivation In income, 
and social exclusion — the 
United nations said that 15 
per cent of the British popula- 
tion was living in poverty in 
1995. 

The report found that nine 
per cent of people in the UK is 
not e:q>ected to reach 60. in 
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linr with most other industri- 

alised countries. 

However. 

more than 

n fifth 

of adults 

were considered to be IVinc- 

tHMially Illiterate and 13.5 per 

cent were living below an in- 

ternationally recognised mea- 

sure of the poverty line -— 50 

per cent of median personal 

disposable income. 



Rrit-nin peifornis worse in 
terms of poverty than in in- 
come per head, where it ranks 
12th in the UN’s league table. 
.Although the period covered 
by the data predates the ac- 
cessiun to power of the Blair 
government Inst year — 
which made tnckling social 
exclusion one of its main pri- 
orities » the evidenra pro- 
vides an Indication of the size 
of the task. 

’Two of the UN’s catego^’les 
for measuring poverty » 
long-term unempIo>’ment mid 
educational attainment — 
have been specifically larget- 
ted for action by ministers. 

’The extent of human pov- 
erty has little to do with the 
average level of income", the 
UN said. 

"The Netherlands and the 
UK have sunihir average in- 
comes but very different 
human pov’ert)' lex-els, at 8.2 
per cent and 15 per cent. 

"One might expect that the 
higher a country’s GDP, the 
fewer poor people there 
would be. 

"But comparing GDP per 
capita and the btunan poverty 
index suggests the opposite: 
poverty rates in hJ^er-ln- 
come countries are the same 
as — or higher than — rates 
in lower-income industrial 
countries". 
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Dublin forced hand of Real 
IRA over declaring ceasefire 


continued from page 1 
StonnonL His partner was 
also there. The Real IRA's en- 
gineer, who is from Dublin, 
was present too. He held a 
similar position in the IRA 
until bis defection. 

The statement, released to 
Irish state broadcaster RTE, 
fell short of saying the group 
was disbanding. There is an- 
other caveat 

The Real IRA criticised the 
IRA for calling its ceasefires 
tlirougb its army council in- 
stead of an army convention, 
a much larger forum. Now it 
is adopting the aama mecha- 


nism, representing a possible 
escape route from the 
cessation. 

Only the Continuity IRA, 
near-extinct with only two 
dozen members, is still to call 
a ceasefire. One caller to an 
Irish newspaper said yester^ 
day: "The struggle goes on.” 

Several of its members 
switched this year to the Real 
IRA. 

Security forces concede 
some har^ine terrorists op- 
posed to the ceasefire might 
return to (kmtinuity IRA or 
even form another 
organisation. 
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As M & S cuts 
back its ‘buy 
British’ policy 
and commits 
to making 
greater use of 
foreign 
labour, 

Nissan warns 
of a severe 
slump in 
profits from its 
operations in 
Britain and 
stresses need 
for cost 
savings 


»n manufac turing hits two giants of their trade 



Marks & Spencer . . . Once npon a time it used to boast that 90 per cent ofits goods were made in Britain, but policy has undergone a conmderable ytmTig p 
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Welcome to St Michael of Morocco 


a:. J e 

«d hand of Beal^ 
^faring ccose 






!300 


Marks & spencer|| 


. . 

Roger Cowe 
and Julia Finch 

At 3 

Hudspith said: "We need to 
Look at the most profitable 

mm ARKS & Spen- 
to 

boast on its car- 
■ ^m ■ rier bags that 90 
H Wf M per emit of its 
goods were British-made. The 
UK’s leading high street 
retailer can no longer make 
such a patriotic clflim: just 
two-thirde.itf its products are 
now made in Britaio. 

The . company, once 

way to nm our business. The 
customer is (mly prepared to 
pay a certain price. In fois cli- 
mate, we simply caonot pass 
on cost increases to our 
customers." 

This new-approarii has dire 
consequences for the British 
textile industry. Dewhirst 
this week warned that tt will 
accelerate its strategy to relo- 
cate the majority of its .pro- 
duction overseas — to 


renowned for its buy-Brltisli j 
policy, yesterday met its 15 : 
top suppliers to discuss ways ' 
ot cutting costs by malring 
greater use of cheaper fbreign' 
labour. 

M & 8 told its main 
manufacturers, including 
bra-maker Conrtaulds Tex- 
tiles, c l o t bfp g manu£acturer 
Oewhirst and fashion special- 
ist William Baird, that they, 
will lose out on the growth 
pifltmad for the next fbw 
years. 


countries such as Morocco, 

Sri T.anfca and Tnrtnnmda — in 

order to cut costs. 

British foctory closures 
have not been ruled out as a 
result 

Dandd Suddens, chief execu- 
tive of WDliam Baird, said: 
"We win have to close fac- 
tories if there is a sigulScant 
shorb^ of demand." 

M&S has 600 stores in 32 
countries, including 290 in 
the UEL it has 40 per emit erf* 
the DK lingerie market, and 
one in every fbur men’s suits 
sold here has the famous St 
Michael label. The store 

chqin mafcws aWnnal profits Of 
more than £1 billion — or £3.3 
milUon'eveiy day. 

’ Manufacturers such as 


Shopping around 
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3BA1 

13.66 

Men’s coat 

47.65 

8.09 

T-shirt 

6.09 

2.03 

Ladies’ suit 

70.00 

40.00 


I BiW9h Apparel and Tsdlla ConMarBUon 


Courtaulds and Baird will see 
the share of M & S business 
from their British factories 
continue to &1L The M&S 
^kesman added: "There has 
been a drift and that will 
continue." 

The decision to source 
more clothing from che^ 
labour countries comes as 
more and more UK retaOers 
are looking abroad in order to 
mdlntain profit maigins. ha 
fbe past year. Laura Ashley 
and Jacques Vert have made 
policy decisions to stock less i 
made-in-Britain ^hions. 

Jacques Vert, which ei^t 
years ago sourced 90 per cent 
of its clothing from the UK,- 
has now pledged tobring in 90 
per cent of its goods from 
abroad. Last year Laura Ash- 
ley ^ut down three Welsh 
factories to.cnt costs. 

A spokesman for the Brit- 
ish Apparel and TextDe Con- 
tbderation, which r^aresents 
manufacturers, said the 
M&S decision was part of a 
trend which had seen the 
number of peqplemnployed In 
the UK textile and cloth^ in- 
dustries slump> by nearly 
100,000 to 370,000 in the last 10 
years. 

"Manufrteturers have to 


Snake slithers out of Shakespeare 


David Ward 


W HERE'S my serpent 
of old Nile? roars 
Antony in Shake- 
speare’s play, referring of 
course to his beloved 
Cleopatra. 

But Alan Rickman, soon 
to star as the Roman hero 
at the Royal National 
Iheatre, may now utter the 
gamo cry with reference to 
Cedric, a non-venomoos 
Californian king snake, 
who may by now have slith- 
ered off his mortal coiL 
Cedric, a fbot Icmg and 
quite coloorfhl, was to have 
understudied his colleagne 
Twrtig n in a climactic scene 


with Helen Mirrra, who as 
the Egyptian queen clasps 
Tiiiw to her bosom and thra 
dies from a pretend-poison- 
ous bite. 

Whether Cedric was at- 
tacked by stage fright or be- 
came bishflil at the pros- 
pect of such intimacy with 
Ms Mirren is not known. A 
conspiracy theory suggests 
that he may even have been 
liberated from his secure 
box in the production man- 
ager’s ofifice by a reptile 
lover. 

The only certain^ is that 
' he has dope a l^ess run- 
ner before and was found { 
‘ by a cleaner. This time be | 
I has not been seen for four 
I days and could be any- 


where in Sir Denys Las- i 
dun’s concrete culture pal- 1 
ace on London’s- South 
Ranlr- 

Xf alive, he could pop up 
on stage to add a tn urfi of I 
antiientlclty to the Nation- 
al’s production of Okla- 
homa or even slithw up the 
trouser leg of Trevmr Nunn, 
the theatre’s boss. 

"We are becoming recon- 
ciled to the foot friat we 
may not see Cedric again," 
lamented a Rc^al National 
Theatre spokeswoman. 
“We are keeping our eyes 
peeled, bnt we are not ex-- 
parting him Suddenly to 
appear.’’ 

The RSPCA said the 
theatre should have made 


do with a ftke in the 

first place. "Some of these 
producers simply insist on 
real ones.” fumed Tim 
Thomas, snake expert. 

He feared Cedric might 
die unless he was found 
soon. “Big snakes like boas 
or pythons could last in a 
hostile environment for six 
or seven months because of 
their fat reserves. But this 
chap is obviously pretty 
small and young, so he is 
very vulnerable.’’ 

Tlie Soothsayer, mean- 
while, continues to 
rehearse his big Act V en- 
trance, with or without Ce- 
dric. “His biting is immor- 
tal; those that do .die of It do 
s^om or never recover.” 


Captive audience for chaiienges to establishment ideas 


Review 


Lyn Gardner 

Kiss of the Spidsfwemm 

New Vfc, NewcastJe-Urtder-Lyme 

I N MY' youth, my revolu- 
tionary credentials were 
constant being called Into 
question by comra^ who 
deemed an interest m 
poUtics of desire a sign . pi 
inexcusable frivolity while 
Rr Wfth troops remained m 
Northern 

ants anned against dictators 
in South America. 

Xliat the sexual and social 


revolutions are inextricably 

nnTw»<i is demrmstrated by 
Manuel Puig’s S0-ye«-old 
two-hander, still sprightly 
as an old Trot and given a 
productiem ot simpLe. beauty 
by fbe actor Michad Cash- 

mari Trialrtrtg hlS bdsted di- 
rectorlal debut 
piiig»a play never doubts ' 
the' value of revolutionary > 
politlcsV but it celebrates 
other krnds of revolution as 

waD. as two prisoners sharing 

a cell but -with zintiiing In 
comnina. rwch out Jo ea<* 
other across vast political ana 
divides. ' 

The plot is likely .to be fam- 
iliar from both the Shnand 
jausical versions of the story. 
In a South American jail — 


aithrtng h ^ Lis Evans'S set 
makes dtor, with its floor 
papered with posters of pris- 
oners of conscience, this 
could be anywhere in foe 
world — Molina, a gay win- 
dow-dresser imprisoned for 
molesting a minor, and Va- 
lentin, a Fevolutionaty, share 
a ceP. 

Peter Kelly's Molina is a 
iloimcy mummy's boy who 
passes the time by endlessly 
recounting the plot of the 
194QS B-movie Cat People. 
Richard Willis’s intense fb- 
ensed Valentin is dedicated to 
changing the world.' 

' Slowly and tentativdy, they 
begin to challenge each 
Q^r’s ideas about gender, 
power and .love, discovering 


in the process both comrade- 
ship and affection. Made sick, 
weak and despairing by poi- 
soned food, foe once steely 
Valentin is cared fix' by Mo- 
lina. who gives the young rev- 
olutionary his (dofoes. his 
food and finally himselL 
What’s so interesting about 
the piece Is that, while in 
many ways it is schematic, 
and foe-hwnsm at 

the end has the romantic im- 
plauslbiUty of one Medina’s 
B-mov!e plots, the play is lay- 
ered with ambiguities. , 
- Its real achievement is to ' 
rect^nise that, within an at- 
i mospbere of oppression and 
treachery, comradeship can 
flourish and that liberation 
takes many forms. 


O 


Aswrittenenfhesciqitares'WeiiiakemhisSimtoi^ 
the evil and Uie good, and sendeth rain on the lust and on the 
unjusL” The qmlily of Murdoch is not strained: he bestows 
his biessings indiscrimiiiateiy. Or as Monday^ Sun reported; 
,^hareholderswill benefit too wHh a stock martet windfall.” 
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compete as best they can and 
it is better that British firms 
set up plants overseas than let 
someone else do it." 

Garments brought in from 
^road cost just a fraction cf 
UK-made equivalents, includ- 
ing shipping costs. 

Some companies purchase 
fabric In Italy and the Far 
East hod send it to Eastern 
Europe, Turkey and North Af- 
rica for manufacture, 

. Clothing imports to the UK 
are now r unning at more than 
£6.75 bUlion a year, compared 
to Just £2.4 blllton 10 years 
ago. The bluest source is stUl 
Hong Kong, which accounts 
for some 16 per cent of the 
total shipped in. 

The ^obal expansion of 
M&S has accelerated the pro- 
cess. In .the lest two decades 
the group has built 
businesses in the US, France 
and Asia, which now generate 
sales of more than £1 billion. 


The 


Pater Hetherington 
Rogioiial Affairs 
Correspond en t 

M INISTERS’ attempts 
to play down the im- 
pact of the high pound 
on manufacturing were dealt 
a blow yesterday when Japa- 
nese motor giant Nissan 
warned of a severe pn^its 
slump at its Sunderland fac- 
tory as a result of government 
economic policy. 

The company, one of the 
largest overseas investors in 
Britain, said it was having to 
make big cost savings to cope 
with uncompetitive exchange 
rates. 

John Cusbnai^ian. Nissan's 


deputy managing director, 
said: "Sterling is overvalued 
and it is damaging British 
industry. 

“Our order books are 
healthy but the prontability 
at Sunderland is going to be 
hit significantly. We are in a 
global market and the 
strength of sterling is causing 
I manufacturers to look at 
I their costs very carefully." 

But while the company had 
been unable to make up for a 
20 per cent rise In the 
strength of sterling. It 
stressed that its 4.000-strong 
workforce was not at risk. 

But the latest problem to hit 
! a north-east company — less 
than a week after Fujitsu an- 
nounced the closure of Its 
semi-conductor plant in Tony 
Blair’s Sedgefield constitu- 
ency ^ sent a tremor through 
a region bracing Itself for 
more job losses, particularly 
in the textile industry', which 


is vulnerable to cheap 
imports. 

Derek Foster. MP for 
Bishop Auckland, who Lives 
near foe Nissan plant, said 
ministers should tike note of 
the profits warning. ‘T regard 
that as the strongest confir- 
mation we have had about the 
fragility of the northern 
economy." 

He said Nissan’s problems 
were a direct result of govern- 
ment poUcy. "I am bearing 
this message all the time from 
manufacturers.” 

Other MPs from industrial 
heartlands are becoming in- 
creasingly concerned about 
foe Government’s coolness to 
the idea of a tasirforoe to help 
industry, and its refusal to 
review policy. On Monday the 
Prime Minister rejected TUC 
demands for a change in 
direction. 

Leader comment, page 9 
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Nqw vaccine 
for babies 
to knock out 
meningitis C 


Sarah Boteley 
and Jam— MeiMe 


P EiANS are under way 
for a vaccination pro- 
gramme for babies 
which will give them 
immnniity against one of the 
last ehririhond killers, menin- 
gitis C. 

Yesterday, the Department 
of Health made clear it is no 
longer a case of it but when, 
the vaccine will be ready. 
David Salisbury, the depart- 
ment's vaccine specialist, 
said be expected it to be in 
production within three 
years. “We are within touch- 
ing distance of preventing 
monlngiHc Q caseS,” he 
Babies under one year are 


‘We are talking 
about a disease 
that is very serious, 
one of the last 
childhood killers’ 


most at risk of maninglris , 
which is a stealthy killer be- 
cause the symptoms too often 
go undetected. But discus- 
sions are now going on to de- 
cide which other vulnerable 
groufM should be among the 
first inoculated. The disease 
Miao Qares up in mtH to 
late teens. Recently, there 
have be^ outbreaks among 
coll^ studmts, ^o have 
been given a meningitis C 
vacctne cf limited efibcthreness. 

The new vaccine will give 
lilblong protection. Babies will 
get three doses at mont^ in- 
tervals. alongside vaccina- 
tions for diptheria, tetanus, 
whooping cough and polio. 

The end of the research 
phase Is in sight ‘The excit- 
ing thing is we are now talk- 
ing about it," 

said Kenneth the 

Chief Medical Officer. 

Nonnan Begg. consultant 
epidttniologlst at the Public 
Health laboratory Service, 
who is overseeing the trials. 
saiH? “This would be a major 
step forward. We are talidng 
^tK)Ut a disease that is very 
very serious. It is one of the 
last major childhood killers.'’ 

Most of the deaths are 
caused by two types of bacte- 
rial meningjtis. There are 


about 2,600 cases a year of 
msiingitis B and meningtri s 
C, and about lOper cent of 
them end In fatalities. 

Atthough traditionally two- 
thirds of the cases have been 

maningitia B. fOT WhUAl theiO 
is as yet no vaccine, cases of 
meningitis C have been on 
the Increase. Last year, the 
Government put £1 million 
into accelerating work on the 
C group vaccine. ‘The results 
so far are very ezcttizig,’' 

Dr Salisbury. ‘'Vaccinations 
at two years old appear to be 
giving fantastic lev^ of anti- 
bodies and appear very safo." 
The research had put tiie DK 
ahead of the rest of the world 
in meningitis C research. 

MeoiE^tis B wilL be hard^ 
to crack, ^ere are about .30 
difEhrent strains in foe UE. 
But scientists of Imperial Col; 
lege of Science, Technolt^ 
and' Medicine are studying a 
vaccine devdoped in Cuba 
that seems to have virtually 
wiped out the disease there. 

Sarah Mbriey, a mem- 
ber. said children routinely 
immunised in Havana were 
beli^ observed to assess the 
e:q)osure they had bad to dif- 
ferent B strains. If the prqje^ 
goes well, a study may b^in 
intbeDE. 

In spite of tbe recent fUrore 
over the measles, mumps 
rubella vaccine, nrmeiflUt be- 
lieve parents will be wflling 
to have their ntiUHwm inocu- 
lated against rngwinyHig c be- 
cause they know tiie 
strikes fest and can kill If not 
detected. 

The symptoms can be vague 
and vary between age groups. 
It bagtng as a flu-like illness, 
btxt prepresses in young chil- 
dren to fever, irritability, 
restlessness, a high-pitched 
cry, vomiting refusing 
food. Older people may get a 
severe headache, a dislike oC 
bright lights, drowsiness or 

COtdttSion and n*K »lr 

1£ red or purple spots ap- 
pear on the skin and do not 
fwdp under pressure, the pa- 
tient Tiai« blood poisoning, the 
septicaemic, life threatening 
form of meningitis which pro- 
gresses to shock. ooUaipse, 
coma and death. 

Campaigns by Meniiigl- 
Us Resrarch fUui^ation and 
tbe Meningitis Trust this 
autumn wiH stress the need 
for speedy action as swift 
medical attention often 
makes the difiierence between 
life and death. 
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Manchester worst suicide biackspot 


David Brlndle, Sodal 
Send e aa Co rresp ondent 



ANCHESTER has 
by far the worst 
suicide record in 
England and 
Wales, says a study which 
found fliat people in deprived 
arees are more at risk of tak- 
ing their own lives. 

Scotland has generally 
hi^er suicide rates ^ban the 
temainder of the country and 
tbe Pennines emerges as an 
area where young men are 
particularly prone to die by 
their own band. 

The study, by the Office for 
Katlonal Statistics fONS), an- 
alyses records h^ 

tween 1962 and 1996 where in- 
quests recorded suicide or 
open verdicts. Suicide rates 
have been felling overaU. but 
rose sharply to 1992 among 


men aged betwee IS and 44. In 
Scotland, however, rates 
among dder pec^le have not 
fallen and the lev^ for young 
Soots men and women have 
risen fester than elsevfoere. 

In a breakdown of local au- 
thority areas in England ai^ 
Wales. Manchester — which 
recorded 415 suiddes over the 
age of IS, foam 1991 to 1996 — 
is the only area to have a sig- 
nificantly high suicide rate 
across the population. 

Ona stu^ estimated that 
one in 10 man in Manchester 
was dinically deisessed. A ^ 
hour phone helpline far man 
in the city has been receiving 
1,000. ealk weekly since its 
laun^ last Decanbo'. 

According to today’s analy- 
sis, published in Population 
Trends, an ONS journal, men 
in Manchester are up to 1.7 
times more Ukely than aver- 
age to commit suicide and 


women are up to 2.3 times 
more likely to do so. 

lathe key 15 to 44 age group 
for men, six of the 13 areas 
with the highest suicide rates 
are in tbe ftnnine region and 
a further four are in seaside 
resorts. Tbe Pennine and sea- 
side towns have hi^ier than 
average levels of deprivation, 
as measured by unemploy- 
ment, car-lees household^ 
numbers of lone-parent fam- 
ilies, and incidence of limit- 
ing long-tenn »Tinp« 

At the othu* end of tbe 
smIp- authorities with low 
suicide rates for young men 
are typically also low on the 
deprivation index. Of 38 au- 
thorities with significantly 
low rates, almost a third are 
classified as “growth areas" 
in south and central England. 
Tbe lowest rate among young 
men occurs in south Here- 
fordshire, which recorded 
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only four suicides in this 
group from 1991 and 1996 — 
compared to Manchester's 2DB. 
• The traditional church 
wedding has been further 
undermined by marriages in 


“approved premises" surii as 
stately homes and hotels. 
More than four in 10 wed- 
dings at tbe new licensed ven- 
ues would otherwise have 
been in churches or temples. 


acetHrding to an article In Pop- 
utotion Trends. The marriage 
rate is the lowest since re- 
cords began In issa and the 
number of weddings the few- 
est since 1917. Of those wed- 
dings that are taking place, a 
rec^ S8per cent are civil 
ceremonies. Of a provisional 
total of Z7DM0 wHidins^ in 
1996, 11S.0D0 were religious 
ceremonies. 

Since their introduction in 
1995, more than 2,000 ap- 
pro^ \*enues have been set 
up, offering a less formal al- 
ternative to register offices. 
The first one. and the first to 
stage a wedding, was "under 
tbe dock tower" in Mtfeke- 
fleld. Yorkshire. People who 
marry at the new venues tend 
to be older, atul probaMy one 
of each couple is divorced. 
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Sa¥e the Childrea Y 


Photo: HeU Cooper 


SUDAN 


URfiENI APPE^ 


T oday in Sudan 2.6 million people 
are in urgent need of food aid, and 
neatly half of these ate at immediate risk 
from starvation. Children are suffering 
terribly. Right now the priorities are 
food and the need to provide protection 
and support to the children becoming 
separated from their fiwnnies_ 

We have worked alongside the 
resourceful people of Sudan through 
inaity tou^ times in tbe past, but dvil war 
and drought mean that the lives of maqy 
childien depend, for now, on outside help. 

As well as working closely with 
other charities active in the le^on to 
assist in the delivery of food aid and 
essential relief items. Save the Children 
is taking a lead role with unaccompanied 
efaOdren m Sudan. 

Our staff are worldng around the 
clock proriding immediate aMig tanrf 
whilst also planning ahead for the future 
when the present chronic food needs 
have been met We are: 


• provldii^ experts 
to the UN WMd Food 
Prognunme to plan how to 
get the food to those who need 
It most, and supplyii^ tnids to 
feciUtate the distribotion of 
food beyond dio airstrips 



• providing a water consnltant to 
assess the probleois of water supply 
oystems and trsdning local mobile 
teams to create aod maintain new 
water soorces 


• dial pfliiitwag fiahiMg eqtdpment, com- 
mnni^ survival lots and other essential 
hems to give help to femilies now and 
in the fotore.' 


We're presring for peace as the wily long 
term solutioa to the problems in Sudan. 
But meamriule. we're doing all we can. 

We believe that the riiQdien of Sudan 
have tbe ri^ to a childhood, as much as 
any child ofanynatioiL 

Whatever you can send wiD help... 

Sore tlK OiildreaT 

Roistered Chiriiy No. 2138M 


Please give what vou can for Sudan’s children 


Yon can make a credit card donation by telephoning 0345 45 15 15 | 

Please accqit ii^ ^ of: n£Z5 DjCSS DfSO D£2S0 GOIborf j 

Address 
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Duncan Campbell 
rUrnr rniinipniiili iil 


.GSRS are not de- 
terred from drogtakfrtg 
by the risk of arrest, ac- 
cording to a book publi^ed 
today. Alcohol is their most 
popular drug and regular 
temiage drinkers are consum- 
ing greater quantities 
ever before, according to the 
survey. 

By tbe age of 18. according 
to tbe report, around three 
out of 10 are regular Slegal 
drug users and tvrice as many 
fiave tried illegal dru^ Tbe 
survey fouDd tiiat tbe major- 
ity of teenagers made ratimial 
decisUms on drug use on a 
''cost benefit” assessment, 
and were aware of tbe medi- 
cal risks. 

Tbe book, ffiegal Leisure, is 
on account reaearcb over 
five years which started with 
a group TOO l4-year-old$ at 
eight schools in tbe North- 
west of jgngtsnd. Mote than' 
soo stayed with tbe survey, 
which Is the longest study of 
its kind in this country. 

"We live xo a society where 
recreational drug use is be- 
coming normalised," said 
Fiona Measbam, one of 
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stud/s authors. "There is a 
blurring between tbe in>» g »T 
itior cannabis end the i^g ai 
like alcohol and tobacco." 

EeOow author Judith Al- 
dridge. said: "Most (teen- 
agers! are careful and tattio- 
nal consumers, who plan 
their drug use to oocor witb 
friends a^ in places Qiey feel 
safe and secure. ITiey often 
report feeling relaxed, 
friendly, happy, carefree and 
confident These good experi- 
enoes many times outwei^ 
the bad. eqiwciaHy for dni^ 

Ulcg cannabis, amph«rfamt«ae 
and ecstasy.” 

Tlie book notes that tbe risk 
of being arrested, fined or 
Jailed is not a oiajor deter- 
rent 'Tlie illegality of drug 
Qse is . . . rarriy perceived as 
a Irey risk fector. This, Inter- 
esQz^, is de^ite file feet 
in 1996, 40,000 people were cau- 
tioned for cannabis possessioa 
In Ehglaad and Wales, com- 
pared wifit 4DOO in 19S6." 

Alcohol, says tbe report, is 


usually the first fire most 
widely used psycboactive 
drug tri^ by young people. 

. Around 42 per cent nomi- 
nated it or tobacco as their 
“fevonrite drug”. One boy, 
asked to name his fevourite 
drug, said: “AlcoboL Saying 
fiiat rm not addicted to aico- 
taid like Fm addicted to ciga- 
rettes. 1 really enjoy going out 
and getting l^ess because 
if s so social and you can have 
a good time.r* 

EYom tbe age of 14, six out 
of 10 of those survey^ forgot 
things after drinking. About a 
fiiiid wme wraried about a sex- 
ual aperienee vfoen drunk. 

One girl said; “You know 
vriien you’re out arid that and 
you’re bladdered and you 
think fah, tbat person’s gor- 
geous’. and then you come 
home and you don't remem- 
ber a thing . And ttreQ wben 
you’re out the nesd week 
people say tbaf s the you 

got off with*, and you're Just 
like ‘oh. 1 never’.” 


The email minority who 
had never had a drink by the 
age of 16 gave religion, 
.mainly Islam, as a main 
reason not to indulge. 

Howard Farfeer of Manches- 
ter universi^, who led fire 
study, sa id: “Youi% pe^e 
maicfl ami rezoake deefsions 
about drugs from when they 
read secondary school 
through adcdesoence and into 
their twenties • • • Even so we 
find young people who have 
said no to drugs right throu^ 
fiielr schooldays only to take 
their first E [ecstasy] in a 
T^fghtrin h during their first 
term at universi^. ” 

The aufiiors are critical of 
the current government strat- 
egy on drugs. “The Important 
public policy issues — about 
bow we deal with otherwise 
law-abiding young citizens 
cau^ with drugs in their 
possession, and about how we 
ensure the health and safety 
of young people who use 
drugs — remain unresolved." 
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• organising community kitchens to 
provide unaccompanied children with 
a r^ular food supply and offering 
pot ti ad a rt yvufarerabtedrildren a secure 
base to stay 


i enclose: DCasb □Cheque □Postal Order □Giro No. 5173000 ^CAV 


Qg Please nry 1^“** Cheqiw aiid Fgsul Orden (o Sm the Cbildreo) j 


I □MasterCard dvisa □Amex □Diners Oub dCAF □Svritch Issue No.| | | 

I Credit Card Number/Switch Number 


rm 


• supplying high energy biscuits for 
children 


I Signafair e. _ 

I (OnlU canto only) 



Card Exphy Date: / _ ^ 

Please complete this coi^on and return to: Save the Cfaadien, * 

,PepL 8050569, Regirt^ChaAy No. aMtoJ 
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"All that bra-buying and 
menstruation. He just 
didn’t Itiink it was right to 
be involved. But he stopped 
asking me about myself.” 
Dacid/sgirl 
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ow dealt to party’s economic standing □ Fear of crime alarmingly high □ Alan Travis reports on today’s Guardian/ICM poll 

Labour restores confidence in NHS 
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L abour has arrested 

the decline In public 
confidenee in the 
National Health Ser- 
vice and in the 
school system, according to a 
state of the nation Guardian/ 
ICM opinion poll published 
today. 

Bm the party's reputation 
Tor being good at mriTiing tjie 
economy has been dealt a 
body blow over the past year 
with a 15 point drop — from 
SO to 35 per cent — In the per- 
centage of voters who believe 
Labour has the best ecftnrw ^ifi 
policy. 

Ministers can take comfort 
tbou^ from the poll’s find- 
ings that amid all the talk of 
recession, when die voters 
are asked about their fiunlly ' 
finances, 57 per cent say they 
have stayed the same. Only l 
per cent say their personal fi- 
nances have worsened. 

The Guardian/ICM state at 
the nation survey provides 12 
key Indicators on which to 
judge government 

pefbrmance. 

The strengthening belief 
that the Government’s 
counter-inflation policy 
should take priority over 
reducing unemplo 3 nnent is 
particulary significant as 
poniDg fdllowed hard on file 
heels of the announced clo- 
sure of the Japanese high 
technology fhctory in Tony 
Blair's Sedgefield 

consfituency. 

The poll also shows Britain 
as a country which Havoiurs 
higher taices to pay for better 
public services, does not want 
to see the trade uninna given 
more influence, but believes 
it is becoming a more modem 
democracy. 

It also reveals that a grow- 
ing mincK'ity believe Blair’s 
Britain has not so £ar become 
a fairer or a more equal soci- 
ety. There remains a large 
majority which says the Gov- 


cnu pffit should give a higher 
priority to environmental pol - 1 
icy even if it means penalis- j 
Ing car drivers — the princi- 
ple at the centre of John 
Prescott’s delayed Transport 
Bin. 

Pbrtiaps one o£ the biggest 
Changes in national 
in the last year revealed by 
the survey has been over food 
safety. Concerns over BSE 
and the fatal E. coli outbreak 
In Scotland seem to have 
finally struck home and for 
the first time a majority (52 to 
82 pm* cent) say fo^ is not 
becoming safer to eat. 

The ICM poll also shows an 
alarmingly hi^ level of fear 
of crime. No fewer than 87 per 
cent of voters say “people are 
becoming more worried about 
falUng victim to crime”. Even 
though the recorded crime 
figures continue to decline, 
about 43 per cent of people 
say they ^strongly agree” that 
they are more worried about 
crime. 

This year’s poll confirms 
the scale of the task feeing 
wniiam Hague as Conserva- 
tive Party leader. Some 45 per 
cent of voters — up 4 per cent 
compared with a year ago — 
believe it will taica two gen- 
eral elections or at least an- 
other nine years before the 
Tories are returned to power. 

Only one In 10 voters be- 
lieve Mr Hague wHl become 
prime minister after file next 
election and one in four be- 
lieve the Conservatives win 
be out of |x)wer for at least 
three elections. Among Tory 
voters the zhajority — 53 per 
cent believe it will take at 
least two more elections to get 
tbe party back into power. 

□ ICM Interviewed a random 
samide of U.78 adults lb' tele- 
phone between September 4-6. 
Interviews were conducted 
across the country and the 
results have been weighted to 
the profile of all adults. 
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Thatcher backs Hague euro poll I Inquiry damages Labour in Scotland 


Lucy Wmid and 
MchotasWatt 

B aroness Thatcher 
will today throw her 
weight behind William 
Hague’s announcement of a 
snap bsQlot the Tory mem- 
bership to win approval of his 
hanXUne stance on Europe. 

Weeks after warning that 
Mr Hague will lose the next 
election, the former prime 
minister win endorse his de- 
cision to ask the party's 
300,000 members to sujni^ 
his policy of ruling out mem- 
bership of the European 
sii^e currency during this 
Parliament and the next 
Lady Thatcher’s move wfQ 
be hailed as a great for 
Mr Ha^e because anti-Euro- 
peans on the Tory r^t who 
bdieve his policy does not go 
far enou^ w31 now' follow 
her lead and fell into line be- 
hind the Ieadersh4>- 
In an interview last mozzOi 
the former prime ministtf 


criticised Mr Hague’s stance 
on Europe as too moderate 
and urged him to reject the 

' single currency- 

Mr H^e will launch his 
nationwide campaign for a . 
Yes vote tonight with a I 
^teech to Tory party activists | 
at Conservative Central 
Office. The leadership aims to 
tmild op a momantum fmr a 
strong Yes vote ctf well overgo 
per cent' by wheeling out a 
series <£ heavyweight such 
as Lady Thatcher and Sir 
Mflimim Pifirinri, the former 
foreign secretary, in support 
of Mr Hague. 

Tbe> disclosure of Lady 
Thatcher’s move, which fol- 
lows John Major’s decision to 
support Mr Wagna. revived 
the apirits of the party leader- 
ship yesterday as tile shadow 
cabinet started a two-day 
“brainstorming” summit in 

' Aylesbury, Bucks. The leader- 
ship was izritated when gran- 
dees on tbe left at the party 
rounded <m Mr Hague’s an- 
nouncement on Mftnilfly. 


Chris Patten, the party’s 
former r^hafr»T>an awri the last 
governor of Hong Kong, 
Joined the ranks Kenneth 
Clarke and John Gummer 
yesterday when he said the 
move would not end the inter- 
nal debate. “A referendum on 
tbe single currency, which 
WULiam Hague will certainly 
isn’t going to stop people 
like Ke " Clarke and IVQcbaeL 
Heseltine . . . arguing a case 
they have been arguing about 
Europe for decades,” be said 
on radia ‘I would much pre- 
fer us to have tried to find an 
honourable compromise 
'Which would have put off any 
final decision and let tbe 
party fight ... on difibrent 
sides of -a referendum while 
being totally united in a gen- , 
eral election to get rid of the 
Blair government” 

Mr Patten’s criticisms will 
be taken seriously in private 
by the leadership. Mr Hague 
knows that Mr Patten com- 
mands enormous respect 
The Tory leadersh!^ did 


draw heart yesterday from 
John Major’s decision to 
throw his weight behind Mr 
Hague's announcement Tbe 
former prime minister, whose 
leadersUp was crippled by 
endless rowsivover Europe, 
said: •‘Eiux>peam\olicy must 
be settled and a^pted. We 
cannot afford a continuation 
cf the disputes that crippled 
05 in tbe last parliament” 

But pro-Eiuropeans main- ' 
tained the pressure yesterday 
after party sources indicated 
that Mr Hague decided to hold 
ibe ballot to avoid a row at 
nert month’s Tory confer- 
ence. Party sources had said 
the pro-European Conserva- 
tive Mainstream Group, 
founded by Michael Hesel- 
tine, was planning a sezles of 
frin^ meetings at tbe confer- 
ence to attack Mr Hague’s 
stance on the euro. But a 
spokesman for the group said 
none of its fringe meetings 
would concentrate on Europe, 
althoi^ file issue would be 
raised in wider discussions. 


Gerard Seenan 
Sent! and Corroapondent 


T he Labour Party’s hopes 
of rescuing its tamiahPd 
image, in Scotland 
seemed to £Up fortber from 
its grasp yesterday as the first 
day's inquiiy into the conduct 
at the SD^c^ed MP Tommy 
Graham was obscured by 
claim, counter-claim and 
petty infi^ttfing. 

Mr Graham arrived at Efelr 
Hardie House, the party’s 
recenfiy vacated taeadqoar- 
tears, early yesterday morning 
apparently confident his 
name would be cleared. 

1 have waited Icaig enough 
for this. I am desperate to get 
in there and get the ball roll- 
ing,” he said. 

But by mid-aftemoon it was 
dear that whatever tbe out- 
come of this hearing; Scottish 
Labour Is going to have to 
battle to regain the confi- 
deuce of the electorate. 

As Mr Graham prepared to 


face the National Constitu- 
tional Committee be said he 
was confident of acqoittaL 

“I am now going to have my 
say for the first time in 12 
months. I am confident I will 
get acquitted. 1 am deter- 
mined to see my name 
deared,” he said. 

Under Labour Party rules ! 
Mr Graham ami the party can ' 
call up to eight witnesses, but 
Scottish Labour have refused 
to say which, and how many, 
they win be caUing. 

Scottish Labour has consis- 
tently refused to comment on 
the inquiry until it has drawn 
its conclusions. It is becoming 
less dear what exactly the 
party has rhargari Mr Gra- 
ham with. 

It is understood that the MP 
fm* West Renfrewshire feces a 
total of five charges. 

Two are thouifet to rdate to 
sexually compromising gay 
photographs ctf a trade union 
official which Mr Graham is 
alleged to have offered to two 
other trade union officials in 


return for the personnel file 
on his opponent for tbe 
Labour candidacy. 

However by yesterday 
afternoon these charges ap- 
peared, under the veil of se- 
crecy thrown around fitem, to 
be in tatters. 

Jim Devine, a former chair- 
man of the Scottish Labour 
Party and aide to the Foreign 
Seci^nry, Robin Coo^ left. 
KeirH a r ^ erHouse 'after all'^- 
ing that the daims of a key 
witness to this cbaige were 
false. 

‘It was alleged that I had 
leaked information to a 
national newspaper in rela- 
tion to the sexuality and sex- 
ual behaviour of a prominent 
trade union official. That in- 
formation was false." said Mr 
Devine. 

After this statement, it ap- 
pears unlikely that the 
Labour Party will be able to 
prove any of the charges 
relating to the photographs, if 
indeed tbe photographs exist 

The decision ^ Mr Devine 


to testify after claims made in 
newspapers of vendettas ap- 
pears to have rubbed salt in 
the wounds of a divided Scot- 
: tish party. 

The second two charges 
which Mr Graham is under- 
stood to face refer to the Pais- 
ley North MP Irene Adams. 
Mr Graham is alleged to have 
attempted to unseat her by 
paying the feesofbe^us mem- 
bers tn her constituency. He 
is also accused of bad-mouth- 
ing Mrs Adams, a friend of 
the former Palsl^* South MP 
(3ordon McMaster whose sui- 
cide note implied Mr Graham 
had been behind a smear cam- 
paign against him. 

The final charge facing Mr 
Graham — who could be ex- 
pelled after 33 years of mem- 
bership of the part)' — is 
thought to be a general one of 
bringing the party into 
disrepute. 

Whatever the outcome. Mr 
Graham yesterday vowed be 
would not resl^ his seat and 
would continue as an MP. 


Case 


lyabo Oba (riglft) was 
brought up an An^ican but 
lost interest as a teenager. 
Cuxions to team more about 
her faith, after finding hez^ 
self thinking about it in her 





Case 


ty, she to<^ a course at Holy 
Tcinity Brcmipton a year ago. 
,■ “Alpha clarified varloos 
points,” she said. ‘-They 
talked about it in a simple 
way. I was in a group of sim- 
ilar age, 20-27, andbaek- 
gronnd. Many.of us had 

come firom university, and 

we discussed the major 
questions over a meaL 
“They explained key 
areas such as the historical 
background to Christianity 

and beUefa. We disenss^ 
♦fcjwp i- and lots of people 
had a lot of questions. Ton 
become friends and yon 
start hanging out toget^. 

Ms Oba, aged 24, said to 

friends had noticed a 
ence in hen “They say Fm 

fair more forgiving now and 

that rm more honest 

She believes to renews 
faith has helped her to get a 

sense oSrdirection. “I hada 

lot of student debt and noth- 
ing to go to. Now Fve a mce 
job. I pray every day, and 
there’s dMlnitely a con- 
nection.” 





Jeremy Gilmer (right) was 

a lapsed Catholic. “My life 
had hit a brick walL 1 had a 
nervous breakdown three 
years ago. I had everything: 
a nice lifestyle, nice car, 
good Job, thousands in the 
bank. I h^ come to t^e end 
ofa journey of achievement 
. . .but things snddmdy 
seemed empty. The ‘mean- 
ing ofUfe’ fa such a cliche, 
but that was what I was 
looking for. 

“A friend told me about 
Alpha. Betbre, I was Mr 
CjmlcaL But Alpha took the 
dog czdlar and dogma out of 
religion; yon felt tree to 
talk, laugh , cry eeepress 
yourselfi It reconnected my 
head with my heart. 

“My head bad seen every- 
thing like a quick fix, like a 
drug. When I bought a car, I 
b^nn Hiin Icing about bay- 
ing another. But my heart 

said that’s not all there is. 

“I still have a nice car, job 
and house, but. . .they are 
no longer as impmrtanL" 

hfr Gilmer, who works In 

advertising and did an 
Alpha course in Bath six 
months ago, now attends an 
An^lcan church. 

Interviaosby 
Madeleine Bunting 



Churches pool cash for Alpha course advert campaign 


Ifladeiekie Btavtinfi 

Egtott Allaire E«ator 

F our thousand 

churches of aD dmi^- 
nations have pooled _£l 
million to fund the big- 
gest Christian advertismg 
campaign ever run in Bnt^ 
to promote the evangelical 
course Alpha. 

Billboard posters wiW 
questions ?uch as ”9 to 5 w 
foe next 30 years. Surdy 


there’s more to life?” and 
"You’re born. You live. You 
die. End of Story?” are going 
qp on mtxe tbw sites 
from Monday to advertise foe 
Stott of Alpha courses in 
more than 6,000 churches at 
the CTvi of foe month. The 
posters win also be displayed j 
at tbe churches. 

Since 199S more than 
500,000 people Izave axnpleted 
the introductory course on 
Christianity, which origi- 
nated in the Church of Eng- 


land’sfastest-growing chun^ 
l^y Trinity Bromptoa in 
EOnslngton. west London. 

Churrties also plm to deliver 

4Vj *wnit/m IwiflrtB thmtgb Iff, 
terboxes,. invituig people to 
fake the 10-wedc courses.' Ad- 
verts win. run in 1S6 r^kmal 
ne ws p a pers, giving details of 
where they are being held. 

•^Tbere is an extraordinary 
spiritual hunger in pezq>le 
who want an opportunity to 
explore the Tnaanhig of life,” 
said the Nicky Gumb^ 


curat e of H oly Trinity Bromp- 
ten Q3TB) and arthitect of foe 
course’s exponential success, 
who believes foe “spiritual 
climate at the country" is 
ready for this initiative. 

'"There’s an increasing 
number of people who don’t 
have much church back* 
grouzid. Ikey’ve experienced 
the znaterialism and they’ve 
explored the New Age and 
have discovered that those 
thin gs don’t satisfy. They 
wtmder If there is something 


in orthodox Christianhy, and 
we are trying to give them an 
opportunity to understand 
wltot that is about” 

Alpha, which began as a 
' Christian refresher course for 
HTB parishitmers 20 years 
ago, has been taken up by 
other churches since 1993. 
Now 6443 churches at many 
denominations, including 
Rexnan Cafoolie. are regis- 
tered as ifaing the formula of 
teaching and discussing 
Christian doctrine and prac- 


tice over a in a private 
home. It uses hospitality and 
friendship networks to bring 
pe^de Into church. 

There are to be 120 national 
prayer zzieetiugs from Truro 
to Inverness on September 19 
to pray for the success of A l- 
^la’s natiozial la unch. HTB's 
vicar, the Rev Sandy Millar, 
gairt there was now a course 
w ithin striking distance of 
virtually everyone. 

Mr Millar and Mr Gumbel 
— who both gave up careers 


as barristers to beemne Angli- 
can priests — said the course 
was a chance for people to ask 
questions about the meaning 
and purpose of life. They ad- 
zziitt^ that their aim was to 
convert people to Christianity 
and fin (fourcta pews. 

The izigredients of Alpha 
were: “A for aziyone, L for 
leamizig and lau^ter, P for 
pasta, H for helping one an- 
other azid A for asking any 

questions.” 

Churches which have con- 


ducted foe course report con- 
versions and fresh commit- 
ment from members. It has 
enthusiastic support from 
church leaders Including foe 
Archbishop of Canterbury’. 
George Carey, and foe Roman 
Catholic Archipbishop of 
Westminster. Car dinal Basil 
Hume. 

Critics claim that Alpha is 
not as open-ended as it 
claims, to be. considering that 
the underlying objective Is 
clearly to convert 
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‘I am acting to prevent huge mobs of 
hungiy Russians taking to streets’ 


• { j ^ ^ 

!•»* - a 


James Meek In Moseew 


R egional bosses 

firom Siberia to the 
Baltic stepped gin- 
gerly into the pow- 
er vacuum left by 
Moscow's political bickering 
sresterday as the economic 
crisis began to bite deeply 
into the lives of ordinary 
Russians. 

With President Boris Yelt- 
sin dallying over his third 
and final attempt to steer a 
prime ministerial nominee 
through parliament, and two 
of the most Ukely candidates 
shying away from the poi- 
soned chalice of heading a cri- 
sis cabinet, anxious proTin- 
cial governors began taking 
the law into their own hands. 

In the detached Russian en- 
clave of Kaliningrad, on the 
Baltic coast between Poland 
and Lithuania, Governor Leo- 
nid Gorbenko declared what 
he called a “state of emer- 
gency”, although technically 


! only the president has the 

I right to do this. 

I A statement from the gover- 

I nor’s oBlce called on the 
I people of Kaliningrad, which 
is roughly 300 miles west of 
Russia proper, to observe i 

order and not to board fbod. ^ 
The state of emergency was 
aimed at building up a region- 
al reserve of food and fiiel, 
controlling prices and ensur- 
ing essential supplies to 
schools and hospitals. 

Similar measures have 
been taken across the 
country. In Krasnoyarsk In 
Siberia, Governor Alexander 
Lebed froze prices for gas, 
petrol, electricity and local 
transport, and said the prices 
for locally produced goods 
and essential fbodstufife would 
be controlled by decree. 

“By regulati^ Prices, 1 cer- 
tainly place myself on the 
brink of violating the law," 
Ue general-tum^poUtlcian 
said yesterday. *3ut ... I am 
determined to prevent starva- 
tion in the region. 


Muscovites change tack to drop ttie dollar and join rush for roubles 


L ong lines snaked oat 
from exchange booths in 
Moscow yestm-dayas 
residents tried to snap up 
qoit^iy disappearing 
banlmotes. 

They were not looking for 
dollars bat ronbles, and 
exchange booths were 
ranning oat. In one Moscow 
neighbourhood three out of 
10 had none. 

‘'Last week everyone was 
ranning aroond banting for 


“Businessmen should un- 
derstand that 1 am acting in 
their interests to prevent a 
situation in which huge mobs 
of hungiy, angry people take 
to the streets." 

Local price controls have 
also been introduced in Perm, 
No^rod, Smolensk. Omsk 
and Chuvashia. As the sl^r- 
rocketing price food and 
other essentials forces each of 


I dollars, and today they're 
I all F- nnwiny around hnntiiie 
for roubles.** said Natasha 
Radion, a clerk in a tiny 
exchange booth. 

The shift is snzprising as 
the rouble has dime nothing 
bat fall in the past few 
weeks, losing more than 
half its value and sparring 
demand for dollars. 

“There's certainly a 
pattern to it." Ms Radion 
said. “Almost everybody 


the country's 8a re^ons to in- 
troduce their own mini-eco- 
nomic regimes, inter-regional 
trade is IBcely to dry up. 

In Moscow one of the few 
rommodit^^ to have held its 
old price, petrol went up ^s- 
terday. The popular local 
daily Mosfcovsky Eomsomo- 
lets launched a front-page 
contest for crisis recipes with 
a recipe for “crisis cutlets'* — 


who comes here is selling 
dollars now." 

*1116 ru^ for roubles is 
partly to do with widely 
different exchange rates 
across the city. Ms RadSon*s 
was tmasaally good: 20 
nmbles to the dollar. Zn 
other booths H was less 
than IS to the dollar. 

As it is niegal to make 
porchases in dollars, they 
most be exchanged for 
ronbles before peoplego 


macaroni boiled minced, 
tried as patties, and sprinkled 
with a crumbled smck cube. 

Ihe rooble drifted down- 
wards again yesterday, to the i 
poiint where It has lost two- ' 
thirds o£ its value in three , 
weeks. By comparison it took 
a year for Indonesia's cur^ 
rency to drop 84 per cenL 

One commentator, Dmitri 
Knznets, said whatever gov* i 


shopping. Vnth the rate 
fioctuatlng by the day, they 
are ehangtog only smadl 
amounts at a time. 

The rash for dollars is 
also slowing as people wait 
for the ronble to reboand. 
Officials have encouraged 
this hope, suggesting it may 
benndervalned. 

But tomorrow, said Ms 
Radion, shoppers could be 

again. — AP. Moscois. 


ernment was eventually form- 
ed woald find Itself focing a 
situation similar to that in 
1 K 2 . on the threshold itf the 
post-Soviet era: ‘‘As of the 
start of September there's 
nothing to strengthen, stabi- 
lise or reform," he said, “fi’s 
back to square one." 

Dur^ the day Mr Yeltsin 
met his candidate for prime 
minister, Viktor Chernomyiv 



A striking German lorry driver carrying his anion’s flag walks along a line of jammed traffic at Strasboarg, near the Europe Bridge that straddles ffie Rhine photoqraph: chrstian lutz 

Striking lorry drivers bring chaos to Channel ports 


Jon Henley In Paris and 
Martin ¥fallcer In Bnmels 

V A VTTH militant French 
lorry drivers in the 
mW vanguard, road haul- 
age drivers across Europe 
staged a co-ordinated day of 
protest yesterday, setting up 
partial blockades at main bor- 
der crossings and causing 
familiar scenes of chaos at 
many C hann el ports. 

Orgemised by the Interoa- 
tional Tra nspo rt Workers’ 
Federation CTTF), the protests 
were aimed at raising aware- 
ness of the dangerously long 
hours worked by lorry 
drivers rather than at para- 
lysing the continent’s traffic. 


But In France more than lOO 
“filter barricades", wfaicb 
allow private care thcou^ 
but block heavy goods traEfic, 
were in place, with the Chan- 
nel ports of Caen, Cherbourg, 
Dieppe and Le Havre badly 
hit 

"They are letting some pas- 1 
sengers through but at the 
moment it's chaos; there are 
very large traffic Jams all 
around the port." said a 
spokeswoman for P&O Euro- 
pean Ferries at Cherbou^ 

The European Coaunission 
yesterday threatened 
tion on mayitniim working 
hours to fend off more strikes, 
unless the unions anri em- 
ployers reached agreement by 

the end 0 ( this mnrtth. 


Despite the day-loog strike, 
the Europ^ Union trans- 
port commissioner, Neil Kin- 
nock, was yestorday cimfident 
the two sides were close to an 
overall agreement 

Hitherto ezduded from EU 
rules on nMyimum workli^ 
hours, the road transport in- 1 
dustry is being brought into 
the system by the commis- 
sion. under a flexible rule 
that requires no more than 48 
hours a week averaged out 
over four months. 

But drivers across' Europe 
fear job losses and worse 
working oonditloiis if employ- 
ees of big Arms, which keep to 
the time limits, are undercut 
by smaller firms. They also 
fear the impact of cabotage. 


under which a lony driver 
picks up sub-loads on dlSbr- 
eot pa^ of the route, al- 
though the commission says 

Hiia accounts for than 

1 per cent OT the tonne-mfles 
hauled in the EU. 

Disruptive strikes by 
FYench lorry drivers have ' 
come a ritual feature of Euro- 
pean transport, provoking 
ritual wrig^ing by the com- 
mission, which nphoirifi the : 
right to strike but deplores , 
the Uodting of transport in ' 
Eufope's single market 

Delays of more than four 
hours were reported at tiie 
ftanco-gpanlah border towns 
of Iron. La Jonquera and Bir- 
latou, where Spanish drivers 
joined Ibreee with the French. 


Three Franco-Gennan fron- 
tier points were blocked, and 
problems were encountered ' 
at Italian, Swiss Belgian ^ 
crossings into France. 

Protests at Calais were lim- 
ited to a leafletlng campaign. 
But a local union organiser, 
Robert Durtbu, said blockades 
could be mounted If employ- 
ers and governments did not 
take steps to legislate on 
working boon. 

“Zt is regrettable the British 
lorry drivers are sot joining 
in." he said. 

French driv^ whose bit- 
ter pay disputes have brou^t 
the country to its knees twice 
in the past two years, are sol- 
idly briiind the ITF protest as 
a means of pressing their own 


demands for Europe-wide leg- 
islation on working hours. 
French drivers are tbeoreti- 
cally rest i i cUal to a 4frbour 
we^ and want similar laws 
introduced across the EU to 
escape unfiair competition. 

The London-based ITF says 
lorry drivers in many 
countries are oltea forced to 
woric more than 100 hours a 
week, and that fatigue causes 
countless fetal accidents. 

The British Freight Trans- 
port Association predicted 
the day of action could cost 
British industry £lmfllioD, 
prompting the Transport 
Minister, John Reid, to call 
on the European Conunission 
to act prompfly to end tba le- 
gality of the protests. 


Belgrade ‘blocks Congo peace summit falls apart 
food to Kosovo ’ amid accusations of treachery 


KurtSehorkln Ostrosub 
and Paul Webster bi Paris 

S CORES of terrified ci- 
vilians fled yet an- 
other village in cen- 
tral Kosovo yesterday as 
internatioiial human rights 
activists warned that Ser- 
bian leaders in Belgrade 
had deliberately blocked 
the distribution of mescal 
and food supplies. 

“The situation has deteri- 
orated." the intsniatloaal 
Federation of Human 
Rights I<eagnes and Dan- 
leUe RGtterrand’s France 
Llberth said In a Joint 
report. 

“Istemational warnings, 
threats of economic sanc- 
tions and military Inter- 
vention have achieved 
nothing. President [Slobo- 
dan] Milosevic continues to 
de& international opinion 
and lie openly while mak- 
ing it impossible fw the Al- 
banian population to 
return to their homes.’’ 

Zn Geneva United Nations | 
relief agencies issued an ap - 1 


peal for $54.3 million 
(£33 million) to help 270,000 
displaced people and avert a 
“humanitarian tragedy" in 
the coming winter. 

Sadako Ogata, the TIN 
High Commissioner for ; 
Refugees, said: “Adequate I 
f nndLTig is Critical to avert ' 
forther tragedy in the 
freezing hills where tens of 
thousands of displaced . 
people are hoddUng." I 

Serbian police advanced I 
on the village of Ostrozub 
along the only paved road 
in or out Albanian resi- 
I dents Qed In vehicles along 
a dirt track leading north 
j nnill they came to the edge 
' of a ells' impassable except 
on foot. 

Serbian infantry firing 
automatic weapons ad- 
vanced on the group of 
about 1,000 villagers, forc- 
ing them to flee down the 
cliff to the fiel^ and forests 
outside Ponorac. Then they 
systematically burned their 
vebicles and belongings. 

Kurt Sdtork is a n^rterjbr 
neuters. 


Andrew Meldnim 
In VIetoria Falls 


T he summit of seven 
African presidents aim- 
ed at stopping the war 
In Congo lurched from near 
breakthrough, with a peace 
plan ready for signing, to 
breakdown when the Congo- 
lese rebels abruptly quit the 
talks yesterday. 

T^ negotiations at the Vic- 
toria Falls resort in Zimba- 
bwe ended in a stalemate, 
with the leaders mAnaging 
only to agree to a ceasefire in 
principle, with a new round 
of negotiations needed to 
work out the specifics — 
though a cessation of fii^lting 
seemed highly unlikely. 

The rebel representatives 
left the summit after being 
blocked from holding direct 
talks with the manmey are 
fighting to oust — Congo's 
president. Laurent Kabila. j 

"They will only know we ' 
exist when we start shoot- 
ing," said the rebel leader. 
Bizlma Karahy, One of his 
colleagues added: "We are go- 


! ing back home now to do one , 
tlfeig only: to intKislfr our I 

camp ai gn gah ila ” j 

' If this were not enou^ to i 
make any ceasefire kxik 
remote, recriminations be- 
tween officials of countries at 
the summit added to the 
^oomy outUxik: charges of 
genocide, ethnic violence, 
treachery and lying ware ex- 
changed following the close of 
the talks. There were also 


the Organisation of African 
Unity in Addis Ababa. They 
are suppoeed to work out 
ceasefire details. 

AU this is a &r cry from 
Monday night when a draft . 
peace plan was printed and 
circulated for slmiizig in file 
morning. Instead, the rebds 
of the Coogedese Democratic 
CoalftioD (ROD) pulled out. 
President Kabila refused to 
accept that they should take 


Ostracised rebels quit and head home 
to intensify campaign against Kabila’ 


reports of renewed fighting in 
eastern Congo by Rwandan 
aikl Ugandan for^, and air 
strikes by Angola. 

Even so, ministers of de- 
fence of the seven countries at 
the summit — Cmago and its 
allies, Namibia. Angola and 
Zimbabwe, as well as Uganda 
and Rwanda sui^porting the 
rebels on the other aide, and 
Zambia taking a neotral ; 
stance — are to start meeting 
tomorrow at the headquarters 


part in the talks with the as- 
sembled African presidents. 
Zimbabwe and Angola backed 
him and the rebels had to sit 
in a separate room. The chair- 
man of tbe meeting, President 
Ftederlck Chlluba of Zambia, 
would brief them ou fire pro- 
ceedings. Zimbebw^ police , 
prevented journalists 
speaking to them. 

*How can we be bound by a 
ceasefire a graamonf hae ' 
be^ m^otlated behind our j 


backs^ aslffid Mr Karaha, as 
be marched ' out of his hotel 
yesto d ay. “Rie only Congo- 
lese tai file talks is Kabila, who 
has been kilUng our people." 

Once tbe rebels left, thing * 
fell apart. Tbe rebds’ Ugan- 
dan and Rwandan supporters 
objected to Qie peace plan as 
drafted. 

'“The leaders bad a golden 
opportunity to bear the case 
of file priiteqtal participants 
in the conflict, fiie rriiels. But 
the summit chose not to hea r 
tbeir grievances," said 
Joseph Bideri. ^fcesman for 
President Pasteur Blzlfflungu 
of Rwanda. 

Mr Bideri accused Presi- 
dent Kabila of uring Congo’s 
state media to urge citizens to 
take up arms and kill all Tutsi 
people In tbe country. 

cm foe ofo^ side, 
of Mr Kabila's government 
said the rebels were puppets 
0[ Uganda and Rwanda. Con- 
go’s foreign minister, Jean- 
Cbarles Okoto Lolacombe, 
said the two coimtries were 
“talking peace here in \Tc- 
toria nils but they are mak- 
ing war there in tbe Conga" 


din, whom parliament had re- 
jected for a second time on 
Monday. But the presidents 
failure to renominate him im- 
mediate suggested be was. 
as parliament bopod. consid- 
ering other candidates. 

Tbe two who emerged as 
froatruimers on Monday, tbe 
acting foreign minister. Yev- 
geny Primakov, .and Mos- 
cow’s mayor, Yuri Luzhkov, 
sounded less than enthusias- 
tic about heading a crisis 
government 

lie Duma leader w ho put 
Mr Primakov’s name forward, 
tbe liberal Grigory Yavlinsky, 
had not it turned out cleared 
file idea with the ex-Soviet in- 
telfigence (^iaf blmsrif 

‘T’m grateful to all those 
who have suggest my candi- 
dacy," said the 66-yearoId. 

I T^arded with loafoU% by tbe 
! American right bis at- 
I tempts to talk peace with Sad- 
I /jam Hussein. "However. I 
must unequivocally state; I 
cannot agree to this." 

I Mr Luzhkov was less cate- 


gorical. Ho simply Siild lluit 
there had been no diseuwtons 
Of hIs possible nomtn.Hiion. 

' "I’m .TlrKidy head of Ihe Mos- 
cow govermnwiL Is that so lit- 
tle?" he said. 

Nonetheless, leaders of tiu* 

lotrer hntek* of fKirli.'unpnt. 
the Duma, lined up yesterrtny 
to offe^ support to Mr Luzh- 
kov or Mr Primakov as alter- 
natives to Mr Chomomynlln. 

This In itself may make it 
hard for the proud, stubborn 
Mr Ydtsln to nomin.iie either 
man. He does not wont to be 
seen to be bowing to lUima 
initiatives. 

Yet there sw signs that par- 
Viament means busim-ss this 
ti me and is ready to reject Mr 
Chernomyrdin again If the 
president offers him. In that 
event Mr Yeltsin woukl be 
fon^ to dissolve tlu> Diinui 
and call new electiims. le;id- 
ing to furlhor political uncer- 
tainty, considereble expendi- 
ture and, eventually, a 
legislature even more hostile 
than the present otte. 


Nigeria frees 
20 Ogonis 
jailed with 
Saro-Wiwa 


tanBInck 
Dlplmiwlto Editor 


N IGERIA’S new mili- 
tary leader has freed 
20 Ogoni minority ac- 
tlviats, imprisoned 
wifi) the executed writer Eten 
Saro-Wwai and held since 
1394 on char^ of murdering 
four progtiveniment chiefe, it 
was annmxnced yesterday . 

TTte 20 were released by a 
court in the south-eastern 
city of Port Harcoort on Mon- 
day, In a further sign that 
Gffiieral Abdulsalami Abuba- 
kar is pursuing relativ^ lib- 
eral pedicles. 

A statement issued by the 
Movement for the Survival of 
Ogoni People (Mosop) said the 
detainees were rrirased un- 
conditionally and were 
receiving urgent medical 
care- 

Under Saro-Wiwa’s leader- 
ship, Mosop mounted a 
national and international 
campaign against pollution of 
the lands of the 500,000-strong 
Ogoni minority by tbe oil I 
giant Royal Dutdi^Sheli in I 
the Niger Delta. 

Saro-Wiwa and eight otber 
Ogonis were executed in defi- 
ance of worldwide pleas for 
clemency in November 1995. 
Nigeria was then suspended 
from tbe Commonwealth and 
sanctions were imposed in a 
vain and politically divisive 
attempt to force Nigeria back 
on to foe democratic path. 

According to Mo^, foe 20 
were tortured and held In sol- 
itary confinement in insani- 
tary coitions, sharing their 
I cells wifo rate, snakes and 
I cockroaches, vritb tbeir only 
' source of water a weO used to 
I dump dead inmates. 

'Tou were never sure of 
your life for tbe next minute.’' 
Nyteda Nasi^x), one cf foiose 
freed, said last nigbt *Tt was 
ve^ horrible." 

Confirmation of the 
releases will boost iK^tes for 
further change since General 
Abubakar, aged 56, a foamier 
army chief of stafC took over 
after file sudden deafii of Sanl 


' Abacha last Jimc. Gen .Abubn- 
kar h-**g already promised tu 
! hand over to an elected ruler 
i next May. On Monday, at his 
first press conference since 
asaumin g power, he released 
the draft constitution for the 
next civilian government 
which his predecessor had 
kept under wraps. 

A delighted Anita Roddick, 
founds of the Body Shop, 
who has been active In cam- 
paigning on behalf the 
Ogonis, said yesterday: "On 
the gallows our friend Ken 
Saro-Wiwa called on all of us 
to continue the struggla for 
the Ogoni people. Tbeir 
release is a huge step forward 
In securing justice for them 
and it must not be the last." 


‘You were never 
sure of your life for 
the next minute. It 
was very horrible* 

On Monday Gen Abubakar 
promised he would not allow 
any repeat of foe human 
ri^ts abuses committed b>’ 
tbe previous regime. He said 
those who misused fimds dur- 
ing tbe rule of his late prede- 
cessor were under investiga- 
tion and that foreign 
countries were helping track 
down nriMin g cash. 

Thousands of Nigerians 
flocked to the capital. Abida, 
yesterday for the launch of 
tbe second main party ex- 
pected to contest foe forth- 
coming elections. The All 
People’s Party and the 
People's Democratic Party, 
launched in Abuja last week, 
already dominate the terrain 
and group most tbe veter- 
ans from previous faiiaH at- 
tempts to end army rule. 

Neither has yet articulated 
clear policies or programmes. 
aKbougb both have tried to 
ensure a following from 
acrou a country where party 
politics usually end up in eth- 
nic horse-trading. 


"Promotfns Good Practice” 

NATIONAL SOCIAL INCLUSION 
CONFERENCE 

TO BE HELD IN LIVERPOOL 
17 - 18 SEPTEMBER 1998 

AUb 

The conference is aimed at senior staff, heads of 
d^tertment, local councilkN'S etc from those organisations 
able to develop and influence polides and actions which 
impact on sodN inclusion. 

OMEcmnss 

■ To provide an opportunity to share knowledge and 
experiences of go^ preedee. 

* To promote partnershkaa between dedston makeiv 
and those inv^ved In inffiatlves tackling poverty. 

• To demonstrate the impact and volume of responses 

to poverty and sodaf inchalon. 

• Discussion Gtol^ whh teams Involved in 
Innovative prci|ects such as LETS, W^lfere 
Rights Advice Projects, Area Partnerships, 
Credit Unions, CB^ etc 

- Speakere from Groups indudins Oxiki Poverty 

Action Group, European And-Poverty 
Network, Poverty Alliance. 

For further infbrmatton and booktng details, 
tel: 0800 387 318, fax: 0151 858 1798. 
0»S«nlsed by LNeipool Heusins Action 
Thist Ljverpooi City Ceundl and 
■ ■ ■ Comnunlties Against Poverty- 
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News in brief 


WORLD NEWS 7 


Palestine and Israel 
‘ignore human rights’ 

SutSt S h5>.7 con^aally sacrificed In Ok name of 

Si“3SS«-» 

pn>cess.-Zto«idSftar7w*,Jfera^^ 


Nazi loot may be returned 

2SS2?® ^ drains 

war aiMl now m Austrian museums wuW be i«umed to 
ftgr owners un ^alaw being sulMiittedtotheAiigfaHflnB^ 

m^tomCTTOW. The lawmay be passed by October 


SS?!i!S\!?^Ml’*®*™®fMo(toArtlnNewToricwBre 
cpafis»^ ^ ^ ns authmlties in January because they were 
claimed ty the heirs of Nazi victiins. — Itaiia-s, Vimna. 


50 die in bus crash 

at IJEACT 50 people have been killed and 80 iiyured in south-east 
Brazfl^er a lorry carrying dleael crashed into two buses cany^ 
l^pilgri^back from the Basilica of Our Lady of Apaiecida, a 

MglnetoBra^*s patron saint. Tha rtiMMgter ^g fT^^^Mxvwwf ^ 
mise days invotyiag religious woishipper& On Saturday. 24 
people died and neariySOO were injured when the roof <rfa church 

on the outskirts gfSao Paulo caved m — iZeuter.&zoAzido. 


Teenager held over shootings 

A'l'l£lsNAfiERhashe«>arwefltedinconTte<»HftnigTWi f‘hAmTmi»r 

of six peo{de in three different parts Of suburban Dsiver. & is 
being que^kmed about the shooting of a womiazi, two teeoaeefs 

and three men. Police had begun bv looking far anotb<tr iB.y»Bir. 
cdd whom they said was the link behpeen the kfnTTig c, fhanformrf 
be was anumg the victims. — Ratters, Datoff. 


Sierra Leone 1 6 appeal 

THE 16 civilians condemned to death last month fbr cdDabmating 
with the leaders of the 1907 coup in Siatra Leone have appealed 
against ttieir sentmoes. It was unclear when the appeal court 
would beer the case. If the appeal feUs, the accused can turn to the 
supreme court and finally the pre^dent — Ratios, FreoaoL 


Cambodian protest quelled 



CABCBODIAN wieMUie prads deared 

hundreda of demomstxators firom ontalde parfiament 
yesterday (a sc^arcaneTendor is chased, above). But 
autiioritiee backed down on a threat to arrest an 
oppositiou leader who oiyimsed the two-week-old protest 
Police used water cannons on pJrotesteis in *^Democxacy 
Square” against allseed firand in July electkms..Pctme 
MBnisterHnn Sen had announced their leader Shmltetnay 
would be arrested. Officials said yesterday there wereno 
snchplans. — IQck(hiinnii]M^Bnioe,FhnomFeoh. 


Maidens’ prayers answered 

TWENTY men attending a weekend prayer service at a mosque in 
ggnya,Ts hirni!d heme wlthahride each and 
20,000 shillings (about £210) Ibr a httneymoon as a gift hum the 
imam. 

During the service, the derlcannoanced be had 20 young 
wesnen seddng husbands and caned fi)T unmatTied men to step 
forward. He married them on the spot to the women **to reduce 
immorality in the town”. He had heard the women were going to 
an army camp to husbands. — AP, NairotA. 


Culinary revolution 

A MOSCOW art gaHeiy owner has been questioned by state 
prosecutors after a life^ized cake depicting Vladimir Lenin was 
eatm by guests and art critics at a recast ediibltion. Gonununist 
MPs complained that Sergei Tarabovbrokai the law against 
in piiMnp anaHoMalflgure.H6saidtoecake,d es ig n e d bythe 
artist Yury Shabelnikov. symbolised the end ofthe 20th century 

and Lenin’s pivotal role to it — AP. JMbscoio. 


Shark ‘killed divers’ 

TWO Ubited States divers who were Irft bdiind <ai Austtella’s 
Great Barrier Rerfhy their darter boat were probably eaten by a 
tiger slailL an inquest in Cairns beard yesterday, ^inquest 

w^also mvestigate how the boat returned to port wtthout 


why no alarm was raised for two days. -T 



Bil^d 

by Eric Treuille & Ursula Fenigno 

El 6.99 ptos 9 9 P UK p&pPubfehed by OorfngKln^^ 

‘'niio expert braad 

makers cetebnita this 
'! universal food wtth a 
sig>eit collection of 
more IhaniOO dendous 
redpes^Some 
mouth-waterfog breads 
S (tom: cont in ental 
d8sdC8,'Tusean 
focae da s to Indian flat- 
breads and rustic French 
ioavBS. AD the essentials 
are covered in full and 

the best part is that foe 
art of maldng and eating 
good bread, k now 
aecesdbia to everyone. 

CultureShop Freephone 0500 600 102 

Or *ito >ow o«W vrth a IK diW Pe«» «w 
aso WMWn AffnuB. wodon W8 Sffi. 
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TbeOuarOan 


The ancient train of empire that 
carries Eritrea’s new dreams 


Eritrea is one of the poorest 
countries in the world. Yet 
David Hirst in Asmara finds it 
using self-reliance to build a 
society free of many of the 
problems of developing nations 


S O HOW Old is this 
lathe, I asked Seycm 
Berakl. foreman at 
the Asmara woik- 
shops of Eritrean 
Railways, pftfnting to an an- 
tique contraption bussing 
merrily at the end of a strap 
attached to a wi/itnr on 
ceiling? 

he said, it was already 
quite old when he began work 
there. That was hi 1940. Eri- 
trea was an Italian etdo^. Its 
railway was a triumph ^Ital- 
ian engineerhig. In f*— 

30 miles it rises a spectacular 
7.SQQft, from the sweltering 
Bed Sm port of bfasam to toe 
cool of the highland 
wipHai^ Asmara. 

vntb Exittaa’s Can to the 
British in 1941. and its ab- 
sorptirxi into EtMoi^ 

10 years later, the railway 
kept going until the 1970s 
when, in the war between 
Ethiopia *Tvi its rebellious 
province, both sides ripped 
up every rail and metal 
sleeper in the land for use In 

tf ftfirhffg and torrifiratirtng 

After victory in the libera- 
tion war in 1991, toe new-bmn 
Eritrean state received for- 
eign edfers to rebuild toe rail- 
way. ’ll would have cost us at 
least yjonTnitiiftfi [gjaomfl- 
lion].” the railway chief, 
Amanuel Selassie, said. ‘Tt 
was just too damwaH expen- 
sive, so we decided to do it for 
ourselves." 

There can he few relics of 
the steam era toe ^ 
tonne Giovanni Ansaldo. 
Genoa 1937, or the S&tonne 
Emesto kfflan 1927, 

ontside railway museums, 
and surely none being 
restored as an integral part cf 
a country’s transport system. 

Erhrean Bailwaya boasts 
smne 20 of tkawa quaint ma- 
chines. Some look decrepit; 
Others gleam proudly in 
freshly painted livery of red 
and Ua^ The men, like IMr 
Beraki, who wror^ht this 
txansfonnatian are older 
toe locomotives. 

Y ounger genera- 
tions have been 
scouring fomier bat- 
tlefields fix' rail and 
sleqier, then laying 
thiiwi anew in toeir ori^nal 
locations. It will cost Eritrea 
Tintkfng in farwign expertfee, 
and a few million pounds fix 
a track-laying machine and 
the nuts and bolts. 

B is a pictaresque meta- 
phor for this African country, 
so di ff ere n t from almost any 
other, so moch at variance 
5rith the famntar Western 
peroeptioDS of a conttoeot 

sunk in w»iaini( jies natural 

*firi man-made ^ hunger, 
debt, civil war. 

Statistiiadly. Eritrea is one 
of the world’s poorest 
countries. One can just about 
believe in country- 
side; where fennezs stQl work 
their rc^ged hi g4ii«nd 


plots with yoked oxen and 
primitive wooden plough. But 
tf 8 harder in the towns. 

It ia not n e c essar y to arrive 
in an Asmara at war from toe 
anarchy of suppoeedly more 
sophisticated capitals such as 
Cairo or Beirut to wonder at 
the order and deanliness of 

toe place, its weQ-kept public 
at the mere eada- 
tence, let alone AmettosilDg, 


<^aneh services, virtually un- 
k ii o wu in tha MirMiw East, as 
public ♦»TT>innft booths; at 
toe few, nriamiAd policemen 


directing well-disciplined 
ir ai fri t* There are virtually no 
begg ars, and virtually no 

The secret of this African 
mizaele is rooted in the feet 
that BiiUed was the last Afri- 
can state to win independence 


and the first to do so from an- 
other Afirlcan state, ♦>»»* 
It did so in one of toe most 
remarkable “tuple's wars" 
ever waged. 

“Doing it ourselves" — as 
the railway chief said — sums 
It up: self-feliance, ingrained, 
paMlonate, stnbbom to the 
point of masodiism. lies at 
the heart, of the “ethics of the 
bush”. It' was mculcated by 
toe lonaisnftaa of that 30-year 
epl& it has left Eritreans 
deeply anchored in them- 
eelv^ their experience. 
So it’s almost a fetish of their 
leadership that, while open to 
the world, it doesn't accept 
“models", or formulae, (tf any 
kind. 

‘Hie eounlry has yet to rat- 
ify a constitution, fr is typical 

toat * 1 ^* «WirtnM 

have taken so long, and 
bros^t the entire peo^ into 
a paat debate about it “They 

gftmoMmflw study fbtng a tO 6X- 

cess here," said a Western 
banlmr, “but It pays oto Presi- 
dmt [lulas] Afewerkl ri^tly 
s ays Eritrea is the tor- 
toise that gets there in toe 
end." 

The Eritrean solution is 
cleai^ not a fully-fledged, 
functioning democracy by the 
criteria of multi-party phxral- 
ism, independent Tnpdta civil 
society. 

“We think aH 
atimiM have the right to es- 
tablish parties," said Yemasl 
Gebreab, a presidential ad- 
viser. “But WealSO thlnV- th»t 
having partiee' for its own 
aakfl is meaningfesa More im- 
portant is to ensure the con- 
tinuous engagement of the 
populatlmi In political 

AH the former guerrilla 
fighters worked fbr nothing 
till 1996 and then took sala- 
ries of which the highest — 
the president’s — is about 
£490. 

“Most African leaders are 
emperors,” said a Sudanese 
opposttlcxi leader, marvelUng 
at the modesty of Eritrea’s 
ruling class. A minister 
makes an aj^intment to see 
you tn the sizzqdest of lean-to 
coOee shops outside his min- 
istry; there are no perks, no 
official cars and, even In new 
buildings, no US to a mtols- 
teris fhurto^oor office. 

Such a lifestyle is one 
reason why the regime is 
highly pcrnidar and respected. 
Pure it can demand 


high standards from others, 
president Afewerkl has said 
Africa’s curse is not tois or 
that airn or objective, but toe 
corruptloD of regimes that 
embody them. 

Anotoar African, kfertyn 
Ngwenya, head (tf the Uni^ 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme in Asmara, bears lyz^ 
leal witness to the “cournp- 
tlon-free development 
environment” Eritrea has 
achieved. He says: “Here toey 
fisht corruptloa better even, 
than Canada or the US; toe 



A steam engine built In Italy after the first world war symbolises the Eritrean ’tortoise that gets there in the end’ 


convergence between what 
toey say and what they actu- 
ally do is almost com^^.” 
The country's youth is as- 
siduously schooled in the 
“ethics of the bush”. Natloual 
service — compulsory for 
both men and women ~ con- 
sists of six months' military 
tr aining , followed by a year of 
“bee work” for toe state. 
Every year some 40,000 
youngsters lay railway 
tracks, build scores of micro- 
dams, repair hundreds of 
m«M of biSskle letraces and 
plant muiinne of tzves in a 
country whose forest cover 
was zinced by war from 
30 per cent of the land sur&ce 
to less toan 1 per cent 
Not for Eritreans anything 
that smacks of the "aid depen- 


dency'’, (Tippling indebt- 
edness, of so many African 
countries. 

T he govermnent took 
fbod distribution out 
of the hands of for- 
eign donors, and 
sought to shift the 
country by swift, perhaps 
avoidably harsh, stages from 
an internationally relief- 
based economy to a locally 
productive one. 

Tnsiirfing that all wbo could 
should work for a living, it in- 
stituted a programme of 
•Work for Ibod”, then 'Work 
for money”; then stopped di»- 
trlbuting aid altoge^r. It 
reje(Xed aid or development 
projects it did not controL 
Chitside control and super- 


vision, said the Elritreans, 
might be valid in other parts 
of Africa theirs being a 
wholly honest administra- 
tion. they were not valid here. 
"It’s great to work for a gov- 
ernment that truly leads,” Mr 
Ngwenya said. 

The United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment ^SAID) has granted Er- 
itrea a privileged status all its 
own. "The work ethic here is 
amazing.” said the foreign, 
banker. “Last year there were 
two cases of fraud: you proba- 
bly have SO a day in Nigeria. 
And people pay their taxes.” 
Not just easily levied indir^ 
ones, but progressive, per- 
sonal income tax of up to 
49 per cent In the West that 
might seem unremarkable; 


here it's another of the attain- 
ments that set Eritrra apart. 

These are many inde^ Un- 
fortunatdy, the greatest and 
most obvious are sUn the mil- 
itary ones. That was pro\'ed 
once again in the past two 
months by the seeming 
with which a people of 3 mil- 
lion more than held their own 
in battle against Ethiopia’s 
60 million. 

It will take time for quali- 
ties that serve so well in war 
to yield their peacetime 
fruits. But, said the banker, 
“come back in 30 years, and I 
guarantee the tortoise will 
have more than arrive(L'’ 

And perhaps, bj’ then, Eri- 
trea will have become that 
African model it could not 
discern anywhere else. 


Moroccans stuck between 
the Rock and a hard place 


AMI Oooch In Madrid 


G IBRALTAR’S Moroo- 
f3iT> inunigrants. al- 
ready stripped of per- 
manent resideiuto 
fband themselves ftzrther 
margiiudised yesterday 
when a pensioner's plea for 
benefits was rejected. 

Gibraltar’s supreme 
court rolfrig, triddi affects 
about 4,000 pensioners and 
resident guest workers, 
'bars Fafima Ouzaa, aged 
.68, foom entitlement to 
health care. She' wfll have 
to survive on' a basic pen- 
simi of £74 a month. 

New immigration rules 
adopted by 'toe Gibrattar 
government deprive hnmlr 
grants of residency lights 
onoe they retire. Residency 
passes ■ are replaced with 
visitor cards giving access 
to the Biritish colony but 
nothing more. 

Wcv&za’ dependants are 
denied resident status. 
Those returning firactn Mo- 
rocco often have their pass- 
ports confiscated to stop 
them crossing into Europe. 

A spokesman for Mrs 
Ouzaa's lawyers said: “Sw 
has paid her foil social seco- 
rtty contribution and is «st- 


tttled to chum her benefits." 

She was among some 
5,000 Moroccans reenzited 
to replace Spanish workers 
after the border between 
Gibraltar and Spain was 
closed by General Franco 
in 1968. They w e re given 
work pemito and resident 
sto.tas, and they paid social 
security (xmtxlbutions- 

Mrs Onzaa worked as a 
cleaner for 2S years. 


'Gibraftar does not 
have money to pay 
pensions - Brftain 
refuses to help' 


son and daughter and their 
AiiwiHee aU Uve and work 
in the colony. Returning to 
G i b raltar after a recent trip 
to Morocco she was tedd 1^ 
immigratlOB authorities 
that her resident’s permit 
would be replaced by a visi- 
tor’s pass, which does not 
entitle her to health care. 

“It is an example of the 
ethnic cleansing we’ve been 
seeing since the govern- 
ment brou^ in new immi- 
gration regulations,” a 


human rights monitor said. 

“These have been passed 
by decree without a proper 
bearing in the assembly be- 
cause Gibraltar just doesn’t 
have enough money to meet 
pfgpyinn requirements and 
the British government re- 
fuses to help.” 

The Mixoccan workers 
are victims of an agreement 
between Britain and Spain 
to ensure Spanish workers 
excluded firom tbe Rock in 
1969 received pensions 
even fliongb they had con- 
tributed relativ^ little to 
<Hbraltar*s pension ftind. 

To limit the amount pay- 
able, tbe (Hbraltar govern- 
ment fiitxEe tbe basic rate of 
parirtnwg and set Up a "dis- 
eretiemary” ftmd to provide 
top-up coverage for full 
Gibraltar citizens. 

The acting chi^ Justice, 
Felts Pisarello, ruled that 
Mrs Ouzaa had no entitle- 
ment to workers' rights, 
such as health care, be- 
cause she had retire d and 
the benefits were tied to 
being a woEknr. 

Her lawyers argued that 
her treatment contravened 
a trea^ between the Euro- 
pean Union and Morboco 
that en-fitled Immigrant 

workers to fall benefits. 


Foreign Office wants 
Sudan links restored 


Ian Black 
Diplomatic EcBtXH- 


RTTAIN is hoping for a 
(luick restoration of foil 
relations With Sudan 
despite both countries having 
re^ed their ambassadors 
after Tbny Blair bailed last 
month’s attack by the United 
States on a Khartoum pbar- 
maceutical fectory. 

Robin Cook, the Foreign 
Secretazy, is planning to meet 
his Sudanese counterpart at 
tbe United Nations in New 
York at the end of the month, 
a (dw signal that Britain 
wants business as usual as 
soon as possible. 

Omar Bireedo, Sudan’s am- 
bassadix to Britain, yester^ 
day paid a fereweU call on a 
Foreign Office minister, 
Derek Fatchett. and both said 
they that the with- 

drawal was temporary, “We 
hope to able to get hack to 
normal soon,'* an official said. 

Public. Britain supported 
tbe US missile attacks on Af- 
ghanistan and Sudan on 
August .20 — retaliation for 
what Mr Blair called tbe “evil 
crinies" (tf the txnnbing on 
August 7 of the US embassies 
in Eenya and Tanzania, But 
in the Foreign Office there Is 


scepticism about the justifica- 
tton for targeting tbe Khar- 
toum plant 

The US showed Britain its 
evidence of production of 
what it had said were compo- 
nents for chemical weapons 
at Sbife feertory. allegedly 
part-owned or financed the 

Saudi dissident Osama Bln 
Laden, But Whitehall officials 
admit privately questioning 
how compelling this evidence 


Diplomats are 
sceptical about US 
evidence justifying 
Khartoum attack 


was. Support for Washington, 
they acknowledge, may have 
been a knee-jerk response by 
an instinctively pro-US Down- 
ing Street. 

Reports from the US have 
sug^sted that a son sample 
taken by a CIA agent may not 
have been comdusive proof. 

In late August, Sudan an- 
nounced it would be recalling 
its ambassador and his (feputy. 
It demanded that Britain do 
likewise. But the Foreign 
Office said its small Khartoum 


embas^ could not fonetion 
without Its two top men, so it 
ordered all tbe British dipio 
mats there to return home or 
re-deploy for tod work to Ke- 
nya. The ambassador. Alan 
Goulty, is leaving Khartoum in 
the nest few days. 

Before these diplomats can 
return, though. Foreign 
Office sources said that Lon- 
don would have to be con- 
vinced they would be g-ifo , In 
the light of Britain’s open 
identification with the US 
bombing. 

Sudan has insisted that tbe 
Shiih plant had no to Mr 
Bin Laden, accused by the US 
(tf masterminding the two US 
embassy attacks, in which 263 
people — hududing 12 Ameri- 
cans — were killed. 

Before tbe crisis Britain 
had made pngress in h^ing 
maintain a peace deal be- 
tween tbe Itoamist govern- 
ment in Khartoum «nrf tte 
main rebel group in the 
south, tbe Sudan Pe^le's Lib- 
eration Army. 

Sudan's 15-year civil war 
costs the Khartoum govern- 
ment £1,2 minion a day, while 
relief agencies are gppnriin p 
£600,000 a day to alleviate the 
consequences of the ccmflict 
in one (tf Africa’s poorest 
countries. 
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Comment 


Diary 


Matthew 

Norman 


I N news likely to dismay 
tans ofUs hard-mas per- 
sona, Jack Straw lias 
been taoimded from office. 
He qnit as of 

Pimlico SchooFs governors. 
Poor Jack has been under 
pressure over his support 
fbr plans to demolish the 
school building, sell a 
chunk of the site to a devel- 
oper and then rebuild — 
plans that would treat pu- 
pils and staff to Ibnr idyllic 
years on a bnildiBg site. In 
late July, after parents 
passed a vote of no confi- 
dence In by 73 votes to 5 
(having voted 155-6 agtd^ 
the reboUding itself) ata 
tempestuous meetutg. Jack 
insisted he would not go. 
But then so, once, did David 
Mellor, and yesterday the 
scboolleamt that he's stood 
himself down as chairman, 
although he will stay on as a 
governor. What the official 
reason is, we will have to 
wait and see, bat parents 
suspect his spirit was bro- 
ken by the temepstoous 
July meeting and critical 
articles in the press. If so. 
It’s a poor show. There’s no 
room for lily livers in the 
^ht against cxime. Jack. 
Noroomatali. 

T he process of histori- 
cal revisionism 
thrives at Wapplng, 
jndglngby a review ofPeter 
Preston’snovel 51st State in 
the Sunday Times. In this 
piece, Hugo Barnacle 
reports that when Peter was 
editing this paper, “the Sun 
staff used to bet him that 
they conld write and edit a 
flawless week’s run of his 
broadsheet any time, but 
that his people could never 
prodnee a single edition of 
the Son. The bet was not ac- 
cepted, ” writes Mr Barna- 
cle. ascribing these cold feet 
to Intellectual snobbery. 

For the record, the bet was 
accepted, ^eefolly. and it 
was Kelvin McKenzie who 
weIshed.oa the deaL Callus 
wooly minded, polenta eait- 
ing, bleeding heart chatter- 
ers by allmeans . . . but 
don’t ever call us chicken. 


W itH the House of 
IA>rds in grave 
peril, the Diary 
seeks to improve its public 
image by iUnstratlnghow 
mnch hereditary peers have 
to offer with new feature 
Peer of the Week. liiangnral 
subject is that noblest of 
young Lords, tihe 27-yeai> 
old ninth Earl of Hard- 
wicke. Not the man to rest 
idly on ancestral laurels, 
the Earl seeks to make a 
way for himself in the harsh 
world of commerce. Accord- 
ing to the News of the 
World, his Irfir^liip offered 
to sell a reporter two grams 
of the very finest cocaine. 
For this, LordHhas been 
suspended fium the Lords; 
but here we take a more 
generous view of a young 
man devoted to enterprise 
culture. By way of tribute 
we will be featuring fasri- 
nating foots about the Earl 
In the days ahead. 

T here is no room 
today, alas, for the 
promteed extract from 
All For Love, Exp ress editor 
Rizla Rosie Boycott’s 
steamy classic. We wiU, 
however, return to 1930 
tomorrow, when virginal 
debutante Violet Harconrt 
meets Australian media 
magna to .r amiwa Pr aiwlrlf n at 

a party, and then repairs to 
his car for a snog. The un- 
scheduled delay is unfortu- 
nate, but at least gives ns all 
the chance to fetch In the ' 

bromide. i 

G lancing at the 
diary for fringe 
events at Labour's 
Conference, the eye is 
caught by the AU-Party 
Football Group’s forum on 
September 29. Chairman 
Jack Ashley will be there, 
along with Football 
League’s chief executive 
Richard Scudamore, Goiv 
don l^y lor of the Profos- 
slonal Footballer’s Associa- 
tion and “a leading ^nre 
from the Premier Le^ue”. 
The event, Manchester 
United tens will be thrilled 
to learn, is sponsored by 

SkySggHs. 

■ Jh\aNWHZLE, firm 
^dence emerges 
■ Wl that New Labour is 
striving to deflect accusa- 
tions that It is tending 
towards an obsession with 
making a quick buck. (k>n> 
forence passes fbr journal- 
ists have just arrived, with 
them a sweet little necklace 
to clip them onto. On these 
fetching fashion accessories 
— known by the Labour 
press oflOee as “dog leads” 

— there appear, at one-inch 
intervals, the name of the 
snpermarket Someifleld. 
Such class, such elegance. 



Brave new 
deal 


The Marxists return to pronounce 
on the fruit of their ideas: Biairism 


Jonathan 



O N October 15, Tony 
Blair will confront his 
parents. Not his real 
parmts of course, but the 
^iritnal progenitors of the 
New Labour project — the 
clutch of men and women 
whose intellectual spadework 
In the 1980s helped pave the 
way to Number 10. After an 
absence seven years, Marx- 
ism Today is coming bade. 

Of course, it’s a bit much to 
credit a humble magazine 
with spawning today’s 
Labour Govermnent — espe- 
cially one that never sold 
more than 17/ioO copies. But 
Marxism Today always 
punched for above its weight 
It was the first to define 
’Thatcherism”, even before 
Margaret Thatcher was in 
office, and predicted Labour’s 
wilderness years loi^ before 
anyone else. In 1988 it scored 
its bifi^st triumph. Under 
the banner “New Times”, it 
declared that the world had 
rhang pd so dramatically, all 
the old left assumptions were 
no longer valid. The bottom 
line: Labour would have to 
make its peace with capital- 
ism and the free market The 
Journey from New Times to 
New Labour took just a few 
years. 

Now Marxism Today Is 
oozning out retirement; like 
the Ftank Sinatra of old, it 
win make one last special ap- 
pearance. It aims to deliver 
its verdict on Blair and Blair- 
ism, but if past form is any 
gu^ it might well do some- 
thing more — providing a 
road-map for the coming de- 
bate in Mtish polities. 

The effort began at the 
weekmid, when 30 academics, 
journalists and assorted left- 
ies g^ered to hammer out 
their ideas. The scope for sat- 
ire was immense: former rev- 


olutionaries convening in 
Surrey, holed op in a plush 
residential conference centre 
more used to training week- 
ends for Rentokil middle 
manners than late nights 
plotting the demise of Inter- 
national capitalism. “Com- 
rades”, “communism” and 
“Marxfom” were uttered 
rarely, and only then 
wrrq>ped inside large Inverted 
commas. The fovoured Ian- j 
guage was the jazgon of cul- 
tural studies, the argot in 
which no one ever does any- 
thing — they "create a space” 
to do something instead. 
Answers were not given so 
much as “framed” eristing in 
a "matrix” before forming 
part of a "projeef- 

FOr all that, some clear 
lines of argument soon 
emerged. The tone was set by 
Eric Hobsbawm, the veteran 
Marxist historic who at 81 
still has the gtomina to sit 
through four consecutive two- 
bour sessions — with enou^ 
energy for another marathon 
I debate after dinn er. He delhr- 
' ered an opening lecture on 
the End of Neo-Liberalism, 
identifying the current eco- 
nomic collapse in Asia and 
Russia as cracks in tiie focade 
of world capitalism. 

With tile special glee of 
those who have waited a life- 
time for vindication, Hobe- 
bawm insisted that here, at 
last was proof that the free 
market did not have all the 
answers. After two decades 
ly^ supine in the face of 
laissez:fiiire economics, the 
left could fight back — loudly 
arguing that unfettered mar- 
ket forces spelled disaster. 

In a pleasing historical 
irony, the left's best aigument 
woold be Russia: the one 
place where capitalism un- 
bound bad been tried — and 


failed. So tids became the cmi- 
tral questiem: after ye^ of 
believing that economics is 
beyond the reach politics, 
tiiat the maiket is a force of 
nature beyond our control, 
mi^t now be the time to as- 
sert oursdves once more? , 
Stun, the worid is becoming a 
giant, sin^e market — with 
capifrd flowing across the 
planet In seconds, and e-mail 
missives zipping throi:)^ the 
ether — but maybe govmm- 
ments can do something to 
tame it. to r^;ulate It, to chan- 
nel it to make societies more 
just? And even, to revive a 
quaint idea, more equal? Ap- 
proaching midnight on Satur- 
day. Stuart Ban, the doyen of 
the mteDectual left, put his 
finger on ib “Can you graft 
your conscience onto 
capitalism?” 

T his is not revohzti<m. It's 
more aWn to the awaken- 
ii% of a sleeping giant 
And, just like the Eaiiytale, 
the giant believes it can smell 
blood. A whiff encourage- 
ment came from Anatole Ka- 
letsky, economics columnist 
of Ri^it Murdoch’s Times, 
who like an emissary from be- 
hind enemy lines gave four 
reasons csqittalism was 
safe — but why the right-wii^ 
ideology of “mazket ftmda- 
mentalism” was doomed. 
Here was a man living inside 
the belly of the global, corpo- 
rate beast dedazlng that capi- 
talism actually regiared gov- 
ernment intervention, and 
that parties of the centre-left 
were the only people voters 
trusted to do it If the current 
trends in financial meltdown 
continued, governments — 
even Tony Blair's — would 
have to raise taxes, spend 
money and let inflattow in- 
crease. Social democrats 


I should get ready: the moment 
I for their comeback was ni^ 

There are problems, of 
course. Few of the Mhndsm 
Today crowd advocate a 
return to the old-style statism 
cf socialism past And tb^ 
are short of concrete altema- 
tives, offerii^ few ideas fbr 
what governments can actu- 
ally do a fact which 
brou^t a scolding from Geoff 
Mulgan, a former MT contrib- 
utor and now star-mmnber of 
the Number 10 Policy Unit 

Be admonished elders 
and Hobsbawm for a 
"hollowness'' in their argu- 
ment; tiiey could talk a good 
game, but where were their 
practical proposals for 
action? 

In some ways, it was an un- 
foir question. Maiusm Today 
was never a think-tank ofite-- 
ing wonk-ish papers on 
micro-policy. If s in the busi- 
ness of anriysls and the b^ 
pictore. And this weekend it 
groped toward a view vriiich : 
might shape progressive I 
thinking for the years ahead. 
It declared that Tony Blair ' 
has signed up for Thatcher- 
ism just as that creed is com- 
ing unstuck. 11 reminded it- 
self of the pemicous effects of 
inequality (hearing compre- 
hensive data on how socially 
iqjost societies are also p^f- 
cttily unhealthy ones). And it 
committed itself to a new 
task: to remind Labour of its 
historic mission, and to 
renew its foitfa In the power to 
act In the new era, such 
action will not be the exclu- 
sive task of government The 
left win have to develop new 
ways for people to act cOZlec' 
tiv^, beyond the state. But 
next numth Marxism Today 
will send New Labour a mes- 
sage: the days of surrender 
could soon be over. 


Forty years after the Affluent Society, the difference between rich and poor has grown far greater 


The rich drive by 


J K Galbraith 

I T is now 40 years, and 
something more, since I 
surveyed the scene In the 
economically advanced 
countries, especially the 
United States, and wrote 
The Affluent Society. 

In a murii-quoted pas- 
sage, that I thiMiglit at the 
time was perhaps too ex- 
travagant, 1 told of the fam- 
ily that took its modem, 
blghly-styled aatomoblle 
out for a holiday. They 
went throng streets and 
coontiyside made hideous 
by commercial activity and 
commercial art. They spent 
their ev ening In a p ubli c 
park replete with refuse 
and disorder, and dined on 
delicately packaged food 
, from an expensive, porta- 
ble re&te^tor. 

So it seemed 40 years ago; 
in the time that has elated 
the contrast between 
needed public services and 
affluent private consump- 
tion has become moch 
greater. Every day the 


press, radio and television 
proclaim the abundant pro- 
daction of goods and the 
need for more money for 
education, public works 
and the desolate condition 
of the poor in the great 
cities. Clearly affluence in 
the advanced countries is ' 

Ktill a hi g hl j nn» ipial thing . | 

All this, were 1 writii^ ' 
now. 1 would still empha- . 
slse. I would especially 
stress the continuing un- 
happy position of the poor. 
This, if anything, is more 
evident now. 

Then in the United States 
U was tile problem of soufhr 
em plantation agrlenttoFe 
and the hills and hollows of 
the mral Appalachian na- 
teao. Now it Is the problem 
of the great metropolis. 
There is another contrast 
I Were 1 writing now, i 
I would give enqihasis to the 
: depressing difference in 
well-being between the af- 
fhient world and the less 
fortunate countries — 
mainly the post-colonial 
world. The rich countries 
have their rich and poor. 


The world has its tirii and 
poor nations. 

The problem is not eco- 
nomics; it goes back to a fhr 
deeper part of baman na- 
ture. As people become fbr- 
tnnate in their personal 
well-being, and as 
countries b»x>me similarly 
fortunate, there Is a com- 


People suffer from 
the disorder and 
cruelty of bad 
government 

mon tendency to Ignore the 
poor, or to develop some 
rationalisation for the gf»od 
fortune of the fortunate. 
Responsibility is assigned 
to the poor themselves. 
Given their personal dlq;x)- 
sition and moral tone, they 
are meant to be poor. Pov- 
erty is both inevitable and. 
In some measure, deserved. 
The ftnrtunate individuals 
and comitiles enjoy their 


well-being without the bur - 1 
den of conscience, without i 
a tconbiesome sense of ' 
responsibility. 

This is something X did 
not recc^ttise 40 years ago; 
it is a habit of mind to 
which I would now attri- 
bute major reaponsiUttty. 
This is not, of course, the 
full story. After Qie Seomd 
.World War decolonisation, 
an admirable step, nonethe- 
less left a number of 
conntries without eflbetive 
self-governmenL Nothing is 
so important fbr ectw nimto 
development and the 
human ctmdition as stable, 
reliable, competent and 
honest government. 'Thia , 
in Important parts of the 
world, is still laeiritig . Noth- 
ing is so accepted in our 
times as respect for sover- 
eignty, notitii^ on occa- 
sion BO protects disorder, 
poverty and hardship. Here 
Pm not suggesting an inde- 
pendent role for any one 
country and certainly not 
for the United States. T do 
bdleve we need a nuudi 
! stronger role for intenia- 


tlonal action, including the 
United Nations. We need to 
have a much larger sense of 
common responsibility for 
those snfiering from the 
WMkness, corruption, dis- 
order and cruelty of bad 
government or none at alL 
Sovereigntir, thnmgh tt has 
something close to rell- , 
gions status In modem po- 
litical thought, must not 
protect human despair. 
This may not be a popular i 
point; xtopnlnrity is not al- 
ways a test, of needed 
intelligence. 

So I take leave of my 
woA of 40 years ago. 1 am 
not entirely dissatisfied 
witii It, but I do not 
gerate its role. Books may 
be of some service to 
hmwan understanding and 
action in their time, 'niere 
remains the possibility, 
even the probability, that 
they do more for the self- 
esteem of the author than 
for the fote of the world. 

Extracted from the 1998 UNDP 
Human Development report, 
published today. 


poly 

Toynbee 


B RDSTON Hffl Job Centre 
is a showcase for wdCsre 
to work. This week 
alone, its giagming, stateof- 

me-art technology has had 
ofBcialvisitsfir(xnLatvia,Is- 
raid and Norway. I first vis- 
ited when it be^ as a ‘Tath- 
Qnder” pilot in January. 

Hie manager and newly 
recruited New-deal advisers 
were brimming with enthu- 
Siam, and so were their first 
Young people were 
pouring in eff tiie streets unin- 
vited — let alone dragooned — 
at twice the rate anticipated In 
Lambeth’s carefully laid stra- 
tegic plan. 

This week 1 went back to 
find out bow it has taied since 
then. Nationally and locally 
New-deal statistics are col- 
lected with unusually detailed 
scrupulousness, nothing hid- 
dku an admirably 
transparent 

Looking back ai Lambeth’s 
origiiial New-deal plan, those 
projections can easily be com- 
pared with what has actually 
happened in tite first montiis. 
Sadly, It is not yet looking as 
good as U should, with many 
fewer jobs found than they'd 
hoped. 

Lambeth was set a perfor- 
mance target to place 800 
young people in jobs in the 
first year, counted from last 
AprlL So for they have only 

ff> nnd jphsftw half Troiny 

people as they planned by the 
end of June — only 101 in the 
jfiist three months. 

If s early days and the pace 
may pidc up, but the rate will 
have to more than double if i 
they are to hit their annual j 

target. Lambeth’s plan was al- | 
ready scaled down from the 
national one, to alio w for its 
acute problems as one the 
most deprived boroughs with 
hl^ unemployment and low 
educational attainmentfi . 

That means tbat while the 
New-deal rationally was ex- 
pected to get 4Ci per cent into 
jobs by the end June, Lam- 
beth’s target was only set at 30 
per cent In fact, in tiie first 
three months, they’ve only 

tnanag ad Wl par /-ant 

As a result more have grme 
onto other New-deal options 
instead: 50 per cent, have gone 
into work {^cements with 
charities. 

M any have disap- 
peared from the 
scheme alfr^ther to 
I 'tonknown” destinations, just 
vanished and stopp^ draw- 
ing benefit Some may have 
gotreal jobs without bother- 
ing to tell their advisers, ^me 
may have been working and 
drawing beofflt fraudulentiy . 
Others may earn a Ixviz^ in 
crime. SoiTO bave come back 
in. but are recorded as new 
cases. But no-one knows. The 
number who have disap- 
peared equals tiie nunfoer 
who have found jobs. 

Already the Tories are 
qitids to gloat over any hint 
that Labour's oentz^iece 
sociri policy isn’t woriong. 

But it would be brutally 
wrongtosay the New-deal is 
failing just because It isn’t yet 
hitting its targets. 

These are very early days, 
and ifLambeth’s p3an was 
over-optimistle thafs not par- 
ticularly important. New-deal 
architects always Mid there 
would be mistakes, 

thingg wrwilH naarf fftiang in g 

as It goes along. It is, after all, a 
gigantic social experiment 
• The more I see of it the 
more convince I am that it 
will do a great deal of good. 
Watching what happens on . 
the ground there can be no 
doubt tbat it is alzeady trans- 
forming the lives of many of 
the young who have foUm 
throu^ every other net Stat- 
isticians are now devising a 
scale to measure emplc^^fl- 
Ity, so they can record how 
nmch add^ value New- 

deal has given those passing 
through it if they don't get 
Jobs now they may stffl have 
improved their life chances. 

It’s easy to forget how mud- 
dled some people’s lives are. 

The best plans can’t encom- 
pass the weirdness ^ 
human condition. Spendinga 
day witii Mandie, the same 
New-deal adviser I visited be- 


fore. 1 found her as enthusL-is- 
ticasever. claiming most but 
not all, of her clients do want 
Jobs. Yet she often finds pecu- 
liar obstedes in their path. 

Take Mike, the 2S year old 
wbo arrived for an hi.s inter 
views with his mother. Gradu- 
ally Mandle realised that his 

mother never left him alone 
for a moment a^ that's why 
be was unemployable. M.mdle 
hurried him Intoa training 
Job. just to get him .away on 
his own, but his mother in- 
sisted on coming toa 'The em- 
phvers had to drive her away 
Ecoax their door, but she 
stayed outside all day waiting 
for him. "He’s doing bril- 
liantly weU. Now we've got 
him on his own, we’ll manage 
to get him a job too.” Only 
such intense persona! help 
can unravel these things. Be- 
fore. dUficult cases drifted on 
forever. 

^Tnndio is trying to manipu- 
late Jam le onto an education 
course, but he refuses. He 
can't read, but said he wanted 
tobeavet, oratleasttowm-k 
with animals. She found him a 
perfect placement at a city 
form but he didn't turn up. 
saying he didn't want to 
sboi^ rabbit shit. She found 
him a job instead with a land- 
scape gardener, but he 
bailed. On Monday she sent 
him back to the city say- 
ing: "I think he'll bate manual 
work, and Chen he’ll see be 
really does need tbat basic 
education course.” No-tme 
else has ever given that boy so 
much attention. She doesn’t 
think turn work-shy. Just bor- 
derline dotty, but eventually 
I employable. 

Samuel has been looking 
hardforajobfortwo years, 

I buthopriessly.Hebassome 
(jCSE’s, an ill-advised BTBC 
in media studies and until 
now he’s only tried for unat- 
tainable jobs In ra^o. (The 
colleges that over-sell attrac- 
tive, but useless courses Just 
to swell their numbers should, 
be shot) 



The best plans can’t 
encompass the 
weirdness of the 
human condition 


For the first time Mandie 
discussed his most realistic 
options, and he was now set- 
ting off optimisticany for sev^ 

I eral interviews in West End 
' FscordsbQps. 

I “He’Ugetajobbeeausebe 
j wantsone,”Mandie said with 
' certainty. Hte too seemed 
I pleased, under no pressure to 
ad± "The New-deal's good. 
Th^ got my cousin a good job 
in two days.” 

Mandie has never used the 
niwiwato sanction, storing 
someone’s benefit those adio 
won’t woric just disappear. 
5be treats pe^de with 
friendly rnpe^ anxious not 
to lose the reasonably good 
word on the street abont the 
New-deaL Its reputation is 
quite an. achievement in such 
an alienated community 
where tbe enqtioymeDt ser- 
vice is seen as foe bendfits 
police. 

What can ti^ do now to 
Improve tbeirngures? It’s 
bard to know.Tt^'splenty 
of training money in foe kitty 
— enough for the manager to 
be trying to bend the rules and 
oOer an expensive NVQ 
course for learning to drive. 
That ought to bring in a flood 
of volunteers. 

' **We were tM optimistic 
about how long it would take 
to make some of them employ- 
able.” says the rnnw who drew 
up Lambeth’s plan. “But Fm 
confident that, when more 
have done the frill pro- 
gramme, well suddenly see 
the cumulative eObet In Jobs.” 
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‘The interests of soccer 
are irrelevant. Welcome to 
the real TV revolution’ 

Steven Barnett, Letters 


beckons 

Reduce interest rates now 

rr IS time to start brmgmg interest rates 
a g ain . Tliey have b oon increased si x 
times since Labour won the elec Hnn at an 
unacceptable cost to 3ritain*s industrial 
tase. The Bank of England’s Monetary Pol- 
icy Committee CMPC) meets today and 
tomorrow. Having driven rates up to the top 
of ^ hill it should now sound the retreat 
amid growing signs that national output is 
slowing down and the threat of hi gher 
i nflat ion receding. Al&ough the pound bag 
back finm the dizsy heights it readied 
earlier in the year ft is still seriously 
overvalued, as witness the almost daily 
litany of complamts fimn industry. Yester- 
day Nissan, one of the higgeet overseas 
investors in the UK, warned <rf a severe , 
profits ahimp as a result of the 20 per cent 
rise in the value of steriing. This followed 
less than a week after Fipitsu armniinrari 
the closure of its semi-conductor plant in 
Tony Blair’s Sedgefield constituency which, 
althou^ not direcfly caused by the strong 
pound, was not hdped by it either. Also 
yestsi'day, Marks & 9penc^, which prides 
itself on buying ftorn Britidi companies, 
inied its 15 laaHing suppliers to increase 
their use of low cost manu&cturing &(^- 
ties in countries 1^ Morocco and Sri 
Lanka. 

Figures released yesterday indicate .that 
manufocturing output actually contracted 
sl^^ over the year ^i^wing a drop in 
new investment of almost 2 per cent) and 
retail sales are ccmtinuing to dow down. 


CShanges in interest rates are daimed to 
take up to two years to work their way 
through the economy. The MFC diould 
thertf<»^ pause to thmir it should ask itself 
what the economy will look like in 18 
months time if the overvalued pound, aggra- 
vated by the economic flak Asia and 
Russia, forces a fresh round of job shedrUng 
just when the Govemmenf s fle g sbi p Weil- 
fare-to-Work is supposed to be delivering 
results. Strictly sp^ddng the. MFCs job 
(imlike that of the US cratral bank) is to 
I bring underiying inflation down to 2.5 per 
cent without bothering itself with what is 
happening to unemploymmt or growth. 
That is a barmy remit But even within the 
MFC’s narrow tenns of reforaxce th^ are 
strong signs that inflationary fbrces are 
receding evmi before the prevfous six inter- 
est rate increases have done their worst 
Increases in average earnix^ — whi^ 
have been artifidally Mlated exception- 
ally high seasonal bonuses (reflecting last 
ye^s econcnnic buoyancy, not tfiia year’s) 
and other special fkctors — are now sulxd^ 
ing. And there is littie to worry aix)ut in the 
annual increase in retail prices. Ihe Got- 
emmenfs preferred measure (the nfficiai 
RPI minus mortgage interest payments) was 
down to 2£ per cent in July — only a 
whisker above the official taxget of 25 per 
cent Most of the upward pressures on the 
indfiY have come from favpa in the 
budget rather than wages. And the rise in 

the M'aaelr ift'ht. fmnpatihlft harmnnlaed in- 
dex of consumer prices (used for compari- 
sons with Emppe) foil from 2.0 to only 1.5 
per cent between May and July. Ihe MFC 
should be warrying about the disturbing 
possibilty of deflation or faUing prices (it is 
already, haroening in China and Japan) 
T y t he r than inflation. 

Strictly speaking the MFC can’t be 
blamed for foDowing a retnit it shouldn’t 


have been given in Ihe first place. Nor has it 
been helped by Gordon Brown's foilure to 
increase taxes in the right place (consumer 
spending) in his budget This left the MFC to 
achieve with mpnetaiy policy what he foiled 
to do with fiscal p6^. Which is all the 
more reason for MTC members to err on the 
side of enapIoymenL If they have even the 
sli^test doubts about the recessionary dan- 
gers attached to the monetary squeeze they 
should start to bring rates down now. 


Blair’sstar wanes 

But Hague’s hasn't even risen 

ALL honeymoons come to an end. Tony 
Blair’s has been longer than any previous 
British prime minister enjc^ed. Already 
immens^ popular on election day, he went 
on to win an unprece^nted siu^ of post- 
election popularity. Blair’s public satisfac- 
tion ratings far exceeded Margaret 
Thatcher's at the peak of her popularity 
following her landslide 1983 election. But 16 

mnntha on his pry nlflr ity has finally begun 

to p^ Our arinnai State of the Nation poll 
published today shows a sha^ decline in 
the Prime Minister’s uns^ with 8 per cent 
finding Wm more arrogant, 17 per cent 
few^ bdieving he ''imd^stands people like 
me”, and 20 per cent fewa: believing him to 
be more honest than most politicians. 

The last item will cause most pain in 
Downing Street 'Ihe Prime Minista' takes 
honesty ratings extremely seriously. Noth- 
ing riles him more than aUfffltinns impugn- 
ing his truthfulness. Last year 54 per cent 
rated him more honest than most but this 
has now shrunk to 34 per cent — only 4 per 
cent higher than Major was achieving. 
' That ’s polrtics. If Blair reached new heights, 
William Hague descended to new lows. The 


main compensation for Labour is that the 
Opposition leader has bai^y improved on 
last year's disastrous ratings. The only 
criterion where Hague achieves a high 
score is on arrogance (44 per cent) but on all 
Others, he trails for behind Blair with an 
honesty rating of 14 per cent an empathy 
rating of 12 per cent, and a mere 8 per cent 
believing him to have *Iots of personality". 
Margaret Thatcher’s recently esipressed be- 
lief that the Tories would lose the next 
election is shared by voters: 71 per cent 
believe it will take at least two elections for 
the Conservatives to return to power, with 
26 per cent believing it will take three. 

Paradoxically, the decline in Blair’s popu- 
larity coincides with a rise in public confi- 
dence in Labour’s administration of he^tb 
and education, ironically, the promise in 
July of big public spending injections in 
hospitals and schools appears to teve in- 
creased public satisfaction long before the 
money begins to be spent. It does not start 
until next Ajnil. Yet there is no room tar 
ministerial complacency on these two 1^ 
priority areas. Far fewer people this year 
believe the NHS is getting worse but only 15 
per cent believe it is getting better. The 
Government is on securer ground on educa- 
tion, where twice as many people believe 
the service is improving. Ebcba money on 
its own will not be pnnugh- foe voters 
clearly want tangible results. 


Hackney downs 

A rotten borough pays out 

HACKNEY council is set to pay a blade 
former chief officer. Sam Yeboah, thr^ 
gua^rs of a million pounds after a tribunal 
finding of discrimination. However great 
the injustice in foe case it’s large. Contrast 


it with awards by the Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board — are jobs really more 
valuable than loss of life and limb? With 
ofoer pay-offe — we reported this week the 
sum offered a Cornish health executive — 
this award suggests a lack of proportion in 
the treatment of officials who for one reason 
or another lose their jobs. In cash-strapped 
public services, every pemy must be seen to 
count if axguments for redistributive tax- 
ation are to be sustained. 

Mr Yeboah's case is even a ooe-ofil In 
foe pipeline are more auctions of dis- 
criminatiem and mismanagement by Hade- 
ney coundL In the recent past are resigna- 
tions and dismissals, all involving lawyers’ 
fees and expulsive settlements by an au- 
thority siggiosed to be servii^ one of Eng- 
land's most socially disadvantaged areas. 
This is truly a rotten borough. The mecha- 
nisms of pluralist politics have brokm 
down; successive dectlons have foiled to 
replace non-performing or incompetent 
councillors (most of tiiem labdled Labmir. 
though 1 h^ bear little obvious rdatioeship 
to foe besuited modernisers who control the 
party’s upper reaches). Advocates of local 
democracy, unwilling to admit tiiere may 
on occasion be insuperable conflicts be- 
tween the principles cf r^resentativeness 
and effectiveness, bear Hackney like a cross. 
Tony Blair and the other party leaders tried 
until recently to keep their distance. Dedar 
ing the borough an education action zone 
was loi^ overdue; radical solutions, indud- 
ing contracting-out schools, have to be con- 
sidered. Hadm^s management failum, 
shown in adjudications like this one. are 
visible in other deprived urban areas. Social 
otelusioD is made worse by administrative 
breakdown. Improving pu^c management 
in places such as Hackney remains one of 
the biggest domestic challenges faring foe 
Blair government. 
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A loan can really 
tie you down 

I SEE the Halifax’s new TV ad 

I nampaipnfffmfeiingthfthnf-lc- 

ing track of the 1974 Burning 
Spear song. Slavery Days. I 
don’t know what subUmlnal 
message the Halifax is trying 
to get across. But WinstcMi 
Roftaiey's lyrics in the origteal 
song indhde foe lines, “with. 
diaCklesaixmhdourl^ 
and “they used us, till foi^ 
refused us . Iwouldsufsest 
that anyone seeking a HaUfax 
nmrtgage read the line print. 
Carter H Clarke. 

London. 

A S afr travellers multiidy 
/Aand get older and therefore 
more vulnerable, the time 
must come to end the “Is tiiere 
a doctor on bomil?" ritual 
(Doctor to the rescue, Septem- 
ber ^.The answa* win lie in 
the field of airborne tele-m^- 
cine. Combine what is already 
happening In rural Wales with 
teclmiques which allow us to 

see images from Mir space 
station. A simide nxmitor on 
board could transmit video 
pictures t(«ether with vital 
signs to foe nearest bospitaL 
ThatU cut out tile psychia- 
trist diagnosing thrombosis 
(and a^ntUng hiTlB In 
afterwards). 

Howard Goodman. 

Reigate. Surrey. 

A NDYGott (Letters. 
/^September l) quite rightly 
wants to know what is a “por- 
tion” of certain fruits and veg- 
etables. Aocordlz« to foe 
Oxford Reference Dictionary 
of Food « Nutrition, they 

are peas (75 grams); apple (110 
grams): cabbage (100 grams) 
and beans 025 grams). 

Prof Arnold E Bender. 
Leafoerhead. Surrey. 


We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mall address Is 
supplied; please include a full 
postal address. We may edit 
letters: shorter ones are more 
likely to appear. 


Sky’s the limit for profits 


W BAREbe^nningfo 
see foe real meaziing 
(^tdevisiCQ’s “digital 
revohiticHi’’ (Sky’s soeem: bid, 
September 8). The 200 pramr 
ised satellite channels wKe al- 
ways goi^ to struggle to at- 
tract audiences. Opce again, . 
as wifo foe arrivalof satdlite - 
subscription channels; it is 
Murdoch who understands 
tiiatU^ exclusive sjMri: is the 
guaranteed route to pay-per- . 
view success. No other con- 
text — not evoi movies — can 
bechaigedQnaper^pxo- 
gramme basis with the same 
guarantee of massive proQts. 

No doubt Manchester 
united fans win be promised 
the earth: unlimited cash to 
biv the world’s star Nkyers, 
frozenticketprices,apaiiia- 
n«it place at soccer’s top table 
(anyeaxe unfamiliar wifo 
these arguments can take a . 
look at jtesterday’s Sun and 
Tbxtes, where they win see the 
peznidous effect on objective 
reporting which such owner- 
shity conflicts create). If they 
are tempted to he reassured, 
they should remember the 
pnxnises that Murdoch has 
made, over foe years, to gov- 
ernments. regidators and tri- 
bunals around the world 
which have tried to attach cmx- 
ditjons to his acquisitloiis. 

Digital television means 
fhat higfbotfaall clubs have be- 


come potential gold mines in 
TTipdia corporatioins’ desperate 
search for valuable and ex- 
pOTtable “prodnet”. Old Traf- 
ford spectators win be rele- 
gated to walk-on (or sit-down) 
parts in the great electronic 
jamboree of big game soccer, 
and no doubt Hi^bury and 
Antirid wflUoXlowto ofo^ 
media predators. Tbeinter- 
ests soccer are irrelevanL 
Wricome-to the reel television 
revdhjtion. 

Steven Barnett 

TVwtl g n anct Madia, 

University ctfWestminster. 

\ A /E MAT not an agree with 
V V Bin ShanUy’s dictum 
that it “is not about Ufa and 
death — it’s more Important 
than that” but for many Brit- 
ons, footiian makes an invalu- 
able contribution to thMr 
sense ofweD-being and self- 
esteem. 

Couldn’t we ensure the 
future of our best-loved sports 
teams and harness the civic 
pride they engender by return- 
Ing conti^ of the clubs to local 

nrt rmi-fla7 'rMrm itiawag awt anrt 

playerswonldgetcsiwifowiix- 
ninggames,butachlefexecu- 
tive would oversee daily ad- 
ministratioa of the chib, as 
practised in hoq^hals. 

Promotioa of communities 


and clubs would go hand in 
hand, \foile schools and local 
groups could make more use 
of dub facilities, which 
largely lie dormaot. 

ploited at the turnstiles and in 
club abo ps Finenpial gains 
ftom tdevi$i<m should be 
returned to the communities 

that generated tiuem, xafoer 
than to reward a &w individ- 
uals wh(^ b^ggar-my-neigh* 
hour attitude threatens the 
future of professional fbotbalL 

WnTiiflten TJiiii i- 
London. 

"yEUlNK you for your front 
I page banner headline 
(September 8) which reported 
MrMandelson as saying “I 
love football and am a ^at 
supporter of those wbo broad- 
cast it. . ."It helped me to ap- 
preciate better what Labour 
means by the Third Way. 
David Halpin. 

million oSbred by 
I BSkyB would be better 
Spenton new imports or on 
creating origmal program- 
ming for Sky 1. 1 like Married 
With nhUdi^ n and Star Trek 

in all its fon^'huthow many 
more repeats are we expected 
to watch? 

Xen Andreas. 

Birmingham. 


On the inappropriate use of a cigar 


I HAVEjust seen the highly 
I ignorant letter frxxn Mr Ber- 
nard GUonis (Letter^ August 
29) tax which he says if is “de 
rfgueur"to remove the band 
of acigar. Notictngfhat I 
removed the band of my cigar 
in a photograph printed in 
your newspaper be concludes 
I was a social outcast! 

This is rather odd as he also 
notices ChurrixiU and Castro 
removed tZie bands of thesr 


cigars, whereas Naomi Camp- 
bell. Sharon Stone axxd 
Madonna did not remove the 
bands offoelrs. I know which 
group I woUld rather be with! 

For foe educaticNi GfMr 
GUonis and your readers who, 
Tam sure, are desperate fbr 
news on this matter, there is 
no deOnitzve brixavioural 
rectness on whether to remove 
the hand of a cigar or ixoL But I 
always found most serioQS 


cigar smokers did remove the 
band. Ihe mejority of cigars 
sold in “cabinet a^ecUon” 
boxes of 50 have no bands on 
them anyway! 

I even checked wifo one of 
tile great cigar expert^ Mr Ed- 
ward SahMdan, proprietor of 
Davidedrof London. He starts 
his cigar with the band on and 
takes it half way through. 
Michael ^nnner. 

Lrmdtti. 


VNie Vf COM^ TO 

I REfssuAoe )tV7i4Ar yua-&4C£. 



In disgrace at the Town Hall 


^“HERE was one vital 
I rianent missing from your 
story about former Hackney 
personnel chieC Sam Yeboah’s 
long-awaited industrial tribu- 
nal victory (Council faces 
£750^100 race pay-out Septem- 
ber^ — the disgraceful role 
play^ by sane of Hackney’s 
coimciUors. 

Ihe tribunal concluded that 
councillors on Bernard Crof- 
ton’s dischdinary panel had 
been ri^t to dismiss him. Ber- 
nard Cretfton was reinstated 
Iqr a coalition ofTories. Liberal 
Democrats and councillors 
wbo Labour expdled In Hack- 
ney for their improper behav- 
iour in this affair. 

'Hiat decision has cost Mr 


Yeboah his career and the 
council tax payer £750,000. Evi- 
dence at the tribunal suggests 
there was improper interven- 
tiofi by some members in the 
disciplinary proceedings 
which eventually led to foe 
council making the decisions it 
did. The Labour Group is ask- 
ing the District Auditor to in- 
vestigate wifo a view to mak- 
ing councillors who behaved 
improperly bear the costs con- 
sequent upon their actions. 

Ihe tribunal's nnriingw vindi- 
cate Labour’s decision to take 
foe disciplinary action which 
led to foe expufaion of a num- 
ber of Hackney councillors, 
dir JuUe Grimble. 

Hackney Labour Group. 


Science goes down the plughole 


HTHE priorities of this 
1 country astound me. Due to 
lack oTfiinds, a competent 
marine biology research lab- 
oratory was closed by foe Gov. 
ernment (Trust splashes out to 
remove blot on foe landscape. 
September 7). However, it 
seems there are ample fUnds 
Mrp »nahlft tfti^«>mn 1 igh it and 
replace it wifo a replica ota 
Victorian coasiguaiti look- 
out Could someone please ex- 


plain to me, a scientist whose 
post is under threat, why this 
is so laudable? Instead cf look- 
ing to foe niture and investing 
in science, foe plan seems 
tobetoturn back foe clock to 
try to reproduce a “golden 
era" which never really ex- 
isted. This pervasive retro- 
spection can only hasten the . 
decline ofBritish science. 

Dr Jane P Sutherland. 
Reading. Berks. 


E-mail wail 



A S TUB man from rc 
World set up the Wfr 
eoua new computer. I 
thought: "We are not 
living in new times, do^ 
iTiat<i*i by new technology 
requiring New lAhour. 

Tar some time. peoiJe 1^ 
laughed at the old Amst^ 
because If you as?ed it to^ 
something it waited a 
seconds, flashed a 
and made -a 
bemr” noise; 
computer having a fag- 


peer pressure eventually won 

out, and I became convin^ 
by peo^ who insisted it’s 
e gganti^ to hxve a macliTne 
with loads of purple fish go- 
ing backwards and forwards 
across it. 

As an article in this paper 
on Monday said: “A buaineM 
card without an e-mail 
address ie regarded as a sign 
of fteeyishness or, worse. 
Luddism." Without the latest 
hardware, you’re not Just out 
of date technologically but 
Dolitically. These things are 
rf^neing the fundamentals 
of how we Uve and work, as 
we beemne empowered as m- 

dividualsetcetc. 

But what use Is foe latert 
taohnedogy to most of us. 
“On an Apple Mac you^ do 
a Hie chart, someone told me 
^SSSrwelL that’s ^ 
every household needs above 
all else, “nien yon can run 
rtjrou^ the house 
“Guess what, 11 per cent 
the area of this preperty is 
tbekltchte.” ^ 

The bloke setting it up was 


running fhrousdt some ofoer 
ftmetipna- At foe press of a 
button, he told me, you can 
reduce the text to half the 
size. Which is indeed dever 
but bow (tften do we need to 
do this? Cement mixers are 
clever but few of us bother to 
set one up in foe hednxnii. 
“Wan," the fffltfteman could 
say, “Tou’d have everything 
you needed if you woke im 
Mie wi ght qnd jusL Well, fim- 
dedanewpa^" 

Be then ^owed me how, 
usix% a mouse and cyter^ 
brush it was possiUe to paint 
a squlg^ and print It, taking 
only 20 or 30 tnnes as long as 
it would usii« a note pad and 
a crayon. I wish Fd kept my 
Etcb-a-eketch. 1 could have 
it ^ulggles ’98 and 
sold it at a computer fair for 
500 quid. 

And do domestic owners 
need 140 different typefaces? 
Are there people who stroll 
around Tesco’s, snioering 
“Huh huh, they’ve done foeir 
shopping list in New RomazL 
How unimaginative.” Worst 


of all, because fois thing is 
capable of thousands of 
tricks, it’s Itching to do some 
of th»in so it can show off. 
Press one wrong key and the 
whole text is likely to shuffle 
into a corner while the 
screen fleshy up five alters 
native routes to Mflidstane. 

So it fails dismally as a 
time*saver. The Amstrad 
would take 500 beirr her ber 
berrrs to lose as much time 
as one session screaming 
”What have yon done wifo 
my article you poxy Micro- 
cybernetic Windows 
bastard?” 

It can tell the time, show 
cartoons, play CDs and do 
sums, tet no better than a 
clock, a video, a CD player 
and,a calculator. So these tal- 
ents are fascinating but 
pointless,, like a Jawnmower 
wifo a tumble dryer attached. 

The Internet, far from 
traxislbrmlng foe world, is a 
source for bored office work- 
ers to find out foe odds on 
whoU be the next Tottenham 
manager, or read about 


David Duchovnys favourite 

cheese. It’s a hobby, a fad like 
any other. Except foat no-one 
rinimpri we'd soon all work 
from home because we’d all 
have access to a karaoke 
machine. 

N ew technology has 
changed domestic 
life far less than foe 
piquets of the post- 
war boom. Television, mass- 
produced cars and washing 
machines had a impact, 
wMch makes it difficult to 
remember bow we managed 
before them. Whereas in 20 
years’ time, no one will say: 
“Do you remember foe old 
days before Windows '95 
when we had to write out 
party invitations in felt 
pen?" 

It’s not that the Internet e- 
msn anrt computers capable 
pienharts are of no value at 
all, but the claims made for 
their Influence are wildly ex- 
aggerated, and are part of a 
theory that the old polities of 
collective action are irrel^ 


vant now that we're all at our 

work-stations. But for most 
workers whose job has been 
altered by foe latest Innova- 
tions, the rliang as have made 
their lives worse. They can be 
contacted at all hours, and 
are expected to have already 
started work on their lap-top 
before they arrive. 

So anyone wifo an dd-fash- 
iooed business card should be 
proud to be accused of Lud- 
dism. For the Luddites 
weren't opposed to new 
machinery, but to machinery 
being employed to create mas- 
sive pntfits at the expense of 
destitute craftsmen. Far from 
being hostile to technology. I 
imagine that while dodging 
the troops to burn down a 
shearing machine, they’d 
have found that a few mobile 
phones would have come in 
pretty handy. At this point 
tte bloke from PC World said: 
“Look mate, just tell me 
where you want foe printer. 
Only if I'm not back at the 
depot by five foe boss’ll kOl 
me.” 


A highly unhealthy state 
of affairs at the hospital 

/“XN behalf cf staff at U(JL 
V-ZHo^itals. 1 warmly thank 


Victor Keegan (Analysis, 
September 3) for repeating that 
UCLH Trust is due to pay £900 
millioD for a£160 mOlianhosp- 
ital und^ a Private Finance 
Initiative deal Since his artide 
provoked a response from our 
chief executive. Dr Reading 
(Letters. September ^ this 
allowed staffto ^ean more in- 
formation about plans for our 
hospitals otherwise denied as 
“conimardally sensitive”. 

AltiwnighDrReadingac- 
ciisesEieegan of using foe 
mathematics of the kindergar- 
ten, his own figures show that 
foe Trust win pay £450 million 
for a £160 mflUon hospifaL Nbr 
does he mention that the deal 
win include giving away NHS 
hospitals and nurses’ homes 
worfo minions more for devri- 
(gnnent as luxury flats and 

Either way a chOd can easily 
work out that private compa- 
nies stand to make minions 
frxun taxpayers’ money. It is 
not surprising that Unison 


menbers in tile Trust recaitiy 
voted by 76 per cent in a baBot 
to take strike action against 
fbedeaL 
Candy Udwln. 

Unismi branch secretary. 
nCL Hospitals, London. 

I |NDERFFI,fbe company 

1.JP th«t biilTd-S Q wnn .*m 

NHS hilvqiltal win aim wnplry 

its porters and cleaners. Ihe 

priority win be the holiest 
possible profit for sbarehold- 
ers. Ihis pute the cunpany in 
conflict wifo NHS medical pro- 
fessionals, whose priority is to 
provide tixe best service to 
patients, it to exaiEude, suE^ 
geons wished to during 
the night tire company could 
veto this on tixe grourids that 
overtime payment to theatre 
deanors and portera would 
reduce profits. 

Keegan’s prophecy of “a sav- 
age built-in squeeze on set^ 
vices’’ is a waxiiiiig to patients 
and medical staff that we 
ignore at our perfl. 
DrMIHeatl^. 

Oxford. 


A Friend is the 
one thing he needs 
right now 






Many of dw aninials rescDed by tbe RSPCA have never known 
a moment's Icrndness in dieir lives. Abused, neglected or 
abandoned -die one tbii^ they need mond^ anything eke 
Isa Gricnd. 

For just £3 a month by standby ordeq you can become a 
Frie^ of RSPCA and us to give dttm the love and care 

dieyS« been denied. 

As a Biead you'll receive * Aounal Life magazine * KSCA 
Annual Report * enamel badge * tegular updates and 
infbnnadon. 

Wb ncaifB n jpnrnBit fndia£ 


B:^‘nynlnH « Fnt'rul i> easy. 

Cal! 01,273 299 699 


QUOUNG REFERENCE 09BA 

^ ereem^aBaadmimdieeet^eiibdoir 

Yo, i trant to b ca n ac a Fricad of dw RSPCA. Please said me my Fn 
inftwnatioH pack. Oaoe comptoed send nx RSPCA, fRHliFOhT, 
Bristol 8S3B7AJ. Please doaY send aqraioiiey bow. 

Name 


i Addfess 


.Postcode 


THE AIMS OF THE BSPCA ARE TO 
PREVENT OUJEUY AND mOMOTE 
KJNrXNESS TO ANIMALS 

9SNF09BA 



a^Mcnd OMitsi Ntt Z190M 
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10 OBITUARIES 


Pierce Gerety 

Champion 
of the poor 


P IERCE GERETY. who 
died In last week's 
Swissair crash at the 

age of 56, was a cham- 
pion or the world’s reltigees. 
In his work on their bebalL 
he never forgot ^ Harvard 
legal training: if the law is on 
your side, argue the law: if 
the facts are on your side, ar- 
gue the facts; if neither are on 
your side, take off your shoe 
and bang jt on the t^le. 

The product of a Jesuit edu- 
cation, Gerety briefly consid- 
ered entering the priesthood 
before opting for a lifetime of 
hanging the proverbial shoe 
anywhere it could benefit the 
destitute — from Paris soup 
kitchens to Central African 
crisis zones. Latterly director 
of central Africa operations 
for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), he was returning 
to Geneva last Wednesday 
after visiting his French wife, 
Marie de la Soudidre. a psy- 
chologist specialising in the 
eCEhcts of war on children. 

Their life together had only 
recently become relatively 



Gerety . . , banging the table 


settled — she based in Brook- 
lyn and he in Geneva — after 
years in the world’s trouble- 
spots. i^D apart They met 
in Paris in 19^ when Gerety, 
a 21-year-old Yale University 
graduate, was studying theol- 
ogy and philosophy at the In- 
stitnt Catfaoligue — and work- 
ing in a soup kitchen. Alter 
tearful fiunweUs, he returned 
to the United States h) take up 
a seminary place; Marie went 
to Mexico as a hospital 
volunteer. 

But Gerety had made his 
choice. He got on a Grey- 
hound bus to Mexico, eventu- 
ally married Marie, and 
t(«ether they went to India 
for the Catholic Relief Ser- 


vices. Later, he attended Har- 
vard Law School and became 
a legal-aid lawyer in New 
York City. 

At the age of 38 he switched 
careers again, going with 
Marie to T hailan d fbr the In- 
ternational Rescue Commit- 
tee to help Cambodian refu- 
gees. He joined UNHCR in 
1982 and, after a stint in Gen- 
eva, had spells helping Eritre- 
an refugees in Sudan, Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan and Viet- 
namese refugees in the PliiUp- 
I pines. From 19^ Pierce and 
Marie worked in the African 
Great Laike& r^ion and Soma- 
li^ negotiatmg-with warlords 
and rebel leaders for access 
for aid to tens of thousands of 
refugees. 

According to Jane Stanley, 
the BBC Africa correspon- 
dent. Gerety saw the advan- 
tages of helping the media. In 
Somidia in 1995. she remem- 
bers. there was tremendous 
donor fatigue, but Gerety 
made sure that the country 
was kept on the map. A brave 
politician when he negotiated 
with warlords, he was a real- 
ist about what could be 
achieved. 

In 1996 Sally Bumheim. an 
information officer with (hii- 
ceC, the UN cbff^n's fUnd, 
saw Gerety’s tenacity at work. 
During that year’s Operatum 
Lifeline Sudan there was 
flooding in the eastern part at 
southern Sudan, and ^ gov- 
ernment was reusing access, 
even though there were about 
20,000 refugees there. It took 
Gerety four months but be 
wotited around the system 
and osed all posable means 

iirtKl rrwwlia anri aM COUld 

get through. 

Iain Levine, now Amnesty 
International's UN represen- 
tative in New York, was also 
in Sudan in 1996 and dined 
aith Gerety in Brooklyn the 
mghi before he died. ”He was 
difficult to work with at titnes 
but it was understood by 
everyone that this was be- 
cause he set high standards. 
In negotiations he was never 
aggressive, but took the ap- 
proach tb^ thiwga ... 

liltfl hirman dignity — ate 
nort.nA gt\Hahla ” said Lcvine. 

Gerety leaves Marie, two 
sons and a daughter. He is 
also survived by his mother, I 
Helen. I 


JUcwDuvari Smith 


Pierce Gerety. UNHCR offlclal, 
bom September 7, 1941; died 
September 2, 1998 



Letter 


Douglas Holdstack writes: 
Jonathan Mann (O&ttuary. 
September 5). who died in the 
Swissair crash, had a vision 
of the link between health, 
dignity and human rights 
which went far beyond his 
work for Aids sufferers and 
an Aids vaccine which your 
contributors so rightly 
praised. 

Speaking to a meeting of 
International Physicians for 
Prevention of Nudear War 


(IFPNV^ In July 1996, he cited 
domestic violence, so preva- 
lent wortd-wide, as an abuse 
ofhuman rights which titiould 
be challenged — just as 
IPPNW had challenged tiie in- 
evitability of nuclear confron- 
tation. He called for a ^bal 
movement of health workers 
to promote health at societal 
as well as individual level, by 
attacking the favunan rl^ts 
abuses that underlie so much 
disability and ill health — > 
and he believed that such a 
movemeot can and must 
transform society. 


Dr Ian James 
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The doctor of music 


USICIANS owe 
a debt of grati- 
tude to Dr Ian 
James, who has 
died a^ 6L A 
talented and enthusiastic vi- 
ola plaj^r, he realised the 
devastating eSbct of stage 
on the lives of musi- 
cians. whether soloists or or- 
chestral players. He ap- 
proached this problem first 
with the use of beta-blocker 
dn^, then realising that a 
pill was not tte only way to 
solve this condition, used his 
skills as a physician to look at 
the wider problems facing his 
musician patients. 

Ian James was brought up 
In Gower. South Wales, the 
s<m of a schoolmaster who be- 
came bead of Gowerton gram- 
mar schooL It was a lively i^ 
bringing, and be mixed with 
his father’s pupils, many of 
whom were themselves to 
lead lives at distinction. In- 
deed. his father taught 
English to Dylan lliomas. As 
a boy James develop^ a love 
of music, and gained a place 
in the viola section at the 


National Youth Orchestra <£ 
Wales. However, he decided 
to study medicine, graduating 
In I960 from University Col- 
let Medical School. Ltmdon. 

James undertook bis early 
training at hospitals in Lon- 
don, Cambridge. Cardiff and 
Liverpool In 1964 he moved 
to Cambridge to develop his 
interests in cardiovascular 
and metabolic research under 
the tutdage of ^ofessor Ivor 
Mills. His work on the neuro- 
genic control of cerebral 
bloodflow gained him a HiD, 
and his paper on this topic 
has since become a citatfon 
classic. 

in 1968 he moved to the 
Royal Free Hospital School of 
M^cine, Loudon, as lecturer 
in medicine and therapeutics. 
He was subsequently pro- 
moted to senior lecturer and 
then reader. During the next 
30 years, he published more 
fhan 2S0 papers on various as- 
pects of drugs and 
therapeutics. 

■ It was in the 1970s. as an 
amateur viola player, that 
James’s personal experience 


ian James saw a 
way to help 
Individuals whose 
nervousness, 
linked to 

performance, was 
crippling their 
lives. He saved 
many careers 

of perfomance nerves led 
him to pioneer the use cf the 
beta-bloehers for stage fti^t 
At an orchestral rehearsal, he 
found the viola section being 
requested to play their part to 
the cottdnctor, player by 
player. His own trembling 
bow arm, and consequent fail- 
ure to play. led him to solve 
this problem, for himself — 
and for professional musi- 
cians whose cause he was al- 



Janes . . . trembling bow 


ways to champion. With beta- 
blockers, he saw a way to help 
individuals whose perfor- 
mance-linked nervousness 
was crippling their lives. 
However, It soon became ap- 
parent that tackling stage- 
frt ght needed more than the 
quick-fix solution of prescrib- 
ing pOls. 90 the discipline of 
Performing Arts Medicine 
was born. 

.tamaa iniHaHy founded the 



Elmdon Trust, a charity 
aimed at studying anxiety in 
performance. Latterly, yvitli 
others, he founded the British 
Association of Performing 
Arts Medicine, together with 
its assodated British Per- 
forming Arts Medicine Trust 
g charity embracing the en- 
tire performing arts. He was 
chainaan of boUi organu^ 
tions as well os the Associa- 
tion of Medical AdvL-qsrs to 
British Orchestras, which eiv 
abl^ every orchestra in the 
country' to have its own.dois 
tor, trained in the associnted 
problems of musicians- He 
was a founder member of cbe 
International Society of the 
Study of Tension in 
Performance. 

Thwe is no doubt that 
James’s work sai-cd many 
careers. He recognised ttoc 
many cases of repetitive 
strain infury could be the 
result of poor playing tech- 
nique, and he was able to see 
that a performing artist pre- 
senting with a physical prob- 



pmu or disaiiility. Thii ufhsi 
sircssfUl and aifliciUt Itfratyte 
of iKHiplv in professtORs 
caused a great deal hf emo- 
tional and physical pain. 
J.'tnu's undox’Stnml ihls and 

treated bis patterns In a 

muUi-disciplUuiry way. 

He -ilso dewluped an inter- 
est In ME. and his ability to 
give coufiidc-nce to his pg> 
ticnis. coupled with ho sciw 
tiTically agile mind, eivibled 
him to treat tlMvn with an as 
tonishing degree of success. 

Ian James is survived ^ 
two daughters Ihom his first 
nuuTuige and tiy hls Second 
wife, the concert viidlnlst 
Jane Faulkner, And their cbil- 
dWm, Jervmy and Honrietta. 

Ian was short fn statute — 
but as Dyltin ’rhumns might 
have said "avenage hel^t 
for a Welshman". But he was 
so very tall from the 
shoulders up. 


QinfieM DsviM 


Ian Meung Janios. doctor, bom 
February 15. 1937: died Aiqiun 
19. 1996 



A Country Diary 


, BLAEENEY. NORTH NOR- 
FOLK: Villaiee amateur dra- 
matics owes a lot of its appeal 
to the fact that the audieooes 
know the actors in their off- 
stage lives. The Blakeney 
Players are famous for their 
summer-season shows, and 
this year's was a Famous Five 
pastidhe of high jinks and 
derring-do on the Point, the 
«e«w«t and shin^e spit that 
shelters Blakeney harbour 
from the North Sea. The pro- 
duction sQcceeded in tapping 
the audience’s communal 
memory of childhood days 
spent tumri ting foe dunes and 
pools, and at times the scent 
of sea-pink and tree lupins 
was quite palpable. The show 
was received with riotous 
approval. 

Yet what impressed me as 
much as the gge^p of the plot 
was the role the production 
l^yed in the social U£e of this 
village. It goes without saying 
that most of the cast had 
multiple roles, that one of foe 
characters spent the day of 
foe final performance prepar- 
ing a pre-show supper for 150. 
This was also a show put on 
with *'aff-comers" and sum- 
mer tourists in mind. Blaken- 
ey*s community >iaii even 
part at Its dedication to its 
many ‘Visitors’’ — so much 
more gaierous than the intro- 
verted and defensive role cur- 
rently being sugggested for 
the countryside in some 
quarters. 

1 located around my follow 
playgoers on that last night, 
and its diverse mixture erf* old 
and new residents, mussel- 
growers, sculptors, ferry-op- 
erators, painters, wardens, 
fishermen — all, like foe play 
itself living off foe local land- 
scape — and felt I had 
^impsed foe exciting future 
of the countryside that Ues 
beyond Canning. 

RICHARD MABEY 



Best foot forward . . . vnifrld Capper oat walking on the Ulster Way, which he helped to found PACEMA^sR 

Wilfrid Capper 

Peaceful pursuits in rural Oister 
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W ILFRID CAPPER, 
itiio has died aged 
93, devoted his life 
to safeguarding 
and gaining access to large 
tracts of the Northern Ireland 
countryside. He sought to 
achieve his aims through 
quiet talk and persuasion. He 
wanted foe perfect worid and, 
iftt was always just out of his 
reach, he strove to .make life 
better for all who love foe 
land. 

Educated at Bangor gram- 
mar school. Capper pro- 
gressed to foe Methodist Col- 
and Queen's University, 
Belfast In 1923 he became a 
ctvil servant with foe Depart- 
ment of Education, and then 
with the Department of Agri- 
culture. The forestry dMsion 
then rfaimeri him, but he was 
never a bi^-powered execu- 
tive: s«iior clerk was the 
limit of his prc^ssional pro- 
gress. His i^uence was in 
the voluntary organlsattons 
of the oountzyside itself 
Capper Instigated a num- 
ber of rural organisations, 
pioneering new methods of 


securing walkers' rights in a 
changing world. In 1946 be 
visited the Pennine Way in 
northern England and deter- 
mined to secure a similar 
route in Northern Ireland — 
although it did not become a 
reality until 1974. Today tbe 
Ulster Way is a marked walk- 
ers' route, crossing all six 
counties, and its 600 miles 
link nine areas of outstand- 
ing natural beauty. A SO-mBe 
stretch of the way is now 
called foe Capper TraiL 

AH this entailed much pa- 
tient negotiation, a build-up 
of contacts and mutual confi- 
dence. Through his pleasant 
personality. Capper suc- 
ceeded in disarming landown- 
ers' and formers’ organisa- 
tions that were Inclined to 
hold what they bad and fear 
access from individuals who 
might transform rights into 
nefarious actxvltiee. Capper 
and his follow walkers under- 
stood the reaction — they 
wanted no law-breakers 
under their banner. 

Unlike Rngtonri, the North- 
ern Ireland countryside had 


fow ri^ts of way established 
by form workers and viDag' 
ers in tbe distant past When 
Capper was foced with direct 
refill be usually found a 
way round. A quiet country 
council road served the same 
purpose in linking existing 
tracks. If a field could not be 
crossed, it might be orcom- 
vented. Direct confrontation 
was anathema to Capper; his 

He strove to make 
life better for ail 
who love the land 

meetings were usually amica- 
ble and. a skllfUl negotiator, 
be would gain his points wifo- 
out bluster. 

Tbe "outdoor movement” 
that followed the first world 
war was his metier. He was 
among foe leaders who en- 
couraged young people into 
gronps to follow an adventur- 
005 and healthy way of lifo. 
Za.ter he became a notable 


member of tbe Irish Temper- 
ance Society and the Vegetar- 
ian Society. Through foe ac- 
tivities of foe CoK>perative 
Holidays Association Walk- 
ing Club Capper discove r ed 
the burgeoning youth hostel 
movement, and in 1931 — in 
the depths of the Depression 
— he and six friends estab- 
lished tbe Northern Ireland 
version. This energ^c party 
scoured tbe countryside for 
suitable sttes and buildings to 
adapt as hostels. 

In foe 1980s Capper became 
concerned about foe threat to 
the Causeway Coast pos^ by 
tbe uncontrolled growth of 
caravan sites and weekend 
chalets in beautiftil areas. 1^ 
a mighty effort involving the 
Youth Hostel Association of 
Northern Ireland, foe bay was 
bought and its unspoilt future 
secured forou^ a public ap- 
peal. Whitepark Bay was 
bought and presented to foe 
National Trust 

The Ulster Society for tbe 
Preservation of tbe Country- 
side was founded in 1936. 
Again Capper was the instiga- 


tor, building on previous suc- 
cesses. During his 40 years as 
honorary secretary, be wrote 
its history in a book entitled 
Oaring the Cauniryside. 

Capper combined his walk- 
ing with sketching the rural 
scene, for he was a distin- 
guished amateur artist Yet 
for aU the joy he found In 
rambling, be always made 
time to help others do foe 
same and founded the Ulster 
Federation of Rambling difos 
in 197a It now has 26 constitu- 
ent dubs. In 1975 he was ap- 
pointed MBS and recently 
gained the Sir John Hunt 
Award fbr lus services to the 
countryside. 

Capper sou^t to provide 
his beloved Ulster with 
national paries and a country- 
side commission, but these 
eluded Mm during his long 
lifetime. His wife Evelyn pre- 
deceased him. 


Edw a rd W Hart 


Wilfrid Merydith Capper, eoun- 
tryaide campaigner, born 12 July 
12. 1905; died July 27, 199tt 



CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


Birthdays 

Paallne Baynes, designer 
and book jLustrator, 76; 
Frank Claris, football man- 
agST. 3S; Prof John Davis, 
warden, AH Souls College, 
Oxford. 60; Alice Thomas 
Ellis, writer, 66; Nell Pair- 
brother, cricketer, 35; Brie 
For^ Conservative MP, S4; 
Hngh Grant, actor. 38; Robin 
E^man. publisher, 67; Elvin 
Jones, jas drummer, 71: The 
Rev Prof Norman Porteons, 
theologian and linguist, 100; 
GUJY Boberteon, actor, 73; 
James Sabben-Clare, educa- 
tionalist, 57; Richard 
Sharpe, rugby footballer, 60; 
Dave Stewa^ rock singer 
and producer. 46: Dr Shirley 
snmmerekiiL forinoT Labour 
MP. 67; Chaim TopoL Israeli 
actor and singer. 63; Marga- 
ret T^xack, actress, 6^ £d- 
ward Upward^ writer and 
critic, 9^ Ed Victor, literary 
agent, 59; Prof David WB- 
iiaiwfl . astronomer, 61. 


IN A REPORT beaded. United 
News in giOm sex barasament 
action, page 19, September 3. 
we said th^ tte company in- 
volved, Garban, had made no 
comment This was incorrect 
Garban issued a statonent 
saying that it emphatically 
denounced foe bebavioor Im- 
plied in the allegatioos and 
that it would not tolerate, 
under any circumstances, 
misconduct of that nature. A 
spokesperson said: "We have 
a series of peJicies and mea- 
sures in place to prevent such 
demeanour, as well as formal 
channels of complaint for 
those who feel that they have 
been wronged, In any man- 
ner, in the workplace.” 

IN THE obituary of Carl Bar- 
rlteau. page 20, September i, 
we should have made it clear, 
that Barrtteau did reform Sen 
Johnson's West Indian Dance 
Orchestra, which was aug- 


mented, as in Johnson’s day. 
by one or two white musi- 
cians. They broadcast played 
dances and several concerts. 
Including tbe Jas Jamboree, 
before folding. Baniteau then 
organised the entinly new 
.llne-i^ -shown in foe photo- 
gr^b that accompanied tbe 
obitnary. On moving to Aus- 
tralia he continued to work 
tbe leading night-club dr- 
coixs. even in his recent semi- 
retirement 

A DIARY item, page 16, yes- 
terday, left readers puzzled 
about the precise where- 
abouts of Peter Mandelscm at 
7.3ppm on Sunday, placing 
him In a non-existent West- 
bourne Park Grove, in west 
London. Westbourbe Park 
Road, that should have been. 

SMALL WEED, {»ge % Satur- 
day Review, September 5, sug- 
gested foe use of recordixigs to 


enable En^ish commentatora 
to pronounce foe names of Sri 
Lankan cricketers. “Tress ing 
number 11 would allow fh e ” 
to insert the name Murilafo- 
aran. correctly pronounced.” 
But incorrectly spelt It’s 
Muralitbaran. 

CORRECTION of a correc- 
tiim: In this column, page 19, 
September 5, we said the Glos- 
ter Meteor did not fiy as a 
combat aircraft In the second 
world war. Several readers 
point out that the Bdeteor was 
the first let aircraft to enter 
operational service with any 
air force. It was used to equip 
616 Squadron from July 12, 
1944, flew its first combat so^ 
tie on July 27, 1944. and had 
its first combat success on 
August 4 that year. Tbe 
Junkers 88 was originaUy a 
bomber,, but later versions, 
from the Ju 88C onwards, 
were night fighters. 


// is the poUq! qf the Cuardtan 
to correct errors as soon as 
possible. Piease quote date and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the qfflce of the Reod- 
ers’ Editor by telephoning 0171 
239 ^89 between Ham and 
Afondcty (o Friday. Sur- 
fbee maU to Readers’ Editor. 
7^e Guardian, iJ9. Farring- 
don Road, London ECIR SER. 
Fax: 0171 S39 9897. ErnttiL 
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Better schools depend on better (and more) teachers. But 
where are they going to come from? David Biunkett wouid 
like to pay a bit more but John Carvel wonders whether his 
plans to improve the pay of some classroom teachers are 
going to resolve the recruitment crisis. 

Newterm, 

nostaff 


T he Government is 
beginniiig to under- 
stand that teachers 
get a rotten deal 
BnandaOy and staih 
dards in the wQl not 

improve until tibey get a better 
one. So what needs to happen 
to If the protessiMi is 

to became an attractive option 
for bri^ter graduates? And 
ginfift there has mt to be som^ 
thing for swneOiing, what 
should teadim ofihr in return 
for more money? 

The mood music of 
Labour’s first year in office has 
been discordant There has 
been a oonlUet between ^ 
maint^mescf itstopprimity 
policy TcHiy Blair and his min- 
isters tau^it us that “educ^ 
tioQ, education, educatuHi” 
was good, good, good but they 
dso setexied to QdnlE too many 
of the tochers who delivered 
it were giaeic, undertrained 
and wedded to an egalitarian 
culture tolerated low lev- 
ete of adiievement 

Instead of liberating the 
profession or buttering it up 
after its tattering at the hands 
of the Tories, govermnmit 
ministers waged wan The bel- 
ligerent tone was struck 
within tiiree wedcs of polling 


day vdien. Stejfoai cat- 
ting his te eth as idiod stan- 
dards minister on his way to a 
seat in Cabinet, named and 
shamed 18 foil^ schoQl& The 
Prime hGnist^ (xaBaec more 
than tile Education Secrteary 
Davhl Blunlckt) adopted the 
cuaibaLive style of Chris Wood- 
htod. chief inspector of 

grhnnla and - hammer of tesdl^ 

Ing incompetence. Emphasis 
was put on toughness. Labour | 
prides — induding unpieee- 
dently prescriptive direction 
frcm Whitehall on the teach- 
ing mettinda to be adopted to 
improve literacy and numm> 
acy in primary schools — did 
littTfe to boilsteEr teadters* saif- 
reqiecL 

. There were some compen- 
sating initiatives. Mr Blair 
app^ed In cinema and televi- 
sion advertismnents to bo orta 
recruitment wHh 

the dogan “evKyime remem- 
bers a good teaCher”. David 
wimfcBrtf appointed Tim Brig- 
house. dhief education t^Eicer 
of Birmingham and supretne 
fr»fpnnpnt of onthlising te ac h - 
eis by praimng thmr successes, 
as joint vice-chairman of his 
s d i op i standards task force. 
Tbe.othteT vice-chairman was 
Chris Wbodhead but even he 


came to achieve a better bal- 
ance between praising and 
blaming teachers. Lord Pnt- 
tnam got busy preparing a 

pIHgy Anmp H UUffl i to idwiilliy 

fliB nation^ best teachers 
present than with *tesc8ra” on 

p rim^ .' Kmft teltwriiriftfi T.*gig1a. 

Unn was to establidi a 
General Teaching Connell, giv- 
ing the prdbssiaii soma of the 

g hrtnft and •a rrttiivwwy 

for doctors - by. tiie General 
Medical ConmdL %t overall 
the tone was comh a tive and 
the relationship between min- 
isten »wd the rival tpartimy 
inifang — asevalocfoedfaibet- 

tlftfrw- Tngmb wi- g — . waatligtarnt 

C hanges are now 
s ta rting.- During 
negotiations over 
the aanprehensive 
spending • leriew 
announce in July Mr Btim- 
kett persuaded the Treasury 

tlwt *aar»h<Tig fooed a gwnrrtno 

crisis cf Fscniitmait whldi 

was andawgiftring the GOVeTDr 

menfs slndegy for improving 
standards. Labour’s electoral 
foirtunes wciuld not improve if 
polling dsy with sto 

ries about.chOdrea being sent 
timrift tiom schod for iadk. of 
qualified staff to teach them. . 


Mr Bbmketfs fears wore 
confirmed by tho firadnato 
Teadier Training I^dstry Its 
figures for 3996 showed a 18 per 
cent drop in numbers accepted 
for the dne-year po s^ gi-adnata 

flnnrftft in aeftftndflry teftfthing, 
tT>a wiam antr y lOUte "rfw 
fnr specialists. 

Only -680 graduates have 
aechpted places to train as 

fwafha teahbers down firom 

980 at the same time year 
and 60 per emit below the offi- 
cial target for this yeac 
Another L628 accepted places 
for the sciaices — 40 per cent 
bdow the official target niey 
indnded ISO for physics (down 
89 pmr cent oalast yeaiX 301 for 
chemistry (down 21 per cent) 
and 718 for biology (down 16 
per cent) (1)- The numbers for 
ynathe ara ocptw-iaTly alarming 

David Hart general secretary 
of the National Assodatiom d 

TTaaH TsacherS, tliam 

’’worst since toe mid-iseos and 
the rodk-bottom »»Tnhar e Ihr 

physics could wffi. make it an 
extreme minority subject in 
the not too distant fliture.** 
Olhwr specialisms 

with sertous shortages iziclude 
design and technology infor- 
mation technology modem 
languages and geography 


This is not 
the first recruit- 
ment crisis. Previ- 
ously govemmeots have 
muddled through on *ha 
assumption that they would be 
solved by the next ecoaomlc 
recession when g^nates 
emerging from the universi- 
ties vrould find fowmr attractive 
alternatives to t«*achwig- But, 
with half the teachers in Eng- 
land and Wales due to retire 
over the next Ih-lS years, Mr 
Bhinkeft knows that relaxed 
respemse is no Imiger ade- 
quate. There is also a matter of 
quality Hie calibre of appli- 
cants for teadier training is 
too 'low The average A levd 
score of students applying for 
tiie undergraduate BBd course 
— the main route in for gen- 
eral teadiers ~ is 5 l 2 per cent 
Iowa* than the avaage for 
other courses. Only 4 per cent 
of those entering teaching 


have first class d^rees yet 
around 10 pm: cent of gradu- 
ates get firsts. 

Tte Departmoot for Edoca- 
tiem and Employment has been 
set to work on a green paper 
dne for'pnbUcatiOQ in Novem- 
ber intended to set out the 
ways in vtiildi the structure of 
the profession can be mod- 
ernised — prineqaiDy by creat- 
ing better finawrfai tocectives 
tor teachms to improve their 
pecformance and change the 
way education is delivered 
within sdioola. fta* his part Mr 
Bhmkett raieets the traditional 
Whitehall argument that the 
nation cannot afford to pay 
any more. He has. implicitly 
accepted the union vi^ that 
the pay celling for competent 
main^rade classroom teach- 
ers who do not want to take <m 
TTMTiagM-iai responsilnlities is 
much too low and win have to 
increase 

At present a newly qoahfled 
teadier gets a starting salary 
of at least £13481 a year This 
is reasonable, it Is not too for 
adrift from starting pay rates 
in. other j«ofesBlops azui com- 
parable Jobs. It Is what hap- 
pana Ttovt that *"«>*** teaching 

out aa ft finanrinl ahim By *ha 

age Of 30, a teacher Who wants 
to teach and to stay in the 
rT naa moiH (QSUally eXtTa 
responsOnUly points are only 



available to 
those tflWng on 
administrative or non-class- 
room responsibilities) is stuck 
on £22,023 for the rest of his or 
her career' (The graphic shows 
what happ^ in other jobs 
over the years), i^ut two- 
thirds o£ teachers in primary 
schools and neariy half 
those m secemdary schoeds are 
paid at or bdow this leveL If s 
not much bmier at the top o£ 
the tree. Only 7JS per emit of 
primary school headteachers 
get more than £3(MM)0 a yeac 
Only 4.5 per cent of secondary 
heads top £40,000 (2). 

KRHAPS the sim- 
solutitm to the 
crisis 

would be to signal 
society^ iqgirBCia- 
timi of teachers by giving an cf 
them a whelping pay increase 
— young and dd, good, bad 

and indifforant Tn g material- 
ist society signal values by 

pmiTiH ci gng IncFfsase e v er y 
teadier’a salary Iv £5^000. It 
would cost an extra £2 billiai a 
yean It sounds dramatic but 
would it do much to make 

h«M4iing a flnanriaHyjrHratv 

tive loi^term career? The 
Treasury is never going to 

accept gnnh an indiacriminata 

appiothh. Instead the Govern- 
ment is working towards a tar^ 
geted approach. A first pointer 
came in January when the pay 
revim body for teadiers 
announced that ”tbe time is 
approaching when (the pay 
structure) ghmiTH be reviewed 
to ensure that it continues to 
support the aim of raising edu- 
cational standards throu^ the 
flexibiUty it gives to schools 
emd the tocentives and 
rewards it of^ to teacb- 
ers ''(^Council leaders yester- 
day raised the temperature by 
urging the review body itself 
be scrapped. 

The Government accepts the 
argument for more in princi- 
pla Mr Biunkett is indicating 
that “several hundred muitnw 
pounds” win be available on 
top of the normal pay 

rounds for distributiem to 


teachers according to merit, 
starting in 20004)1. The money 
will be drawn from a £1 billion 
service development fond 
included in (Jordon Brown's 
£19 billion boost for education 
spending over the next three 
years, thou^ how much of 
that fund Is set aside for pay is 
not yet dear The aim is to pro- 
vide performance incentives 
for mo^ teachers. Those work- 
ing wcQl against the odds'in dls- 
advantaged schools with poor 
test or exam results would be 
just as likdy to get a substan- 
tial bcHius as staff In estahli^ 
ments at the top d the league 
tables. The green paper wfo 
fiesh out what Mr Biunkett 
means by his promise ctf 
**sophisticated Tm»fhnrt^ of 
assessment imVeri to broader 
peiformaiice standards and the 
meeting cf teechere’ personal 
targets, including those iriiich 
are related to pupil perfiq- 
mance”K}- He do^ not have in 
mind some cosy arrangement 
wher^ heads will he free to 
UIgiraise their staff and 
increase tiie pay cf those 
Tritose faces fl.t The heads of 
sleepy schools are themselves 
under su^iciem and their deci- 
sions on performance will 
require external vmifitatioD . 

Ihe packag e will come with 
other strings attached, requir- 
ing teadiers to accept new 
coitions of enqdoyment 
The <3ovemmmit does not 
seem anxious to take away 
their longer holidays, but it 
wants a more flexible school 
day and changes in traditional 
classroom structures. As 
schools learn the educational 
benefits c£ Information tech- 
nology the best teachers could 
become higher-status *lnan- 
agers of learning resources” 
supported by technicians and 
r»ia««r n oni assistants. Similar 
developmmits are afoot in 
medicine; the Government 
yesterday announced the cre- 
ation of a new grade of ’’con- 
sultant” nurse. 

Mr Biunkett has not yet told 
the teachers how mudh they 
ml^t in return, but David 
Hart of the headteachers* 
association has costed what 
school heads think is needed. 
They want good classroom 
teachers to be aUe to break 


through the current £23,000 
ceiling and move up to a maxi- 
mum of £31,000 if they can 
demonstrate sustained excel- 
lence. Above that there wx>uld 
be a salary grade rising to 
£40,000 for those undertaking 
significant extra responsibUi- 
ties. He estimates this would 
cost £200 million in the first 
yean rising to £1.8 billion after 
eight years as the good teach- 
ers move in gradual steps 
towards the new ceilings. That 
could be affordable in the run- 
up to the election, although 
the eventual outlay would be 
considerable. 

It is too soon to say whether 
the teaching would 

accept such a package. They 
are suspicious of paymoit hy 
results and thiuk the current 
system of staff appraisal by 
headteachers is discredited. 
But a recent survey by the 
National Union of Teachers 
showed a substantial majority 
were in favour of widening 
pay differentials in order to 
benefit staff vriio improve 
their skills and their compe- 
tence. The liiteiiftid: outoome is 
that the professional will be 
dragged suspiciously towards 
the (Jovemmenfs version d 
modernisation. It would be 
wooderfol if teachers had the 
organisation and status to dic- 
tate their own future as an 
autonomous pr^bsskm, but 
that remains an iwi pnaalhla 
dream in a long-underfonded 
sector in which the state will 
ataays be in tlte drtvi]^ seaL 


(IKaraduate Teacher 
TteJning Registry figures for 
aeeeptanoes by mid-August; 

(SQ Office of Manpower 
Economics survey for Schooi 
Teecheis Review Body. December 
1 997: CQ SchooiTeaehers* Review 
Body 1 998 report, para 1 47; 

(4} Times Educational 
Supplement July 24, 1 998. 
Qra^lo Muicee: Nut fosco; 
Law Society: Unison: Collette HHI 
Associates; PoBce Federation: 
flood Accountancy Personnel: 
Hayes Accountancy Personnel; 
Royai Institution of (bartered 
Surveyors. 

OrapMesi .Jason Pickersgn. 

Matthew Keating 
John Carvel is the Guardknb 
education edltoc 
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Ex-Lloyd’s man for NafWest 


Notebook 


JDI Tyeanar 


S CR DAVm ROW- 
LAND, finxner head 
of Uoyd’s of Lon- 
don. was yesterday 
named to succeed 
Lord Alexander as chair man 
(tfKatWest 

The surprise choice ends 
months of uncertainty, vrtiicb 
harf led to speculation in the 
City that Lord Blyth, chief ex- 
ecutive of Boots, would take 
over. 

Sir David. 65. will become 
chairman in April of next 
year. He was appointed at yes- 
terday’s routine monthly 
board meeting, at which it 
was unanimously decided 


that be should succeed Lord 
Alexander. 62, who will have 
been at the helm for a decade. 
Sir David’s appointment 
comes as NatW^ appears on 
the blink of repedrlng its rep- 
utation in the City after a tur- 
bulent ride in recent sreais. 
The City will be looking to Sir 
David to carry thou^ plans 
to develop a stronger retail 
hank — which Will result in 
the loss of more *ha« 10,000 
branch jobs — and steer the 
bank away from the costly di- 
sasters of previous years. 

liord Alexander has pre- 
sided over one of the worst 
periods in the hank’s history. 
He took over as chairman just 
after the .demaging Blue 
Arrow afihir, which led to a 


Bulls back In 
Wall Street 
as pound takes 
another dip 


Mark Tkan In New York 
and Hark MBiier 


W ALL Street joined the 
rally in markets 
around the woiid yes- 
terday as investors took heart 
from hints by Federal 
Reserve chairman Alan 
Greenspan of a cut in interest 
rates to head off global 
recession. 

After the Labour Day holi- 
day weekend, the Dow Jones 
index was up as much as 300 
points in morning trading be- 
fore givii^ back some its 
gains. 

Shares prices in Paris and 
Frankfurt rallied strongly but 
London, which had surged on 
Monday, was little changed 
yesterday. However, the 
pound fdl a pfoin^ to 2.8637 
German marks — its lowest 
levd since late May — amid 
further evidence ftiat the para 
of UK economic growth is 
continuing to slow. 

The dollar sUpped on the 
hint of lower US rates but 
then recovered as the stock 
market soared. Dealers took 
the view tibat overseas inves- 
tors would need dollars to buy 
their way back into the US 
stock market 

The recent Wall Street sell- 
off bad seen the Dow plunge 
18 per cent from its record 
9337.97 in July, prompting 
many analysts to warn that 
the US was enterii^ a bear 
market 

But yesterday the bulls 
were badr in charge. The big 
winners in the rally were fi- 
nancial services firms, which 
have been among the most 
battered in recent weeks be- 
cause of their trading losses 
and exposure to emerging 


maricets from Russia to Latin 
America. 

The Nasdaq stock market 
where many technology com- 
panies are listed, also 
stormed back yesterday. 

Traders attributed Wall 
Street’s comeback to Mr 
Greenspan. In a speedi at the 
weekend at the University of 
California, Berkeley, Mr 
(Greenspan signalled the Fied’s 
willingness to cut rates be- 
cause a spreading global 
econcanic crisis which began 
in Thailand, spread to Indone- 
sia, South Korea and Russia, 
and now threatens Latin 
America. Casting the largest 
shadow is Japan, whidi is 
stru^ding to get its economy 
moving. 

’The consensus is a rate 
hike for this year is ruled out 
and the pnssihntty of a rate 
cut has increased now," said 
Peter Coolidge, senior equity 
' trader at Brean Murray. 
‘That Is giving the market a 
shot in the arm. Is this a tech- 
nical bounce-back or a form- 
ing a bottom? Fm not 
! sure." 

Mr Greenspan's remarks 
may have given the maricet 
some relief because investors , 
are keenly interested in the 
possibility of lower interest 
rates. But Mr Greenspan also 
spoke about the prospect of 
lower corporate profits as US 
companies are hit by low 
grov^ in Asia. Lower profits 
are lilmly to have a negative 
impact on share prices, but 
investors yesterday chose to 
accentuate the positive. 

The correction has taken 
excesses out of the ' mazket 
and it is Hmp for the the bun 
market to resume." said Roy 
Blumbeig of the Josephthal 
brokerage. 


GMTV ‘up for 
grabs’ after 
licence talks 


Chils Danrie, Medfa 
Buvinete Cofreapondent 

T he ownership of break- 
fast television producer 
GMTV win be tip for 
grabs as soon as its future is 
clarified later this year, one 
of its hugest diaidtoiders in- 
dicated ye^rday. 

Scottish Media Group, the 
TV and newspaper company 
which owns 20 per cent of 
GMTV, said it would consider 
its position once the break- 
fast pn^ramme producer bad 
renegotiated the terms of its 
licence wlA the industry reg- 
ulator. the Independent Tele- 
tdslon Cmnmlsslon. 

Stressing that SMG had yet 
to decide whether to keep, in- 
crease or lower its stidce, 
diief executive Andrew Flan- 
agan gold the board would 
consider its position once the 
new terms were known. 

His views 6(^ Indl cations 
tram the Guardian Media 
Group, whi^ owns 15 per 
cent of GMTV, that the 
group’s own^ship structure 
may be renegotiate shortly. 

Mr Flanagan said GMTV 
seemed likely to lose up to 
£7 minion this year. The com- 
pany wanted to cut the 
annual ESOnunioo payment 
it makes to the Government 
for its fiwnchise. 

Speaking at the announce- 
ment of SMG’s half*year 
results, Mr Flanagan warned 
that the outcome of the FTC 


j review of licence paymmits 
I was “crucial" to GMTV’s 
I commercial Ability. 

Excluding an exceptional 

gain ot£3S mUHrtw on the aala 
of Its Stake in Ulster TV, SMG 
turned in a 27 per cent in- 
crease in half-year pn^ts to 
£23.5 million on ^.9 minion 
turnover. Shares rose 3lp, to 
I close at 650p. 

The company also an- 
I nounced that it had agreed to 
I buy the video, mosic and 
{ book publisher. VCI, for 
I £31.2 miUicMi. or 8(^ a Share. 

! VCI owns the ri^ts to 
I ’ rtinmaa Hia Tank Wn gina vjd- 
, eos and Manchester United 
I fu emhanrtifio , and has lOUg- 
! term relationships with Gra- 
j nada TV and Channd 4, and 
with producers HatTridc and 
I Cameron Mackintosh. 

Mr Flanagan said SMG had 
no plans to emulate Rupert 
Murdoch’s interest in football 
by mafcing an. offer fbr a club. 

“In the short term, fbotball 
dubs seem to be a licence to 
lose money rather than print 
it’’ But be underwood the 
reasoning behind British Sky 
Broadcasting’s interest 

He added that the outlook 
for advertisii^ was “satisfhc- 
tory". The company's produc- 
tion business bad suffered 
from a mil-fliff in drama com- 
missions following a review 
at ITVs Network Centre, but 
would step up its pursuit at 
mmttiittginna in otb^ genres, 
such as faetiisi pn^ramming 
Ibr Channel 4-and BSkyB. 


hi^-pr^Qe fiaud trial in the 
late 1980s. and was charged 
with turning round the 
bank’s battered image. 

' Under dialrmanship, 
NatWest has been forced to 
sen off its troublesome Amer- 
ican banking business. Ambi- 
tions to to^ a global invest- 
ment fhcili^ on the side of 
thp retail haniring business 
ended in ruin — NatWest 
Markets, the troubled iuvest- 
I ment banking divisioa, was 
sold (^last year after a trader 
cre ate d an SSO hole in 

its derivatives trading book. 

The chaos surrounding the 
investment banWng defaade 
led to reports of a dflynaging 
boardroom rift and last year 
left the bank plotting a 


Green 

energy 

ruled 

out as 

too 

costly 

Terry MacalMv 


T he future of renewable 
energy was thrown 
Into doubt yesterday 
by the electricity regolator. 
Professor Stephen Little- 1 

He said meeUx« govern- | 
ment manifesto targets fbr 
renewable energy was un- 
economic because it would 
cost op to £15 bOUon. 

His comments drew criti- 
cism from government in- 
siders and environmental 
groups. 

Prof Littlechild said: Tt 
is for consideration 
whether the benefits of 
renewable energy justify 
incnnlng costs on such a 
scale." 

The Government has 
vowed to produce 10 per 
cent of electricity nrads 




Theses 8e£f4 
/iGUSTOF 
Renurr 


firom renewable energy by 
2010 , but the regulator 
warned that the high cost 
would require a fossil fuel 
levy of between 6 per cent 
and 8 per cent, which 
would have to be paid for 
by customers over the next 
15 years. 

Marcus Rand, a renew- 
ables spedailst at the envi- 
ronmentel group 

Greenpeace, ^pressed as- 
tonishment abo^ Prof Utt- ' 
' lechild’s views: **We tiiink | 
I the 10 per cent target can 
not only be met bnt ! 
exceeded." l 

Prof Littlechild’s com- 
ments come less than a 
week after the energy min- 
ister, John ^ttie, tiuew 
! bis weight behind «tffehore 
wind technoh^. 

He has asked fbr Indnst^ 

: views on how best to lncoi> ! 
porate ofEshore wind ener - 1 


merger with rivals such as 
Abbey National and the Pru- 
dentiaL There was even an 
approach by Barclays, its 
ar<^ rival, about a tie-up. 

“We believe that Sir David, 
with his long experience and 
fine achievements within the 
financial services industry, is 
the ri^t person to lead the 
board and to baBd upon the 
strengths of our business.’’ 
Lord Alexander said. 

There had been earlier 
eafic for an interim chairman 
to be appointed, however, 
adio could fill the gap be- 
tween next April and Septem- 
ber when many had thought 
that Lord Blyth, 57. would be 
free from his obligations at 
Boots. 


Sir David's age led s«ne an- 
alysts to raise their eyebrows, 
but Lord Alexander was ada- 
mant that Sir David would 
serve as chairman for four 
years. 

Banking sources suggested 
that Sir David’s knowledge of 
financial services bad proved 
prefisrential to Lord Blydi’s 
knowledge of retailing. 

NatWest's shares rose 3 per 
cent on the news, defying the 
market trend. 

Sir David will spend half 
the week as NatWest's chair- 
man, devoting the rest to 
Templeton Collie, Oxford 
University’s business school, 
where he is president. 

He became joint deputy 
chairman of NatWeSt alOlg- 


I Side Sir Sidney Lipworth yes- 
I terday after having been ap- 
I pointed to the board earlier 
; this year. 

Sir David retired as chair- 
man -of Uoyd’s at London at 
the end of last year after a 
fiveyear period during which 
he M the insurance market’s 
"reconstruction" pn^ramme. 

During his time at Lloyd’s 
Sir David, known as a golf Ih- 
natic, was described as “fo- 
cused and committed”. 
NatWest also announced 
otiier obanp ifl to its board. Sir 
Ricbard Evans, chairman of 
British Aerospace, will join 
on O^ber 1. Lord Hurd and 
Sir George Qni^ey will both 
leave at the shareholder meet- 
ing next J^rfi. 


Bank hopes for 
calmer waters 















£15 billion bio w ... Electricity regulator Stephen Uttiechild says energy sources such as 
this wind farm at Cemaes, Anglesey, are too expenaive pHOTooRAntCHFBSiHOMOND 


gy into the Nun^ossU Fuel 
Obl^tetion Order (NFFO) 
process, which la the main 
vdilcle for public money to 
be cTiawnwiaa into renewa- 
bles. 

In yesterday’s advice to 


the Trade and Industry Sec- , 
retar y on setting the fifth ' 
NFFO, Prof ldttie<faUd said 
408 projects had been sub- 
mitted by the 12 regional 
electric i ty companies. 

The renewables sector 


has been boosted recently 
by announcements firom oil 
groups such as British Pe- 
troleum and Shell that they 
have set their own ambi- 
tions targets fbr produed]^ 
energy from this source. 


BG admits increase in gas 
cut-^offs is irreversible . 


Speculation over bid by Italian 
group puts Enterprise in frame 


Tarry MacaUster 

B RmSH Gas suecessw BG 
has admitted it wiE not be 
able to keep di^nnectlons at 
their level In 1995, ^en the 
company’s gas supply monop- 
(dy esid^ 

Figures released yesterday 
showed 7,548 consumers were 
disconnected for non-pay- 
ment last quarter, a rise ci 
38 per cent compared with the 
same period of 1997. 

A BG spokeswoman said 
the mmpaTiy wss unUkely to 
keep the annual le^ of dis- 
connections bdow 18 , 000 , let 
alone reduce fogm to the 
15,000 rate of 1995. She Uamed 
the increase <m the introdne- 
tion of competition. 


^le Gas Consumer Council 
claimed that BG had said last 
year, when disconnections 
doubled, that rates would 
“settle dowD" to tiieir 1995 
level The council expressed 
concern at the 25 per coit in- 
crease in the use of prepay- 
ment meters in the three 
months to June. Historically, 
ioexeased use tf pre-payment 
meters had meant fewer dis- 
connections, the council said, i 
but this relationship now ap- : 
peared to have been broken. 

Tbe. BG spokeswoman 
pointed out that 84 per cent of 
disconnections were made 
without communication be- 
tween company and cus- 
.tomer. "We urge customers to 
contact us when they have 
not paid their bOls," she said, i 


Mark MHnmr aikd 
Tarry HacaOator 

ENTERPRISE OIL yester- 
I day found itself at the cen- 
tre of bid specdation after the 
Italian eneigy group BNI was 
forced to detail its acquisi- 
tions policy. 

Rumours of a bid for Enter- 
prise — which pronwted Qie 
Italian stock exdiaage au- 
thorities to demand a state- 
ment fibm ENI — initially 
sent shares in' Britain's larg- 
est indqiendent on producer 
shar^ higher. Later, how- 
ever. they fell back over fears 
that the company may drop 
outoftheFTSB. 

The Italian group said; 
“Major on compsuiies are eon- 


sldering waye in which to 
concentrate business acXlvi- 
ties with those of other com- 
panies. ENI has not yet identi- 
fied specific opportunities." 
The sh^ faZl'la the price of 
olL has increased pressure for 
mergers within tbe industry, 
with BP and Amoco agreeing 
a full-scale link-np, while 
Shdl and Texaco are combin- 
ing their refining and petrol 
station businesses in Euixipe. 

nerre Jungels, ggecu- 
tive of Enterprise 03. siii^ 
however: “We have heard 
nothing [from ENI]. These are 
Just rumours." 

Talk of a bid was wou^ to 
push Enterprise sheues to 37^ 
Gram their oveni^bt c lo s e <tf 
350p. They fell back, however, 
to end TiWe ehangarf 


Alex Brummer 


S IR David Rowland hope- 
ftiiiy win rfaim a better 
legacy at NatWest tiian 
his predecessor. Lord Alexan- 
der's period at tbe helm b^an 
with a regulatory problem — 
the aftermath of the Blue 
Arrow affair — and was fol- 
lowed by several other diffl- 
coities, including a Moody 
recession for tbe small busi- 
ness ' seebH* and losses in 
North America and Australia. 

No sooner bad these prob- 
lems been overcome than 
NatWest was mired in a new 
scandal with tbe mispricing 
and mlsrecording interest 
rate swaps at NatWest Mai> 
kets. Ifee result of this cata- 
k^ue of trouble was a bank 
which lost confidence in itself 
tmA ground to some at its 
competitors, noteUy Lloyds 
TSB and HSBC. 

As he looks forward to the 
relative calm of the cricket 
World Cup next spring Lord 
Alexander appears more con- 
fident now than at almost any 
point in his stewardship that 
he leaves behind a secure in- 
stitution. Apparently 
NatWest has only marginal 
eaposure in the Russian debt 
or emeigii^ market crisis; It 
has run its small and me- 
dium-sized business book suf- 
ficiently cautiously not to 
have to raise provisions enor- 
mously to take account (ff UK 
slowdown or recession and 
seems confident that after a 
surprisingly buoyant first 
half of 1998, It can maintain 
momentum in the current 
period of tiie year. 

This is not say all will be 
hunky-dory for Sir David. He 
w31 face several challenges as 
the two-and-half days a week 
chairman On the marketii^ 
front, NatWest, like the other 
clearers, has never taken the 
supermarket and newcomers 
chaJleroye seriously enough, 
so about £6 billion of personal 
deposits have leaked sway to 
the interlopers over a short 
period. While this might not 
be a revolution on tbe scale 
seen in petrol retailing, it is 
one which Lord Blyto of 
Boots — who had been ex- 
pected to take the mantle at 
NatWest — might have been 
better equipped to deal with 
than Sir David, whose expert- 
ise is in the more esoteric 
areas of finance. 

Where Sir David might 
have the edge over Lord Blyth 
is in the matter of financial 
service agglomeration. There 
is little doubt that the combi- 
nation of the onset of tbe 
euro, a crowded presence in 
the European-wide financial 
services market and the 
trends towards bancassur- 
ance win eventually drive 
NatWest — like everyone else 
in the sector — into meigers. 
This is where Sir David’s in- 
surance background in- 
ternational experience tiaould 
bold him in good stead. 

Some anatr^ were ques- 
tioning Sir David's age at 65. 
But in ttiese turbul^t times, 
leadership by a grey fox 


might be considervd a dtstinrt 
advantage. There wUI be one 
other liniMtftnnt task for sir 
David — grooming n new 
executive. Derek Wan- 
1^ may ha\*e come through 
the crisis strengthened, tut 
shareholders are unlikely to 
for^ve hbn over the tunger 
haul for the List years • - some 
the most productive in the 
banking sector — during 
which NatWest stood still. 

The immediate need and 
urge for change may have 
gone, but the stock market 
remains an unforgiving piace. 


Market repairs 

D espite the political 
stalemate in Moscow 
there are signs that 
equity markets are regaining 
a sense of perspective. The 
retuin of New York to trading 
after the Labour Day holiday 
was joj'ous. with the Dow 
Jtmes making .strong gains, 
which means that for the mo- 
ment it is more or less even 
on the jraar. The trlQter for 
the Dow and Nasdaq rallies 
originates Ironically with the 
same person who since No- 
vember 1996 has been warn- 
ing that share markets are too 
high — Federal Reserve 
riiairman Alan Greenspan, 
The reality is that with the 
passing of Ubour Day, the 
beaches of the Hamptons and 
Martha’s Vineyard have emp- 
i tied, senior investment bank- 
: ers and financial officials are 
at their desks, and all 
the obvious things which 
needed saying and doing arc 
being done. 

Greenspan has indicated 
that the federal funds rate, 
the US market interest rate. 
wUl not be rising any iicne 
soon, and has left open the 
possibility ctf'a rate cut at the 
September 29 session of the 
fx^cymaking open markets 
committee. In Germany. 
Bundesbank council member 
Olaf Stevert has dismissed 
the notion that there is any 
need for a tightening in the 
euro area before Uie end of 
the year, and has indicated 
that an easing is possible if it 
becomes necessary for global 
purposes. It is difficult to be- 
lieve that even the thus-Gar 
impervious Bank of Engbrnd 
monetary policy committee 
will not be alert to the global 
dai^rs when it starts delib- 
erations today. 

There is al^ a quickening 
of the pace of international fi- 
nancial diplomacy. The 
Group of Seven deputies wUl 
be gathering on September 13 
to talk over Russia. Afier a 
Washington meeeting of 
Latin American finance min- 
isters and the IMF. Brazil — 
which has been bit tv 
the Russian Callout — is tak- 
ing steps to trim its budget 
deficit as part of an effort to 
restore ^th in its currency, 
the real, and stem the outflow 
from its equity markets, 
which have now fallen 43.74 
per cent so far this year. 

The September turnabout 
in equity markets and on cur- 
rency markets, where tbe dol- 
lar and the pound have lost 
some of their fizzlness. should 
steady nerves. 

But the Rinriamowtalu sUU 
remain woriTlng. from Tol^ 
to Kuala Lumpar and Mos- 
cow. The odds on a severe 
global slo wd o w n have not 
shortened. 


Savings ads 
ruled unfair 


Toiqr Leweiie 


T WO of Britain's bluest 
savings institutions- 
were yesterday found 
guilty of producing mislead- 
ing and .unfair 
advertisements. 

Tbe Advertlsiiig standards 
Associatkai said the Bank of 
Scotland and the Bradford & 
Bln^ey buQding aocte^ imh 
made unfair comparisons 
against competitors in com- 
mercials. The Judgments fid- 
lowed mynplaints fiw both 
the public and rival Institu- 
tions whose accounts were 

attanlforf 

The Bank of Scotland advert 
offered savers with £5,000 a 7 
ptf emit FetUm.iB its BanWng 
Direct telephone account. 
Under the haimer “Are you 

TOURIST RATES — BANK 


losing int«est in your build- 
ing society?”, it claimed Na- 
tionwide paid 4d3 per cent, 
Bradford & Bin^ey 4.05 per 
cent and Britaimia 3.5 per cent 

The Building Societies 
Association, which com- 
plained on bdhalf of its mem- 
bers. said the advert was an 
unfair comparision of branch- 
based aecoimts with a tele- 
phone account. It also ignored 
those banita w hirh paid better 

rates fbr a postal account 

The ASA ruled the advert 
gave Bank of Scotland “an un- 
fair advantoge’’. 

In the second judgment 
Bradford & Bingley’s bowler- 
hatted duo were rapp^ fur 
prodaiming “Look who's top 
of the tabte". comparing its 
own rates favourably to those 
from Abbey Natioui^ Halifax 
andWodwufa, . 


Australia 2,72 
Austria I9.te 
Belslutn 57.39 
Cansda 2 j 4S 
Cyprus 08197 
Denmark 108$ 
Rnland 8.549 
France 9.2974 


Germany 2.7825 
Greece 478.78 
Hong Kong 12.48 
India 71JI2 
Ireland lh982 
Israel 0458 
Italy 2.781 


Malaysia 8-34 
Malta 08187 
Netherlands 3.1284 
New Zealand 3.14 
Norway 12.51 
Portugal 282.51 
Saudi Arabia OlO 


Snppffstf bf NWWpsr r«Mhi4biy fHpoB, 


SmsaporaUl 
South Africa lOO! 
Spain 234.89 
Sweden 12.87 
SwttzwtMid 227 
Turkey 444,300 
USA 1.61M 
sMer «mr iminNaf I 
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Racing: Opening da y of the St Leger meeting 


Colin Flcetwood-Jones talks to a young trainer who has an ^for a bargain 

Flanders can score for Easterby 
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fLAMDERS faces her 
I biggest pay day this 
afternoon. Not in 
some foreign field, 
on a battleground in her own 
county at Doncaster. 

Hie flying filly, whose only 
blip this season was when go- 
ing down with all £la^ flying 
in York's Lowther Stakes, ap- 
pears to have an outstanding 
ch ance in a race which is 
worth more than a niaaai^ 

Tim Easterby's girl, who 
moves like Mercury on giaaa 
goes fix- the St L^r Yearling 
Stakes on Town Moor, the 
richest Juvenile event in 
Europe fliis year with a total 
value of £358,800 and a first 
prize of £179.000. which is 
more than the winner of our 
2,000 Guineas gets. 

The well-named compact 
hay, by Common Grounds out 
of Family At War, has be en 
keeping her powder dry on 
the Malton g^ops since her 
brave showing at York, yet 
Easterby is aware of the big 
guns she ihces in the event 
Trtiich is on^ for b p r s^ s 
bou^t at the local sales. 

*Tt is going to be one heU ot 
a hot race," he says, “hut she 
is in her element when 'up 
against it and usually co m es 
throu^" 

“She cost 21,000 guineas at 
the sales, but hag more than 
made up for that I hon- 
estly say that as soon as we 
got her home we knew we bad 
a real good *un. 

“From day one cm the gal- 
lops she shaped like a natural 
and has turned out that way. 
What she has achieved so for 


'f-;' 

has been remarkable and I am 
sure that there is more to 


come.’’ 

Is . f. , ... . 

Last time out on the 


- Knavesmire, Flanders fin- 

1- 

ished third, a length snri 


threequarters and a neck be- 


hind Bint AUayl, the fostest 


juvenile sprinting filly of 

.'l' ■ ' 

season. 

.-V- • 

Easterby added: “lliere was 


no di^race In defeat because 


Mick Channon's winner Is 

i *:k • 

something esdramely special. 

h. ■ J ■; 

but I tbiTiic we shcnild have 

in rr ' 

been second. Flanders duint 

iP«T-,- t-.-i . 

have much room two Furlongs 

-1, 1" ’ 

out aud bad to squeeze 

■to-" ■■ 

through to get her challenge 

■kn. - 

going. I reckon that cost her a 

\4 ,s ’ 

neck and a halt** 


The apple of Easterby's eye 

pa 

br 

won her first feur races, start- 1 

Ing off with a maiden and ' 
then a minor event, boftb at 


Beverley. iShe then hecame 


the trainer's first Royal Ascot 

J s" ^ W 

-• •• • • • 




^^nning teem . . . Tim Easterby (right) and jockey Lindsay Gharnoek have plenty to smile about phctto; mafttin lynch 


winner when taking the 
Windsor Castle Stakes easily 
and going on to land New- 
bury’s Super Sprint 

The Lowther was her first 
attempt at six furlongs, but 
$be saw the trip out well and 
there is no Bint Afiayl in the 
field today. 

To lus credit 3&-year-old 
Tim was not overawed by the 
act he bwH to faDow when his 
fomous ftt fbpr handed over 
tbe reins to bim_ MQes Henry 
Easterby, the petriaucb of 
Great Habton, never liked his 
Christian Ttumaa arid opted 
fiirPeter. 

After sending out 1,508 win- 
ners on'ttie-Flat and'tOOO 
over jumps, Peter Easterby, 
now 68» decided to call It a 
day. He perscrnffies the no- 
nonsense characteristics of 


Doncaster Jackpot card 
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the archetypal Yorkshlre- 
man. With an unerring eye 
for a good horse for not much 
money. Peter bought Chelten- 
ham Gold Cup heroes Alver- 
ton and Little Owl, along with 
Champion hurdler Night 
Nurse, for less than 7/100 
guineas all told. His sou ob- 
serves: “He always had an e]Fe 
for a horse. It is in the famny 
blood." 

Obviously. So when Flan- 
ders rtamp Qp in fkp Doncas- 
ter ring, Tim decided to 

splash out three times what 
hiK father had expended cm 
his trio of National Hunt 
stars, but is has proved worth 
it 

Tim. a top amateur rider 
who partnered his first win- 
ner, Broon's Secret, at Ayr at 
the age of 16, and added over 


(tal 


100 more, says “Throu^ the 
generations we have been 
horse dealers and I like nofo- 
Ing better than to pick out a 
ymiiing and miinag p h> get it 
at a taxgjun price.** Peter, 
who is still at Tim’s shmiider 
as the stable guru, h»< taught 
hissonirelL 

Another part o£ the win- 
ning eqnation Is Lindsay 
rharnnrk, at 43 enjoying an 
Indian Summer in tbe wddUi 
The w tndcnr Castle win on 
Flanders was tbe icing on a 
27-year career for the son of s 
miner, which hac Inrlndpd 
two Cesarewitch victories on 
Old Bed. 

Last February. Chamock 
climbed aboard the fifiy on 
the north Yorkshire Moors 
for her first home spin, and 
recalls: “She stnck out like a 


sore thumb, a natural from 
the very sta^ 

“After that we knew we bad 
something very good on our 
hands and expected her to 
win her first tro races weU. 
which she did hi the Windsor 
Cas^ I knew that if anyfiiing 
beat us it would have to be a 
bit^ieciaL 

"ZiieD, at Newbury, her 
bravery saw her thrangk She 
won despite bating the 
ground, which bad cut up. 
You cant take anything away 
from Bint Allayl's Lowther 
win and I would be surprised 
if we met anything of her 
class at Doncaster.** 

So when Flanders goes over 
the top at 3.10 today it is un- 
likely that any amount vf 
muck and bullets will stop 
her. 


Savill 
looks 
to draw 
on Straw 


Qia ham Roefc 


T he British Horserac- 
ing Board staged a ro- 
bust defence of their fi- 
nancial plan In a document 
which set ont to refhfe a 
critlqne of tbe scheme 
which bad been commis- 
sioned by the Betting Office 
Lieencees* Aasocdation. and 
produced by the auditors 
Coopers & l^brand. 

“Weak, unresearehed, in- 
accurate and misrepresen- 
tatlve,’* was the ve^ct of 
racing’s rnlizag body on the 
BOLA-comlssioned report. 

With arguments between 
racing and bookmakers 
now volleying backwards 
and forwards foster than a 
ball on the Centre Court, 
tbe renegotiation of the 
Levy Board agreement to 
take the sport into the next 
mOleniam will be interest- 
ing. If the two parties can- 
not reach agreement, the 
Home Secretary would im- 
pose a settlement. 

Peter Savill, the BHB 
Chaii-man, haa aw appoint- 
ment with Jadk Straw on 
October S to put »etaig*6 
ease for a greater share of 
betting turnover. “It would 
be more appropriate If rac- 
ing’s revenue firom bettb^ 
was calculated on book- 
makers* profit rather tban 
tnxnover,** Savill aaid. 

Whether the burden for 
providing the extra reve- 
nue for racing falls on 
bookmakers or punters 
“shonld be a matter for 
government,** he added. 

Angns Crichtott-Miller, 
chairman of the Racecourse 
Association, made it clear 
that his members will be 
expectixig on-course book- 
makers to contribute a per- 
centage of their turnover. 

"On-course bookmakers 
will have to pay more, and 
if they can't pay a sendble 
price and orgimise their 
businesses efficiently they 
won’t exist,** he warned. 

Savill called on the Levy 
Board to establish a body to 
arbitrate on betting dis- 
pates. **lt might cost 
EIOOJIOO to set up, but rac- 
ing would willing support 
this in the interest of punt- 
ers.** he said. 


Rugby Union 


England boost 
as Dallaglio 
makes return 


Robert Aruiah u ng 


VUlARS about Lawrence 
^■Dallaglio's England 
■ future were eased yes- 
terday with the announce- 
ment that tbe Wasps 
will make his first appeair- 
8Xice of_ Qie season in Sun- 
day’s friendly a gninirt Swan- 
sea at Loftus Road. 

Dall^io, who has recov- 
ered from a persistent 
shoulder injury, will be 
joined by his England team- 
mates Aiex King and Slmnn 
Shaw, who also missed last 
weekend's Premiership defoat 
at Bath because of knee and 
back Ihiuries respectively. 

Dallaglio. whose shoulder 
problem ruled him out of Bng- 
land*s summer tour to the 
southern hemisphere, will 
have to prove to tbe nationni 
coach <flive Woodward that 
be is 100 per cent fit before he 
returns to the England back 
row. 


His prospects of regaining 
tbe England captaincy from 
tl^ scrum-half Xian Dawson 
will depend partly on his 
league form o\'er thie next two 
months, and partly on his per- 
formances in November's 
World Cup qualifiers against 
Holland and Italy, assuming 
he is selected. 

Richmond bave put their 
England Under-2i lock .'^es 
Codling on (he tranter list. 

Richmond’s director of 
rugby John Kingston said: 
“Alex has proved an excellent 
asset but is unhappy that he 
is not pla>*lng regular first- 
team rugby. .Any player not 
totally positive and cominil' 
ted to Richmond will be 
moved on." 

The England tourists Phil 
Greening and Tony Windo 
are set to return to Glouces- 
ter’s front row against Rich- 
mond In Reading on Satur- 
day. The injured p.ilr missed 
last weekend’s victor)' over 
London Irish. 


Rowing 

British pair ease 
to their first final 


ChrtetDpImr Dodd 
In Cologne 


T he women’s pair of Dot 
Bla^e and (^th Bishop 
progressed to Saturday’s 
final as British crews pro- 
duced six first places and one 
second in the World Champi- 
onships repechage round 
yester^. 

Rlarlrifr and BishOp, this 
year’s World Cup holders, 
were delij^ted to reach tbe 
final having been robbed of 
their rhanr^ last year by iU- 
ness to Bishop. 

Blackle, 31, has been on the 
British team since 1992 and, 
like her partner, has not 
raced In a Worid Champion- 
ships or Olynq^ final Yes- 
tet^y th^ finished second to 
the Russians Albina Ligat- 
cheva and Vera Potchitaeva. 
last yeu'’s bronze medallists 
whom bave beaten three 
times this season. 

Bishop’s explanation was 


that the Russians had to pull 
out the stops to ensure quali- 
fication. The British pair had 
hit form in the heat last Sun- 
day when they unexpectedly 
came close to last year’s 
world champions, Emma Rob- 
inson and .Alison Korn from 
Canada. 

The men's lightweight 
eight, who had started as 
favourites in their event, 
made a better fist of their 
repechage than they had done 
ofthe heat They reversed the 
lead taken by the Italians, but 
on this form they no looger 
look like golden shots. 

The three single scullers all 
looked good and In control. 
Greg Searle woo by a street 
'Tm not used to winning a 
race after a minute,’’ he said. 
He has landed a semi-final 
which contains two former 
world champions in Iztok Cop 
and Andre Willms, tbe cur- 
rent champion Jamie Kdven 
and tbe eternal second-placer 
Vadav Cbalupa. 
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Results 


LEICESTER 

X10(1Mi1,ASHa0IIRMBr*T,GBvd- 
wrer (16-1): S. Mlwsrh (5-2): A Dm 
D anrt (Z^l). 9-4 tew N«fm Al Bihv. 13 
nn 1 X. £ U Paares) Tolre t14S(% G3 ID. 

C1.10. eaja M P: E67.7a csF; ESI m. 

XM (leto dp WUCHBt, 44 Aebarls 
( 2 ^ 1 ); to raw CMir ( 9-2 Jl Fbv), S, LWre 
H 0 y ( 10 - 1 ): 4 , Mmre Htt ( 9-3 )Mbv). 
18 ran AlA P KBwnng} Tom: G4B.4(K DA 

Dm g gp , n.ia cure R noaTo. csr 

na&2& Trient E1.100SO. MV Lady JEna. 
toTO (71)1 1( eMA UNto w r-1); 
to PV^ Dnnw* (6-1): to 0 «nl Air 
{IS-B}; to eamilai (1S-1). S-1 lav Kan 
Alhawa. IB ran I, X nk. (E AMon) Tnc 

ca.ift nao. cam. £3.7a ea.70. Dure P: 
C33.ia CSF: £64.04. THnafe £373^6. MV 
CarerelMd. AeMlleti- 
to4o (in 2t» ipOUAMnn Hiu, J fired 

(>-1);toMnPrets(l6j);toEai iirere ii{B-4- 

tar). 17 ran Sbd, X (6lr Mireiul Stain) 
Tom: ES.40; Dm, E4.aa n.ia Dual P: 
C53L0Q.CSPe4E75. 

4.19 (Tffc t, eWTEAto Dow owani 
(9-2); to Uwrare Usp (10-1); to redan 
todpa (14-1). 6-1 tavfon wuitam. IS ran 3. 
a. (R HtamoiO TM: £6.70: £2.40, CLIO, 
B4. to. Dual R fiSOpto. CSR £48.48. 


to«e (er)i 1. usvcAU, M TttOMt (v-4): 
to WaiirHidM (12-1): to ThraUnWiires 
(7-1). 2^1 Iw ¥■ Airealc. g ran 4. I*. (B 
MMhwi) m: Almaty. 

B.1Q(1nitf^1. ai lO04 m 0U l V6APV,J 
litaAiitay (6-1)i toMare UmiM (7^2 tW); to 
OMMiaMBIae (8-1); to *rea (9-0)- 16 

ran 1A X.X. (Ian WIDInma) Tou: D 80: E2J0. 
D60. DTD, D.70. Dual R D2.7a CSF: 
naea TrtcsttDto.21NR:Stan*RldCO. 
6.40 (71> 1, mnOIAUPV L DoRWI (3-1); 
toMtarM»(l 2 -l|;to>rewireta( 6 -aiav). 
14 I«n. 3l 2. p Lodra) Tola- E3.7D: £2J0. 

aao. D.ia Dual rqi jo.csf; aaeas. 
PtACEFO T; C7B4.4a QUAD POT1 £40X0. 

UNCIFIELD 

toOe(1ra«miiJA¥A 6I E >9 ttoNPoHard 
(6-1); to EipaiBrE (10-I)i to Ew a t ir 
IMn (16-1). 11-4 rev JuMIm SeMar. 13 
ran IX, M. p> Eeetaa) Totw D.SO; n.ao. 
eSj40. Dm Dial Fi £33.80. CSF; £BL12. 
TMeoat: £871 JO. MI-£rwE. 
toae (Tfli 1, ALABAito R Hib (S-6 (Sir): to 
Tmw •taMC (S-1); to MMM (OS-1). 10 
ran 2,0. (J DuiHopiTnta: D.40; ft.10, D20. 
DJa Dual F: D.7a CSF: DAS. 

awe (TO; i» aanr eoiapuANeto n 
PeOnra (26-1): to Qblta (6-1): to Mniraw 
('* ']: — II — f** *!_' • revGiaa- 


nnoiiry. 17 ran 4, 3X, tt. (P ShakeBpeara) 
TSK £41 60; DSa £2.10, tSJO. £860. DM 
F: Dar.TU CSF: D4526. TriGSSt njte696. 

Mh^odanTota. 


to»» (Wk 1, MHAHUUI BAHDfT, fl 
Hugbas{it-lOfare:toSratt*6M4(7-2);to 
flaSiiiiniii (26-1). 18 ran (R Hannon) 
Tom.- E2m: D JO. £1 60. ea 40. DM F: C4 JO. 
CSF; £4 IS 

4JM (7f)i 1, FAadftY IIAIA R Cocnrana 
(4-l)itoRMsreK(3-1Fav):toRnttarVart 

K . 14 ran at & (J Farahawe) ToM: 
ei.60. Cl. 70. (&3a Dual p did. csf: 
D7J7. Tneaac Di4J3. Trdeen: £2i2AU 
MV Apouo Rad. Be My Vifeh. Free Option. 
Super MofiBfCtL 

4iwe (7i)ii« WttnAH, R HMi (1-3 iBvk to 

aoryl (8-1): tobbnE (14-1). B ran 4, ito ( J 
Gottwi) Tore: C1J0: D.10, EIJO, C8J0. 
DMR £S7a eSP E4J0. 

SJtO (31^ 1, KATWytHKA, R Pertiaffl 
(16-11; to DeraM (B-6 tav): to Kennd 
116^. 16 ran (Malor D Cnoppell) To4k 
822 JO; tsaO. Cl 40. D.B0. DM R D2J0. 
CSF: B0J1. NR: KInnIiie. Mrary Ueledy. 
MS (dm Sd 1IWreM> «, aSRSIQ AM 
CHOI^ R Huglm (B-11 reit); S, WWe of 
OpttWaiii (8-1): to «MSn ■ I I lid 
(7^ ). 18 ran. 2, S (P CelB) TM: DBO: D.10, 
£240. n JO. DM P: £6.70. CSR DJB. MV 
Appy eb o. Ellenn'a lAdy. 

JACKFOh dtat wen, D9J7DJ7 Berried 
lotvianL 

PLAlCMOTi CS7.ia OUADFOR n 1 ja 

neivcaetle 

torn (lm Sydeb i. 
klAVIto J Fremlno (11-6); to : 


1(16-1): to 9 


iUhr(12-1). 


6-a lav Sanderting, 7 ran3, M. (M JahngRw) 
Tote; C1.B0:G2J0.DJD.DMF:E27ja CSF: 
C2Q.1B. 

torn (81): 1. CAimieL pabk, k Dartey 
(6-1 1 tav); toEMrley Net (16-6); to BoOeef 
Hnrta (10-1). a ran 2, S g Berry) TM: 
D JO; El.10, n.lS Dual F. Cl JD.C5F:CU2. 
SdO (Sf): 1, TDM TUN, T WllUama (14-1). 
to CtEnWStr (0-1 law); a, BKka 114-1); 4, 
IMeTeTnpe (20-1)20 ran 1. 1)1, i. |4dM 
J erase) Tele: C2D.D0; C2.90. 0.00. 
D40JS4a DM F- 028.80. CSF: £»4JB. 
Trlea«' 0.167 J4. 

S.W (Sm 16yEB)l to TARAaHAAM, G 
DultleM (e-ID to Ghra An Mdi (6<1). to 
QenereuaWwre (100-30 lav). IQ ran6, SM. 
(Sir klaifcPrasMBI Tote: £4 JO; O.TaCl.CQ. 
Cl JO DM F: E17J0. CSF; E33J8 TrlCWt 
OOB.79. 

•4.SO (injito nUMto K Dartey (100-60): 

to AAMHIm (B-a lav): to Anrane 
000-301. 12 ran Hd. 4. (B wiwama) TM 
£3. BO; £1 .10, 0.70, 0.TU DM F; aaa CSP 
OOAO. 

E-EO ( Ira •8Ea» 1, BAIttn B*. 

CHUmu weaver (74 lav):toKMuMAeli 
( 10 - 1 ), to Mblrta AeeaaWip ( 8 - 1 ); to 
*" e*adi ( 10 - 1 ) 10 ran X. 6 , 1 , (WTinU^ 
Tim C4A0. o .40, CSJO, G2J0, 

C17J0. CSF; t39.aa TibaaV G8B6.1T MV 
FreBBAnt Dreans, ThoKhed. 
MAeoeweojD. 
oiiADPoncaja 
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Football 


Premiership: Nottingham Forest 0 Everton 2 

Ferguson’s double 
delights Everton 


TraworHaq^otl 


W ALTER SMITH. 

who won an the 
big prizes in an 
era of unprece- 
dented success with Rangers, 
tasted his first triumph in 
Bngiish football last night 
when liis fhOow Scot Duncan 
Ferguson, who shared some 
of the Ibroz silverware but 
who Is now rumoured to have 
a short Goodison future, 
scored twice at the City 
Ground. They were the first 
goals from any Everton 
player *hi« season. 

Forest were a major dis^ 
pointment for a side who har- 
boured hopes before the start 
of the game that they would 
become the new lead^ of the 
Premiership. 

They persisted with just a 
single striker until Ferguson 
broke the deadlock in the 
72nd minute. His. superbly 
struck second, 12 minntp* 
later, rendered Dave Bassett’s 
h^ted tactical change, a fu- 
tile gesture. 

At least Everton have gone 
back to a more cultured ap- 
proach under their new man- 
ager which can only be to the 
liking of those Merseysiders 
who have gr ow n tired of a 
reliance in recent seasons on 
mundane midfielders who 
can tackle and bite but 
struggle when it comes to the 
art ofps^i^ the balL 
In Olivier Dacourt and 
John Collins they possess two 
central 'midfielders who, 
while outnumbered by their 
opponents last night, never- 


theless retained the compo- 
sure and vision to put Forest 
nnder pressure. In their first 
serious advance Dacourt 
nicely weighted his throi^ 
pass to send Michael Ban in 
on goal but the finiab lacked 
both quality and power. 

As the lone attacker in a 
home side Jean Claude Dar- 
cbeviDe was set a mlgh^ 
challenge to show that he is 
the natural successor to 
Pierre van Hooijdonk. It was 
a strange tactic given Evep 
ton’s limited success so ' for 
this seascMi but it bad worked 
for them against Southamp- 
ton when DarchevUIe had 
scored his first goal for the 
dub be has joined on loan 
until the end of the season. 
And at least now the midfield 
area was refreshed with 
younger willing to give 
him the support he so desper- 
ately needs. 

In for their debut appear- 
ances came Bassett’s recent 
signins^ Nigel Quash ie and 
Andy Gray and the latter’s 
readiness to try and take on 
his mar ker and find SOme 
space was a sporadic feature 
of a first half which produced 
precious few chances. 

Darcheville responded to 
Ball’s early attempt ^th a 
diarp. instinctive shot that 
rose too high but Everton just 
held the upper hand and had 
the ball in net In the 24th 
minute through Fei^usoo. 

However,, in gathering Fer- 
gus’s initial header and 
gui ding the twii back to him, 
Nick Barmby used his hands 
and was ri ghtl y panaligad. 

Ferguson came close when 


he spotted that Dave Beasant 
strayed from his line. As 
the half petered out, Thomas 
Mybre was almost embar- 
rassed when Quashie, who 
clearly needs time to come to 
terms with the pace of file 
Premiership, drove one in 
from 25 yards. 

Forest declined the oppor- 
tunity to make a change and 
their shortcomings were em- 
phasised again when Darche- 
ville. ihankg to a fortuitous 
rebound, was given the 
chance to stretch the Everton 
rearguard, but nothing came 
from a promising opening. 

The visitors continued to 
look comfortable and drew 
more encouragement as For- 
est became increasingly rag- 
ged with their distribution. 

Their discipline was waver- 
ing as well and when Quashie 
was drawn into an impetuous 
foul. Everton took gleeful ad- 
vantage by transferring play 
quickly to the for a move 
which saw fhotw go in front. 

Ball was the instigator and 
when he flighted over his 
cross Ferguson was there 
ahead of Steve Chettle to nod 
the ball home. 

• Birmingham’s hard-work- 
ing performance at St An- 
drew's last night brought its 
reward as grate by Chris 
Marsden and Bryan Hughes 
defeated Stoc^iort County to 
t^e the Midlands dub to the 
top of the First Division. 


■ r oi'— I Beaniit; 

Sanaliir, Cncaic, ArimiroAg. Rogers; 
Slone. JoRneon. OuesMo. Thomn, Grafr. 
OeMhewllle. 

(SS-qi Mytwe; CMend, Wetsen, 
Msterseal, Unsworih, Bell; Hutehiaon. 
Oeeourt CoBlna; Bermbf. Fargusoa 
nuioM R Harm (O<eord). 




Beaten by a head . . . Everton*s Don Hntduson onijmnpa Andy Gray of Forest last ai^t 


PHOTOORRPHrSHMMUUIILIIU. 


nrst Division 

Sunderland 1 Bristol City 1 

Sunderland lose 
grip on top spot 


HDcliaei WaOcer 


A STUNNING 89th-mlnute 
goal from Bristol City’s 
Danish intemational 
striker Soren Andersen de- 
prived Sunderland of a fourth 
consecutive home win last 
ni^t plus, of greater impor- 
tance. their leadership of tbe 
table. 

Andersen, tirtio had been on 
the pitch only 20 minutes, 
spun on to a loose ban on tbe 
edge of the 18-yard area to 
crack an unstoppable shot 
past his compatriot ’Thomas 
Sorensen. 

Bristol City had arrived 
with the worst defensive re- 
cord la the divisifla — 13 
goals conceded in their six 
’games — and, in retreating 
deep into their own half 
straight from the kick-afi; 
they obviously fearkl tbai 
total would be added to. They 
were not wrong. 

Sunderland needed no 
second invitation to push foi^ 
ward and 13 minutes of domi- 
nation ended when Keith 
Welch, under Insignificant 
pressure from Danlele Dichlo, 
dropped a Darren Williams 
cross. Sadly for the goal- 
keeper tbe ball fell to Ph&ips 
who spanl^ a splendid half- 
volley high Into the un- 
guarded net 

Phillips had struck with his 
suppos^y weaker left foot 
and seven minutes later he 
struck with his r^t But, 


from 18 yards, tbig Hm<» he hit 
the crossbar. 

With City constantly on the 
back fbotand their fans chant- 
ing ‘’We’re only losing 1-0”, 
Sean Dyche hrou^t down Dl- 
-ehio in the 25th minute but. 
with his ri^t foot again, PhO- 
lips saw Welch atone for his 
error by maWng a fine ppnaity 
save to his ri{^L 

Yet after Welch had made 
another excellent save, again 
from Phillips after be had 
robbed Julian Watts. Sunder- 
land’s imagination b^an to 
fade in tbe llace of Ci^s 10- 
man defence. Tbe visitors 
even foshioned a half-chance 
through their neat midfielder 
Matthew Hewlett 

Fifteen tedious minutes 
into the second half the same 
Bristol player put a looping 
header over the Sunderland 
bar and though Sorensen had 
still not been forced into any 
serious action. City were 
showing traces of self-belieC. 

It increased with the 
arrival of Andersen as Sun- 
derland, with another large 
home crowd becoming impa- 
tient were faking an age to 
rouse themselves. Once they 
did, however, it was only the 
legs of Welch, once again de- 
nying Phillips, that kept the 
score at 1-0. 

•■idwtaad (4-4-S): SoranMn; WIIHwiW. 
Bu(l«r, Malvill*. Qr«y; 8umm«rbae. 
Muuin. Bidi. .Jgnmaiv miupa. oicNp. 
Brtrtal Ctty Wsteh: Garay, oyefie, 

wua (Andersen. 6S). Bell: LacAe. OoHerty, 
Hewlea Tlnirion (Qoodrl^. 60): Murray, 
AMnblyl 

D Pugh (MRrrelV 


Bottoms up for Ramsbottom 


R AMSBOTTOM United, 
of tbe North Wratern 
Trains First Division, went 
through to the next stage of 
the FA Cop last ni^t when 
they won 2-1 at Maine Road 
in thdr preUnunary-romid 
replay. 

The team the Guardian 
are following throoi^ thia 
year’s competition had 
drawn 0-0 at home on 8at- 
nrday, bnt their temporary 
dron^t was ended in the 
25th minute when Steve Or- 
rell put them ahead. 


Maine Road had a golden 
chance to equalise in the 
Slst minute when they 
were awarded a penalty, 
bnt their captain Gordon 
Woods could only wateb in 
anguish as Stuart Beeps 
saved his spot-kick. 

In the 75th minute *ha vis- 
itors went two up throoifo 
Russell Brierlqy awi, al- 
tboo^ Uvlngston Tirnmrk 
palled a goal bade, Rans- 
bottom were safely through 
to meet Shildon away in the 
first qualifying round. 
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Port Vale 2 Wolverhampton Wanderers 1 I Gullit removes I Scottish League Cup, quarter-final 


Naylor strikes 
to upset Wolves 


D«rA Potter 


T hough the ink was 
hardy diy. Port Vale 
tore ftiniugh the pages 
of'the form book with a clas- 
sic upset last night 
Wolves’ first ddeat after 
four wins aod a draw seemed 
nnllkdy against a side with a 
dreadftkl home record. Six 
succesd've defeats at Vate 
Park had equalled their worst 
run. 

Vale’s first success 
rewarded a doteimined de- 
fence, and Gareth Ainsworth 
foiled to add to tbe nightmare 
for Wolves by missing the 
best chance of the match 
eight minutes from the end. 

“We are looking very low in 
oanfidenoe and belief,” Vale’s 
manager John Rudge had said 
before the match. It was not 
evident once it started. 

Maybe it was the rd^ree 
John Kirkby sending Stuart 
Talbot off to chaniB out of a 
pair of red cycling shorts 
which upset the concentra- 
tion of the Wolves defenders. 
They back-pedalled and Peter 
Beadle drove forward to beat 
Mike Stowell with a low shot' 
just inside an upright from al- 
most 20 yards in the 14th 
minute. 

It was Beadle's first goal for 
the dub and the first in the 


ipa giiR by his faam in.4TQ min- 
utes. It was not one to please 
the goalkeeper. 

Steve Bull and Steve Frog- 
gatt powered throu^ but 
were unable to equalise be- 
fore a corner by Ian Bogie 
troubled the Wolves defence. 
Thankfully for thpm the rd- 
eree had whistled for a foul 
some time before Bradle's 
header crossed the line. 

Stowell needed a second 
grab at a shot ty Beadle to 
prevent a ' second and 
seconds later Paul Mussel- 
white. -the Port Vale goal- 
keeper. hesitated and Robbie 
Keane missed tbe chance. 

He was to regret that when 
Vale scored a dassic goal on 
tbe break after 57 minutes. 
Tony Naylor made the run- 
ning and guided the bail past 
Stowell after the goallmeper 
had saved the initial shot by 
Rogler Roonles. 

David Connolly saw a fierce 
shot flicked away by Mussel- 
white before Keane had his 
revenge after 67 minutes. 
Musselwhite dashed out to a 
misjudged back pass by B(^e 
and the Irishman rolled the 
ban into a vacant net 

Port iMo (44.3)1 HuaatfoMH: WoMi. 
Barncit, 8«cal«y. Tanhara; Talbai 
(Kaordaa, SS^In), Alnawortli, Sogia. 
O'Callaglian; Naylor. 8oadl& 

Walwaa |S4«)i Stowan; Muacal Curie. 
SaOgely, HicharOa. Naylor; Gemea. 
OatMrn. FroggA Bull, Kara. 
fl aw aw J A Kirby (ShafllalO). 


Shearer from 
the firing-line 


JohnWardle 


R uud GDLLIT yesterday 
qttashed talk dt a rift 
with tbe £15 million New- 
castle United striker Alan 
Shearer, saying: “There are 
always people who try to 
create a divide when there 
is nothing there.** 

In bis first press confer^ 
ence since taking over as 
Newcastle manager, Gullit 
defended the En^and cap- 
tain’s lean goalscoring re- 
cord this season and 
blamed poor service ficom 
the rest of tbe team for tbe 
fact that he had yet to hit 
the back of the net for bis 
ciub. 

‘’Alan Shearer is one of 
the best strikers around, of 
course he is. He is of 
the future of this ciub.” 
Gullit said. ‘’But he is like 
the cannons of Navarone. 
Amnmnltion must be given 
to him by other people, be 
can’t doit by himself.’' 

The manager, who has al- 
ready shaken things up by 
comparing the club to a 
“nice watch that doesn’t 
woik”, was preparing bis 
players for the match at 
second-placed Aston Villa 
tonight, a game that offi- 
cially marks file beginning 
of hisreigZL 

Bis team is certain to 
show changes from the side 
picked for him by his 
coaching staff that lost 4-1 
to Liverpool 10 days ago. 


St Johnstone 4 Hibernian 0 

Dream start for Clark as 
Hibs humbled by Lowndes 


Patrick Qtem 


H ibernian, once 

regarded as a force in the 
Scottish game, reached a new 
level (jT embarrassment with 
a rj»ajgno Cup quarterfinal 
perfonnance which brought 
ah uproar of derision from 
the visiting support 
Nathan Lowndes was a 
happy WngitQhman abroad, 
scoring a first-half double 
which hdped to t^ the story 
of St Johnstone's glaring 
superiority. 

Sandy C^k. installed as St 
Johnstone manager in succes- 
sion to Paul Stnrrock only on 
Monday, must have felt he 
had landed tbe best Job in 
football when his team took a 
three-goal lead and secured 
their place in the semi-finals 
long before half-time. 

Clark is astute enough to 
realise, however, that his new 
charges will not enjoy tbe Imc- 
ury of meeting opponents as 
meek and malleable as Hibs 
every week. 

Tbe Edinburgh side, rele- 
nted from tbe Premier Div- 
ision last season, not only 
looked like a Firat Divlsloia 
side but one from tbe middle- 
to-lower order. Bereft in 
every depertmeot, they were 
simply tom apart. 

Lowndes scored the first of 
his goals when he drove the 
loose ball home after OUi 


Gottskalksson had parried 
Gerard McMahon’s long- 
range drive. - 

McMahon blrnsrif was next 
up. taking a precise through- 
ball from George O'Btvle and, 
without breaking stride, roll- 
ing it away from the tedandic 
goalkeeper. 

Lowndes’s second came 
from a wunderfol pass out ol 
Affpne» from Paul Kane, allow- 
ing him to go clear on the 
ri ^t, cut taatk inside Michael 
Ruxwick and curl a Mt-foot 
shot into die for corner. 

Desperately seeking a glim- 
mer of encouragement, the 
Hibs manager Alex McLelsh 
at least saw his side contrive 
their first shot at goal after 53 
minutes when Pat McGinlay 
clipped John Huifoes’s cut- 
back over tbe bar. 

But tbe fourth goal foUoa'ed 
within four minutes, returnr 
ing McLelsh to tbe gloom. A 
chip from Lowndes in mid- 
field cleared Hibs’ square de- 
fence and allowed John 
O’Neil a clear run into the 
area, from where be stabbed 
the ball over Gottskalksson 
and Into an untended net 

Hibs have bad some bad 
ni^ts in recent years, but 
this may have been the nadir. 

« JalMtan (44-3) Mala McQuillan. 
KarABBtan, DO0I. Bollaa Kane. Dasovlc. 
O'Neil. McMalwn; O’Boyle. Lowndes. 
Hlbernioa |4-4-2): Gottsfealkasen: 
Renwldi. Hughoa. Dennto. EWoc GiqbI. 
HoUegrevo. MeOniay. Reugler. LonO. 
Craadord. 

W Young (ClailaDn). 


Mar k TaPontira 

,I,ACKBURN have tell 
Lout Tim Sherwood from 

^their sqund for tiwilghfs 

match at Tottenhum and 
accused ^urs of *\lcstubllls- 
ing” their captiln and his 
club. 

•Tottenham Hotspur’s in- 
terest is unwanUti — un- 
wanted by us, that is — aod- 
they have been tukl twice, 
both verbally and in wTiting. 
that be Is iKA for sale,” said 
Roy Hodgson, the Blackburn 
manager. 'The player's agent 
continues to make noises that 
have unsettted the pin,ver an 
much. I will not risk tbe 
charge that 1 play a pla>’er 
whose heart and bead i.s not 
with the club." 

Roii’ers have been riled by 
Spurs’ concerted eFTorts to 
sign the 29-ycar-uld mid- 
fielder. who arrived from 
Norwich for £500,000 six years 
ago. Last week they turned 
down Spurs’ bidsof £3 million 
and £-1 million for him. 

Hod^ton added that Sher- 
wood signed a new fouryear 
contract only sv\^*n tuuntbs 
ago and he had Intended to 
bufid a team around, hhn. 

Spurs’ caretaker muuager 
David Pleat yesterday reitcr 
ated the club's intention to 
s’ign the Blackburn captain. 

”1 will he wry surprised if 
there is no transfer activity 
here no matter how tempo- 
rary I may be,” he said. "We 
have not taken no for an 
answer on Sherwood, and 
that may bo cnncliidt*d. We 
haven’t got a natural holding 
midfielder at this club and he 
fits the bill.” 

Derby are hoping to com* 
plete the signing of Hiberni- 
an’s Scotland Under-21 for- 
w^ Kevin Har^r, 23. for an 
appearance-1 inked fee which 
could rl^ to £S0bJX)0. On trial 
Last week he Impressed 
Derby’s manager Jim Smith. - 
who said: “He'll give us a rtil- 
ferent option, if 1 need it. of 
playing a winger in a differ- 
ent s>'stem.“ 

Sheffield United >'esterday 
completed the signing of 
And}' Go ram on a two-aumth 
contract and pitched him into 
the team for last night's visit 
of Grimsby. 

The 34-yearold goalkeeper, 
a free agent who turned out 
for Notts County on Saturday, 
is hoping the move will help 
him find a permanent dub 
after be walked out of Scot- 
land's World Cup squad and 
left Rangers in the summer. 

“He is still a top-class goal- 
keeper who just needs a 
break,” said Steve Bruce, Un- 
ited’s player-manager. 

Jupp Heynckes, Real Ma- 
drid's European Cup-W'inning 
manager, yesterday turned 
down tbe chance to become 
Germany bead coach in place 
of Berti Vogts, who resign^ 
on Monday. "Unfortunately 1 
had to refuse an offer to train 
the national team for per- 
sonal reasons.” said 
Heynckes, whose wife was ad- 
mitted to hospital this week. 

Coventry City are set to . 
cash in on the forward Simon 
Haworth by s elling him to 
Brentford for £60(MXI0, double 
what they paid Cardiff City 
for him 18 months back. 


Results 


Football 

fa CARLJNG PREMIERSHIP 

IQO 
a.697 


(1)9 
Marahall sa («g) 
Harta sa. wqrtwdBe 
Ho«bn Ftaraol (0) O 
25.B10 


Farguaan T^H 


NATMNWBIE 

FMDMaion 

II) 


LRAGUE 


VWdB 

is,a» 


1(019 
MaratiailW 


Maiwten 16 
Hughoa 07 
•aqr<2)9 
PraewSS 
orjMlaM 

4.977 


0)9 


eallanry 80 

lOlO 
16.48 


Md!ou^Un^ tfien] 
4.310 

(01 1 

H 


(S)a 

Stowarl 81 
Ainaon 41 

(1)9 
SCONOVR 82.03 
Venua 06 

KD* 

Baacfla 14 
Naylor 50 
( 0)0 

0.070 

! UW (0) 3 
Marfcar57.eB 
McDermatt n (og) 
12.93 

Phllllpa^?^ ' 
34.111 

9rara (1) S 
Hyrm 40 
KllbaneBO 
16,700 

Second DMsIor 

( 0 ) 1 
n76 


(01 e 

9.811 


C(0)0 

11.630 


( 0)1 
KoanoBT 
e-m7 


( 0)0 


. 11)9 
Loner a 
Burnett 71 


G(0) 1 
Anderaen W 



1(819 
Ouanfau g ewn 19 
BUka 9 
Oardnar 88 


( 0)0 

3J49 


( 0)0 


ma 

Smith 8 (p«n), SB 
4.807 

CHy{1)2 

Aiaop2S 

DMm64 


( 0)0 


)( 0)0 
1Z095 

Norfhamptai (1) a 

HuMer 17 
Caraan S4 
Specking 81 

ilQl 
nelchar4S 


Lmiojonn ii 
5.401 

WolnB (1) 8 
nunnwM 24 
wrack 48 (pen) 
xow 


1(0)9 
Barday 56 
wood 06 (pen) 
V«ffc(2)a 
Cr«HweiM.22 

nnMw 94 


( 01.1 

11*9 




. (119 
Furrasler 91. 74 
Logon 96 
3.431 

Sumnna (0) o 
aeo 

'tmwmw (0) 9 

Hin 71 
PartttdgeT, 

MocFttHone 73 

SCOTTISH LEAfiUE CUP 
Quvterflnal 

LownOM II, e ^36 

KleMahon94 

O'Neil S7 

IDHraHlr H*^ Bamw 2 Moracanoe 1: 
Dover 1 Rushden & D’monai 1; Keaerlng 0 
ChattarCiaffl Z Welling 1 Voovll 2 lOno- 
sMnian 1 Slmranooe 0. 

OP uMlSfe Banger C 0 Con- 
nalTa Owey £ S«ry Tn 0 Alan LMo 2; 
Holywell 4 Conwy 3; Newtown 1 Caarw- 
lenTn I. 

oBauw taaouw! MSV Ounburg i tsv 
1690 Munch 1; V)B Stuttgart 4 Kataersiau- 
rarn 0; VO. eochum 2 Warder Breimn 0; 
Borueai* MoondwigliiOhadi 1 Eintrafitn 
FranHurt 1: V1L WdllO&urg 1 SC FroiOurg 1 
DUTCH LEMSUa Feyanooid 6 Creala. 
chop DooOntfiam 0: RKC Waatwjk 9 PSV 
4: Hao ra nveen 2 Willem II TIRurg 2. 


Rugby Union 


erBLBH WmOHAL-UAeUfc PyiMWw 

Aberavon 6 Ebbw Vale 29. 


GoU 

BU n OWBAH «BMBI 03 aBBII (QB un- 
loae atotod): 1. L W ea iw eed E603AI6: S. D 


ClarKe £^.047;. 3.- C Honigoraarle 
G466.017: *. P smand (Son) £443. 107: S. T 
Bfom (Doni E«80.3ie 9. E Eto (SA) 
086,799; 7, J M OlKObal (Sp) £375283: 9, 
M Gronbvg (9we; C311,438( 9. M A Jlme- 
nor (Spl E3B6.77D; TO. 5 Leianer (Aue) 
£779.689. 

wremn H AH CT WB (US unloaa StainO: 
1.T Woo* If 66pto av; 2, M O'Mewra 
laiT; X O Duval T(L09; 4. E Ba (SA) 10JI6; 
5. D Leva (D 981; 6. N Price (Dm) BM 7. C 
Montgomerie |GQ 8X2; 6. P MKMeeon 
608: 9, L Weetiiaod (OB) 687; ID. V 8lr«h 
^11 606. 

Tennis 

US oeai (Ruerang Msadonw. NY); awe 
rw e nu mi a P t— I|ni (U8)WM8a- 
6n 6-4, '6-6 6-2; r riilmiieairn 
(Bwe) M T KMaMls* {Real 3-6 6-6 6-3. 
7-6 J -eiHfiMa (Swe) M J Wemeri/* 
INodtj 9-6 2-6 e-2. 6-e. 

Womme P eraBi ra»6 A Pnafeir ISA) 
bt c toanmai (Sp) e-4. 4-6 9-6 v WB- 
Bm« (US) M M Plarw (Ft) VI. 7-6; L 
Oaiiam t (US) H N TaiBltf (Fr) 6-1. e-4, 
A BomIm Vl cml i (Sp) M A Kownlhora 
(Rue) 7-6. 6.6 maid DoiMhv TlnmUi 
Ai* L aapmeirt/W (MvoAh (US) bl P 
TvaWnVD Jotmeon IVbAIB) 6-6 B-2. 
SCOTTISH CHAMPIOHSHIPB (Edin- 
burgh): notroHAIIefwKnpgtlBtoe) 
M L MllUgan (MWAU 6-3. 6-ft C Aafbw 
(Ft) bt A Parmar IHsrta) 6-1. B-l: O Devin 
(Auef bt E Ran Iter) 6-2. 6-E 
WmsM A Ptoau (Rom) bt N Payne (N oi 
Scooand) 7-6 6-4; D OMttM (Cc) M A 
Nomnarv (NeVll 6-3. 6-4; B Tiaaitnl 
(Fr) H L Woodrotte (6«vreir) 6-1. 6-3; A 
B ell a B m i e W I (IQ bt P HanMOB |Sp) 6-6- 
1-6 0-4 

Baseball 

■aW)r*ll LBACU6 Toronto 15 Clnvn- 
tond i: Taae 6 hIniweU 0; Beaton 4 NV 
Yanksa 3: CMUgd WS 7 Debo>t& SBtito 
11 aaramervl. 

HAT10MAL tOACUa PKMurrt 3 Mll- 
waukdB 6 NY Mas 8 AUma 7; s LeuD 3 
ctueage Cube 2 Cehirade i5 Ftorfoa lO; 
Houesm 1 CinannaU 0; AiBona 4 L08 An- 
getei 2; Son Dtoge 4 Ban FronCoco 6 


Cycling 


TOUR 08 S8AD6 8aw«i atova IMalaga 

to argnadE iTXSton); I, F GUtt (H) Ftoiti 
4hr Trmln 22soc; 2. Q Londurtf (N) Talo- 
hom; 6 J BUjlevene (Nan) TVM; 4. M Wbec 
(Ger) Feibna, 6 A Eoo I6p) K«me-Caa» 
Bianba. 6 a Bertoirni (ti) coftOto all 


6m6 OitoeW 1, Guldl tShr 34mln STsed. 
6 L Jalabort |Pr)Onc«4eui»Gha Bank si 
aee; X M riatg (Swlbr) PoM Bwtoa 6: 4, P 
Qaumam (Ft) cen«a t 2; 6 a F>suarae (K| 
Uapel IX 6 M Maurt (Sp) OnevOeuttehe 
BffiW 18 

American Football 

Hnj Dernmr 27 Hew England 21. 

Rowing 

iirafU CHAMPtOHSWPS (Cotognov 
Mm BMsM aoMtoi OHBOers for aeniM 
Rnatns HaM fi 1. J Keren (US) 7tnin 
le.akec; t A Rwnheidi (Lot) rjtijtx 
Hou M 1. G Saarto (G8) 728.43; 2. G 
YuLun iCWrta) 7X1 A Moat 9i 1. F BakkM 
(MrI 7.16rX X A WUma (Get) 7.17X0 
Hc« * 1. A Ibrihiin Alt (Egypt) 7J3 71; 2. 
G CaMbnse Ihi 7.2842 ~ ' ' 


1i 1. 

Italy 631 DK 2. Belgium 6 J3J7. Htott C: 1. 
Norway 6.31.40; 2. Hungary 633.62. HM 
911 . U8 6JSJ7I ; 2. Cs Rep BJ666 HeM 4* 
1. Brt tolw638jfe2^iw ralla 64X;^cw^ 

Newt 4i 1, Franoto 2, Hun0ory F.DEJB. 
HmsSiI. U0iUBNto2.CrMD6llaaiasl. 
Canada 6X636; 6 SOuttt Aliica 7X822. 
Heoa 0 ^1. Brtialn 6 4 676 X AgabaBe 

Hart 1i 1. Germany 72084; 2. US 728.13. 
Hart M 1. Qraaea 72328; 2, AigatiBna 
72427.iiaii»BHimrtiBnii ei Girt 
Bora far amlBnoim Hm* 1; 1, G CosM 
(SA) 728.12; X C DovMaen (Can) 7.3826 
Hart M 1. V Mymeree (Qr) 72923; 2, T 
Sclunldi (Gorl 72326 Hart 9i 1. F Dutour 
(FT) 724.76 2. R LutooMn (EdO 72427. 
Hart 4f 1. L Podatupka (Slovak) 72066 X 
J (Sodoy (CMIo) 7.4227. Hart M 1. 8 Lynctl 
(Ira) T282V, 2. T Kubb UaptoO T2E46 
Hart at 1. p HaMng (0^.3676' 2. R 
ttotoaiAkia Qjih) 74b26UMrtwrteW 

6.0226 X ItoJy 6 03.94; X 'Spain 626.76 4. 
* Til I iTiiiiii ff TTin riiilBaafernmnato 


:1i.1.P0land 


614.16 2, U8 6.1617; X OvaOe 617.16. 
Hart Si 1. Remonii 60827; 2. 

61067: X BalarUB 61696 Hm 8i 1. 
Fronee 60827; X Oaroiany6112r,6 LMi- 
uinlB 61326 

W— lewi lliMwalHlit otnel* a o rtl o i 
OrtOBw a for aae»IMK Mart 1i 1, M 

Ramaw (Hun) 9min 3l22eee 6 P Krtan- 
m (Ca) 62E47. Hart K 1, M LsUeO 
Burt (Dun) 63426 X C Ahronoi (Ger) 
64622. Hart M 1. 8 KHdoa (LW 69616 & 

R Deyla pra) 644.56 Hm 4 « 1, B Lunjy 
(F<1 927.77: 6 F Ng (HK1 04604. 


Hart 1l 1. R Napeova (Bui) 61726 X 8 
Seown (NZ) 62026 3. C Ofomond (SA) 
02664. Hoot rt 1, M Brandin (8wo) 
606.16 X O Deugloa (Aua) 91226 6 A 
Tomezak (Pot) 6i6<e. Hart •) 1, o Baaao 
(38) 72926; 2. E Spinalto (R) 60627: 3. C 
Sareto (Fr) 60675. DaoMa opHtoi ~ T 
aoalm 1, LHhuarria 7.1720; 


X tkinpary 7.1926 3. Belorua 720.78. 
c a to aae ptei D aaB B w i terf l oR h IIm I 
1: I, Ruaala 72328: 2. Brlisin 72424. 
ItaK fa 1. Romania 72626 X Dannwrk 
728. 8 3. rittfaia fomi OmMotb for 
OMb 1 . BMwua 722.16 X Romania 
724.42; 3, Romanis 7j)82t; 4. Oirminy 
7 0720. 

Sailing 

470 WORUt CHAMPMMISHm HfMLB 

(Palms da Maitoraa): Mom i. 6 PnvppaTT 
Csriou (Fr) 30p(6 2, T Copl/M Msrgeq 
(Sloven) 87: X P Laskinen/K Kelnlls (Mn) 
THWiiiarti 1, R Tarsn/E Pakhtfchlk (Ulol 
S3; 2, 8 Wtod(M Ward (Dm) 86 3. 3 BeSsl 
lorou/E TaouKa (Gr) 80 


Fixtures 


(725 imlass sated) 

Football 

PA CARUNQ PB —tI BP . Alton VDls 
V Mewc Mt lw Chelaas v Araenal (8.0); 
Darby v SheN Wfsd; Leiccsior « Mlddlos- 


bmtolk UvarpoDl « Coventry; Man Uld v 
Chsrtton (60); Toasnham » Blaekbum; 
Wsat Ham v WlmWedotL 
HA T Weif ■ IMAQIlfa Wrat Dli lMim. 
Swindon v Oatont Utd. facoad DtoWem 
MlllwBli * Uncohi City; Reading v Burnley. 
TbM DhdMoM Bcsitaroiigh v Shrewa- 
bwy (7206 

I iiiiinnnrTnrntMmiiia niiiii 
Haoifa V Roes County (720). 

FA CKALIPMOB CHIP: PrrtirtlNarT 
ramrt voplayB Southall v Eynesbury 
Rvra: WBoMBlona v Potter* Bor Tn: Esif 
I sigh V Rortnal6 Roadlno Tn v Oortford. 
mUBOND lOAQUB Prmiiar Dto^ovg 
BIsnoo Auckland V (Saiaainad (720); 
Galnaboreuph v Gtriuley (720). Clirt- 
lewga Cm* Hral ramWi Brodtard PA v 
WhHIay Bay; Conglaian Tn v Belper Tn. 


Croydon r Baalngaioko Tn: Mola- 
aey w Btohopa Sttmer6 


SoMabury v Alharetona. 

D M ulaa i Wlabaeh Tn r VS Ru^ 
ARNOTT IHeuRAHCB HORTHBRN 
UAOllfa nvrt Phr la la m Blllingham 
Bymhoma w Qmaooniuoh Tn; Conaatt « 
MorpattiTn: Crook Tn v w AuBWano; Sao- 
ham RS V ChoMor La Sirmb SMIdon v 
EaBington. 

KHBNI IX Dmer LSAOUfa Prawdar 

Ttoarton Tn v Bachwoll UU. 


Laoda V stoke (2.0). , 

Ybrk V Bradtord (7.0). 

Ctasier « yngsn (2.0): HSIKax v Seun- 
Ihorpa (60): wsiaall • ChastarttaM (20). 
kmgua Cmm Grooto On*: UMdlesttroirti 
V [torlingiuii (7,0). (tooim itooc Barnsley v 
RttOierham (7.D). ew Fam: Huddaia. 
n«w V SIMP UM (72). 

AVON IHSURAHCa COHBIHATtOH: 
■raw DNMaitt Bsmei « SoudiBinpton 
(720): Portsmouth v OPR (720). P ot artwr- 
ough V Crysiil PsIBCe (72). PaiWoiiaa 
ToHonham V Norwich. 

UAOUe OF WAlOfa Carmanlian Tn v 
Atteryotoryvi (720); Rhayader Tn v Haver- 
tordwmi (7 30); TNS v Caoimm (720). 

Rugby Union 

mUH HATIOHAL LUOUfa — i Hn 
P M sIeiw Brtdgend v Pemyprldd (7.16). 
Li an a tt i v Noaih (72): Nowpan v Coeiphilly 
(72). 

Cricket 

DRITAHHie AS8UHAHOB COUMTT 
CHAMMONSHIP (four doyi; 1630): Ma- 
rtrtdo: Durttain v Sumy. ~inBrri Ols- 
mefBon v DaityshlrA rirtaittiwyi Ksm v 
SomariaL tilomrn Letoeatorahlra v 
E996IL Lnrd* m UMoeok u (Bouceeter- 
•hlra ■ mM imnpiB ni Norttismpionsnira w 
Sueees. Wa« BvMBat NeWnghaniBhlra « 
Lsneasnira. f M aaoas b a n WoKertnahlre v 
Hempsiilre. Haailbialayi Yerkshlro v 
Warwlekahlr6 

AXA UAMIfa lYart BvWga (S.06): Not. 
tifighsimtilra v Lsnsoahira 
•seoHD w ofiAwnoHAiMP (mroo 
days: 11Q): Dart g i i DarbyMre v North- 
amptonehlre. t g uU i s nfal ma HanpsMro v 
LancnhlrA Beglnalam Waiwtokrtire v 
Ydrlshlrm 


Ice Hockey 


nail (7.30). 


cuFi Ayr V Brsek- 


Sport in brief 


Commomweallh Gtomes 

A limit of 14 sports win be 
imposed on fubjxe CcEnmon- 
ooralth (tBitipr In an attampf to 
ensure the Games’ survival in 
tbe fece of gxTwixig imeina- 

tirreiT enrnppt^ty^n. A mhnhnmn 

of two and a maximum of four 
team qxRis win also be intro- 
duced as wdl as a better gaoder 
balance by increasing the pro- 
file of women’s sfports. 

In the Games which begia 
in Kuala Lumpur today, 
hockey has ovarned team cap- 
taiina that they win be held 
responsible for onfield misbe- 
haviour by their players. Ka- 
ren Brown and Bin Waugh, 
the captains of England’s 
teams, have been told that In 
extreme cases they could find 
themselves suspojded along 
with the rffending team-siate. 

Ice Hockey 

London Knights’ debut as the 
capital's first Siqierlea^ side 
has been delayed four weeks 
by refurbishment work at tbe 
London Arena. Their first 
home game wiU be on October 
89 against Nottin gham 

Cricket 

Carl Greenidge, son of the for- 
mer West Indiffl opener Gor 
don, has joined Suirey after a 
trial. The 2l-year-old fast 
bowler had a trial with Susses 
before joining the MCC 
groundstalTfor two months. 

Boxing 

Ghana's Azumah Nelson is to 
be tumoured by the World Box- 
ing CouneU as the greatest 
professional fighter Africa has 
produced. Nels^ a former 
holder of the world ffother- 
weight and super-feather- 
weight titles. wUl receive the 
award from (he WBC president 
Jose Sulaiman next month. 
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Cycling 


SPORTS NEWS 15 


Anger as French evidence of widespread use of turns doping spSight on the Vour of 8pain/wiRlam Fo^ringh^ reports 

Police release Tour drug ‘confessions’ 


P ublication of tras- 

scrlpts of police inter- 
views with the Po. 
stina riders thrown 
out of this year’s Tour de 
France after drug alle gatio ns 
have dashed Spanish hopes 
that this year's Tour of ■‘gpain 
would avoid the dopi^-con- 
troversies- which dogged the 
French race in July. 

The Vndta field indudes six 
of the nine Pe sUn a riders ex- 
pelled from the Toot de Prance 
and questiaBied hy ptJipo in 
July over the seizure of a team 

car loaded with erythropoietin 
(EPO), a banned hormone 
which increases the quantity 
of red blood ceDs. 

They indude the Swiss rider 
Ales zone, who is going for his 
third consecutive win in the 
race, and fVance’s most popu- 
lar rider Richard Virenque. 

The team’s doctor Erik Rij- 
kaert remains in priscm in 
Lille, and manager Bruno 
Roussel is out on bail under 
the same charge: supidying 
banned substances for use at 
^porting events. 

In press interviews after 
the Tour de France, Zflile con- 
fessed to using Ero and so 
did his team-mate Laurent 
Dufhux. But the transcripts of 
the police Interviews reveal, 
for the first time, the details 
of how the hormone is 
and in what quantities, to 
build form for mhior events. 
A member of the inquiry 
team has confirmed that the 
interviews are authentic. 


“The biggest doses of EFO 
were taken doser anti closer 
together just before major 
races sudi as the Tour de 
France;” Dufanx told pdUee. 
*"niey were taken after some 
stage finishes in hotel rooms. 
It w as already » a d e up in a 
sSTinge brou^it to me usually 
by Dr Rifkat Afterwards a 
team hefoer would collect the 
syringe and put It in a btn 
bag.” 

The presence (tf Zdlle and 
Dnfoux in the Vneita in spite 
such testimonies empha- 
sises the lack of effective 
action in the six weeks 
the Swiss riders first con- 
fessed. Admission of drug- 
taking has the same wei^it as 
a positive test, but cycling's 
governing body, the Union 
Cycliste Internationale, ha* 
devolved responsibility for 
taking action against the 
riders on to their nattanai ted- 
erations, who stalled, request- 
ing dear guidelines from the 
UCI on how to proceed. 

Yesterday the Swiss Cy- 
cling Federation said it had 
called in the turn riders for in- 
terview on September 30, 
fiiree days after the Voelta 
finishes and (»e day before 
the nCTs deadline for a judg- 
ment on the afibir. 

The French federation, 
which has to deal with the 
case of the world ebampkm 
lanrent Brochard and two of 
his Festina edie^es, Cfaris- 
tophe Moreau and Didier 
Rous, has said it has been un- 


able to do so because the 
pdiee have-not made the 
transcripts available. 

VirenQue haa maintained 
his innocence, ^iTwing Igno- 
lance even according 
to his edteagoes, EPO was 
taken widely in the 2S«tFong 
team, and in spite of the foct 

that hi* w inning s fr nm the 

Tour de fTanoe went into a 
flmd used in part to pay for 
the drugs. "I obviously cannot 
be tertain that Dr Rfikaert did 

not a^ItTiftilatar dopiug pfOd- 
ucts to me without my knowl- 
edge,” he told police. 


The Vuelta has been rocked 
by file’s asaeition in foe 
transcripts that EPO was also 
widely used at one d' Spain’s 
top teams. Once, for whom 
used to Tide and who include 
the wotid No. 1 and Vuelta 
fkvonrite Launot JalaberL 
The team manager Maoolo 
Sals said yesterday: "Anyone 
irtio gets a Snger stock up 
their arse at Sam In a pc^ice 
station will say anything. 
Zflile was not do^ at Onee.“ 
And Zflile said: was only 

because of police pressure 
that! said I bad taken EPO.” 


The Spanish regard the 
French pblke’s bivestigations 

into dn^taklng cm the Tour 
as an ohwarranted intrusion 
and see the publication of foe 
transcripts as the French 
mounting an attack on their 
national institution. 

“Why September 7? Why in 
the of the Tour of 

Spain?” said an editorial yes- 
terday in the sports daily 
Marca. “Someone, in France 
has it in for Festina and foe 
Vuelta. and because Once 
have given them a hand they 
have H in for them, too.'* 


The controversy has spread 
to the Commonwealth Games, 
where members of foe Aus- 
tralian camp expressed con- 
cern over the inclusion of one 
of the Festina cydists, NeU 
Stephens, In their team for 
the road races this weekend. 
Stephens, a stage winner in 
foe 1997 Tour, has adxnltted 
he may have been giv^ EPO 
without his knowledge, think- 
ing it was a vitamin injection. 

“I question whether foe 
other cyclists will be comfort- 
aide racing against h™ And 
I also question the wisdom of 


the Commonwealth Games 
allowing him to race,” said 
Austr^ia’s International 
Olympic Committee member 
PhR Coles. 

Don Stockins. foe .Austra- 
lian chef de mission at the 
Games, admitted that there 
was “a certain amount of dis- 
comfort" at Stephens's inclu- 
sion. “Certain members of the 
team felt uncomfortable.” 

Stephens was defended by 
Cycling Australia’s prasident 
Ray Godkin. “The matter is 
out of Neil’s hands. It Is be- 
tween the Australian federa- 


tion and the uxirld Governing 
body what happens, and it will 
be dariCed on October l.’’ 

• The French eovemment has 
set up a working group ofleacl- 
Ing figures from sports medi- 
cine, law and sodology to tw»ip 
damp doivn on the use of ille- 
gal substances in sport. The 
group will make a preliminar>’ 
report in mid-October. 

• The Italian Fabri^ Gutdi 
won the i73.Scm fourth stage 
of the Tour of Spain, from Ma- 
laga to Granad.*!. taking over 
the race lo.'id from the Frendt- 
man L'lurent Jalobert 



1 think EPO can be found in ail major teams’ 


Zone. . . oser for fimr years 


O N THE night of July 
28 in the Lyon police 
station, Alex ZiUle 
was questioned as a witness 
along with the other Fe- 
stina riders tn the case 
against foeir team manager 
Bruno Roussel and the 
team doctor Erik Rijkaert 
There are unlikely to be 
criin.1n e l proce«lmg 
the riders because the 
French law on banned drugs 
at spurting events relates to 
transport and supply of 
dmgs, not ttieir use. 

”1 have used SPO for 
ataont foor years,” ZfiUe, a 
genial, bespectacled 30- 
year-dU Swiss who won the 
Tour of Spain in 1996 and 


1997 and was numeiMip in 
the 1995 Tour de France, 
told police. 

“The first time was when 
1 was riding for the Spanish 
Once team. I used the 
product for every im^r- 
tant race, like the Tour de 
France, the Giro d’Jtalia 
and the Tour of Spain, with 
two Ini actions of EPO 2000 
per week from three to four 
weeks before the race, and 
daring the whole of the 
race. 

the 1998 Tour, I 
began myself with 

EPO 2000 in mid-June. 
nanfin Jhnenex [a **<*»«« doc- 
tor] gave me the doses of 
EPO for the Giro at the start 


of the year. He gaveme ei^t 
doses. That was dazing a 
small race in Spain at the 
start of the season. After- 
wards, dnriiv the races, the 
team provided me with EPO. 
It was always Fernando, 
who Injected it into my arm. 
Sometimes, with Mm super- 
vising. I injected myself” 
ZfiUe repeated that he had 
used EPO while at Once, the 
team he at foe end of 
1997 to join Festina. “EPO 
was used in foe same way, 
and I can say that about 20 
riders took EPO under foe 
supervision of the doctor 
Nico Terrados ... I can't 
prove it but I thinv that 
today EPO can be found in 


all the major cycling 
teams." 

ZnUe, one of the finest 
stage racers in foe world 
^ce he wore foe yeUow 
jersey in his first Tour in 
1992, added that he had ex- 
perimented with human 
growth hormone, a natu- 
rally occurring substance 
which is held to improve 
recovery and assist in mus- 
cle regeneratlott after exei> 
rise. Ete said he had used It 
for the first time year, 
at his own request. 

“I wanted so much to win 
the Tour this year. Dr RU- 
kaert gave me a dose of 
human growth hormone 
every two days during the 


first week of the Tour, and | 
injected it myself. But I no- 
ticed that It did not hove 
foe effect I expected.’’ 

The current world cham- 
pion Laurent Brochard also 
admitted Injecting himself 
with human growth hor- 
mone os weU as ETO. and 
spoke of the pressure from 
vrithin the team to use foe 
drugs. “Ronssel put pres- 
sure on us permanently to 
get results. He never hesi- 
tated to incite us to consnU 
foe doctor and If necessary 
to use the usual stuff. Wten 
1 tried to stop using EPO. I 
asked myself if 1 would be 
able to perform at the same 
level. So 1 didn't dare stop.” 
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Arantxa puts youth in its place jAsterlsk that left a star of 

baseball in the shadows 


Stephen Bierley at 

Rushing Meadow on 
the progress of 
Spain’s ‘old lady* 

T here is a tendency to 
regard Spain’s 
Anmtza- Sanchez Vi- 
cario,-who will be 27 
this December, as one of foe 
“bid ladles" at the curreizt 
game, such has been the at- 
tentian focused on the clutcb 
at teenagers indudii^t the 
American Williams sisters 
Venus and Serena. Rusria’s 
Anna Kootulkova, and the 
worid's Na 1, Martina Hingia 
ofSwitzeiiand. 

Sanchez Vlcario has been 
around a long time, reariung 
the quarter-nnals on her 
Grand Slam debut at the 
French Open in 1987. Since 
then she has amassed a large 
fortune, numerous women’s 
tour titles, and four Orand 
Slam wl^ including this 
year's French Open when she 
defoated Mcmica Seles of foe 
United States. 

She has always had an Insa- 
tiable competitive appetite 
and at Grand Slam level this 
remains undiminlshed. In- 
deed the rise of the young- 
sters has "Mde this appetite 
even keener, for foe has 
rusented foe way foe Wil- 
liams sisters in particular 
have been dismissi've of their 
elders. 

Sanches Vlcario next plays 
Venus Williams today for a 
p la c e in foe semi-finals, hav- 
ing defeated Ifoumikova 7-^ 
6-3 in the quarter-finals 
under floodligbts. 

It was a chastened Koumi- 
kova who admitted after- 
wards that “she probably 
didn’t use the right tactics". 
The 17-yearKfld Florida-based 
Russian, who injured her 
thumb just bribre WlmhledMi 
and pulled out of that tourna- 
ment, had been harbouring 
Mgh hopes of success here in 
New York. , ^ . 

These expectations had 
been based on her success at 
this year’s Lipton Champtoi^ 
Ships in Miami, the socalM 
fifth Grand ^**^*S! 

reached the OnaL . dating 
four top-io players m foe 
cess — including Sanches Vl- 
cario in foe aemi-flmjte 

Koumikova sustained her 
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injury at Easfooume when 
she slipped duriz« her vic- 
over Steffi Graf; and she 
did not return to competitive 
action until two weeks before 
the US Open. That was not 
early enou^ after so long 
out, ftr her to mount an 
effective rhaiiAngp for the 
title,'altbcKigb tht* defeat was 
dlwq yniTitIngly anagmie. 

There were moments when 
Koumikova, who bad not lost 
to the Spaniard in their 
previous three meetings, 
found the corners of foe 
court wtfo unerring accu- 
racy. but foe never attained 
any lasting rhythm. “I foouM 
have attacked more. She just 
brings everything back so 
you have to he really 
concentrated.” 

Sanchez Vicario believes 
foe is pUc^Big foe beet tennis 
of her eaxeer, and foe is free 
of pressure, having already 
won this txOe here in 1994 
ifoen foe defeated GraC. 

“That year 1 sneaked 
throi^ the back door and to 
*nima extent the same has 
happened fois year. But 

I am a much better player this 
»imo around,” said 
Vlcario, who is tire fburtli 

Venus Williams, seeded 
five, has played the Spaniard 
twice year, loatng to her 
in the final of the Sjfoaey In- 
temational in straight sets 
but defeating her on day in 
foe figmijtTinig of the Italian 
Open 6-3. 2-6. 7-5. 

It pnanises to he an intrign- 
ing assuming that Wil- 

liams does not simi^ over- 
power Sanchez Vlcario as she 
has her previous four 
<q>p(ments. 

WilUams belierves foe could 
have CTT**fi**d at other sports. 
“But I tennis Is foe best 
because you have the oppor- 
tunity to have a large income 
awrt travel foe world. Also it’s 
the best women's sport as far 
as notoriety is coocetued.” 
No mention ot love of the 

game, please note. 

Monday’s severe storm, 
when the skies over fl ushin g 
Meadow tum^ green, set foe 
proeramme back c oa s id erar 
bly, driaying the start of Urn 
Henman's fourth-roimd 

match against Australia's 
Mark Fhilfrvodssis. But an 
early winner was Sweden’s 
Thomas JohanssriX who de- 
the llfo seed Yevgeny 
g afldnilm v 3-6,.^, fifi, 7-6. 



Suirey aim to silence sceptics 


OavidHopps 


“Ni 


0 ONE likes us, 
don’t care" could be 
_ ^ the defiant refrain 
coming from the Su rre y 
dressing-rooro over the next 
frrtni ght as they sefo to 

sood same has never been in 
Suht but they must now 
T-Mssert that they can play 

S^two, if they ^ to 

S£im their first title tor ot 
years after losing foed^^~ 
lead to 

wUb only two matches 

ego Surrey *ed^ 
41 points. After la g 
Aiding defeat by Yorisfo^ 
they now trail I^cester rid re 
^fi^ and their captain 


Adam HoUioake concedes 
fhat there win he a certain 
amount of linioicing in. foe 
foixee because of it Their 
self-assertive, belli^ereait ap- 
proach is not universally 
loved. 

“UTS true foat a lot of peopte 
don’t seen to like us,” Hot 
lywite “I think it Is be- 
cause they know'we are good. 
Manffiwwter United appear to 

get the ga™e thing in fbcfoalL" 

Although the clubs both 
have large percentages of 
London suj^enters. conman- 
of Snn^ to Manchester 
this w^ of aB meks 
fni ght be regarded u just foe 
sort of extravagant statement 
to provoke Surrey’s rivals. 

Surrey, despite two limited- 
overs trophies In the past two 
seasons, remain a dub of 
monumental nhderachieve- 
jnent. unlike United, who ac- 
tually won a Premiership or 


two before Rupert Murdoch 
sew them es a financial 
m^pMidoo. 

The 18-team champiooship 
can be a nuuideningly cosy ex- 
istence. and HoUioake's 
Surrey, as long as their con- 
duct remains witiun bounds 
at acceptability, do not auto- 
matically deserve censure for 
seeking to disturb it 

‘Zluir ability to remain, at 
the top of the championship 
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while sullying several jday- 
ers to England — unlike a 
Leicestershire side who have 
remained largely undisturbed 
also underlines foe talent 
of their squad. 

Rival counties, for all that 
will continue to foe 

Fngiand coi^ideratioQ ^ven 
to the likes cf Ally Brown. Ian 
Salisbury and Alex Tudor and 

wiU require nothing less 
than a Surrey championship 
to persuade foem that such 
rec^nltion is deserved. 

Dmham. at The Riverside, 
await Surrey today, before 
the visit of Leicestershire to 
The Oval next week. 

Leicestershire’s prospects 
overcomii^ a wfok Essex 
sme ifli-king Nasser Hussain 
at Grace Road have been 
throat ono rt by au iiqury to 
their Fn giflwd pace bowler 
Alan MuHally, who may *»lsa 
the game with a calf strain. 


I 


Unhappy return . . . Soundkova, b3u:k from Injury, loses to Sanchez Vlcario bllkosttoun 


N A national summer gamo 
of hatting, catching, and 

nm< , arampthhig qnito fnoc . 

merising is going on right 
now. Unfortunately, it is not 
going on in our national sum- 
mer game, which will soon be 
blown away with the first 
leaves of autumn. It is happen- 
ing across the Atlantic 
You may have read with 
some bemusement about 
Mark McGwire eqnaJlnig 
Roger Maris's 1961 reaxTi of 61 
home runs in a season, and 
the resritii^ excitement in 
America. Since McGwire’s 
team, foe St Louis Cardinals, 
were playi^ again early 
today UK time, be may have 
beaten it by the time you read 
fois. Anyway, be will beat it 
soon enough — unless be 

hi- paVaMg arm nr or mip^hing 

first. 

Ihe fact foat the Cardinals 
have had a rotten season and 
have DO riiBDceof quaUfying 
for foe World Series never ^ts 
amentiOD. NostatisticinBrit- 
isb sport is this potent If any- 
one ever beat Jadt Hobbs’s 197 
ceaaturles (and Graeme Hick, 
just conceivably, could) or 
Dixie Dean’s 60 goals in a sea- 
son, there would be hiss, but 
oofolng on the level foat is 

greeting McGwire right DOW. 
The President’s sex life has 
been tenmorarfly eclips^ 
Basebril, like cricket is a 
beautiful blend of team game 
and man-to-man combat But 
it doesn’t have that topmost 
layer of international compe- 
tition ttiat represents cricket 
at its best Instead, it has ele- 
vated the stats to a unique 
level of importance. 

And rhia particular stat haa 
a special mystique. The record 
belonged to Babe Ruth, who 
hit 60 in 197T. That was an 
ironclad feet learned by 
every American boy shortly 
after potty-trainh^. If Ruth 
had been surpassed by Mickey 
Mantle, his accepted heir, that 
might have been okay. 

But Maris was not consid- 
ered worthy. He was a 5^ 
Minnesota b(^. an outsider in 
the New York Yazdeees club- 
house. He was regarded as a 
joumeyman who got luricy for 
one freak se^n. Public and 
press c^lnloD turned against 

hiiTi- 

The season by then was 
sl^ifiytonger — 162 games 



against 164 — than it bad been 
in Ruth’s day. This technical- 
ity gave his enemies their 
chance. The (tommJssioner of 
Baseball (a cross between 
Lord MacLaurin and God) 
ruled foat Maris’s record 
should not really count and it 
was listed for many years 
after that with foe most fem- 
ous asterisk in America. 
Maris hated the stress, and bis 
hair fen out as his (suuer fell 
away. He died, young and in 
the shadows. 

I can only think of one 
paralld to Maris’s accursed 
glory. Id 1968 an American 
golfer called Bob Gfialby won 
the US Bdasters In bizure cir- 
cumstances. He should have 
tied with the Argentinian Ro- 
berto de Vicenzo, who blew his 
chance by signing his card 
without checking it properly. 

The card gave him one shot 
more than be bad really t2iken, 
and that bad to count Every- 
one loved Vicenzo; Goalby i4as 
dumpy, uncharismatlc and 
not very eminent. He was not 
allowed to enjoy his success 
for one second. There is such a 
thing as an unlucky winner. 

I T IS possible, though still 
not probable, that a fort- 
night hence we will be aci- 
f-iaiinin g Lancashire as 
county champions for the first 
time In 64 years. On August 28 
1934. Neville Cardus was at 
The Oval to see the last occa- 
sion on behalf of the Manriies- 
ter Guardian. 

Cardus was quite capable of 
getting 2,000 words In foe 
pa^r on a day of county 
cricket But this champion- 
ship came quietly when tte 
leg-spinner Len Parkmson 
boiried the Surrey wicket- 
keeper Ted Brooks to secure 
first-innings points, and thus 
make it certain that Sussex 
could not ovethaul them. 


Surrey followed on. There 
were showers. Then they ap- 
pealed against the light 
The great scribe was in mel- 
anchol ir rather than celebra- 
tory mood, and perhaps anx- 
ious to catch the tnun from 
Euston. He did not write much 
at alL *Tt is a pity that Old 
TralTord did not bave the op- 
portunity to cheer the champi- 
ons back to the pavilion, TTiey 
came from the field this after- 
noon in silence, but no doubt 
ever>’body was looking for bis 
umbrella. 

’Tbe season has ^me too 
quickly. Ab. that it were the 
first ofMay again and I were 
going to Worcester to see the 
Australians.’’ He seems to 
have regarded tbe champiou- 
sbip as rather routine; it was 
Lancashire’s fifth in nine 
years, and Cardus would have 
reported them all. Had he 
known we would be approach- 
ing the miUfrnnhim without 
L^cashire winning annthw- 
one, I dare say he would have 
been more fulsome — and, if 
necessary, caught a later 
train. 

T he response to this 
column’s app^ on be- 
half of Winston Davis, 
tbe paralysed West Indian fkst 
bowler, has gone from the 
heartwarming to the breath- 
taking. Guardian readers 
have now sent In more than 
£9,500 to ease Winston’s 
plight The specially adapted 
car be desperately needs to en- 
able him to leave hospital is 
beginning to look feasible. 

Winston and his wife Patri- 
cia have been thrilled and 
touched not just by foe finan- 
cial response but by the gen- 
erosity ofspirit shown in the 
messages they bave received. 
My own special fhvourite 
came from the man who 
wrote: "When I was a school- 
b(v cricketer in the early 
Eighties, Winston Davis was 
one of my Inspirations. It 
seems he still Is.” 

I won’t put the bite on read- 
ers a third time but if you do 
still want to send me a cheque 
atthe Guardian, it is not too 
late for me to pass U on. And, 
in response to many requests: 
yes, 1 will keep you in touch 
with his progress. You are 
making a difference to people’s 
lives. Thank you very much. 


Lancashire capture Mural! 


L ancashire yesterday 
confirmed the Sri 
Lanka off-spinner 
Muthlah Muralitharan as 
their overseas player for 
next season, leaving their 
f pfatii Wasim Akram in 
Umbo. 

Muralitharan, who in- 
spired Sri to their 

10-widket victory over Eng- 
land at Hie Oval last month 
by taking 16 for 220, hOS 
agreed a one-year contract. 
He will report to Old Traf- 
fbrd after next 8tnnnta'’8 
World Cap. 

The move reunites the 27- 
year-old with Dav Wha^ 
more, the Lancashire coach 
who was in charge of Sri 
Lanka's 1996 World Cop- 
winning side. 

”1 know Mnrali well and 
Pm pnrifiiimt he Will be a 
great asset to the team, and 
there is no doubt he is a 
tme match-winner,” What- 


r 


more said. “Both Michael 
Atherton and John Craw- 
ly were highly impressed 
with him dniii^ foe Oval 
Test. 

“Ton do not have to pre- 
pare wickets especially for 
Mm because of foe amoimt 
of spin he puts on the balL" 

Wasim, who said he was 
open to offers, must regret 
his decision to recommend 
Muralitharan to Lanca- 
shire for next season. 

He did so after announc- 
ing that he wanted to con- 
centrate on Pakistan’s 
preparationa for the World 
Cup. But with his tntema- 
tiohal place by no means 
guaranteed, the all-rounder 
changed his mind and 
hoped to oontlnne his 10- 
year association with 
Lancashire. 

“I wanted to stay but they 
decided on Mocall, which is 
fine by me, and if we can 




win our third trophy at the 
end of tbe season then that 
would be a dream come 
tme,” said Wasim. who has 
already led foe county to 
the NatWest Trophy and 
AXA Leagne title. 

Tbe 32-year-oid Wasim 
could return to Old Tra£- 
ford in 2000 but only if he 
does not play in En ghmd 
next se2»on. Overseas play- 
ers must sign a 
two-year contract once they 
have played for another 
county. 

“If someone wanted to 
sign me fhr neact year and 
the year 2000 then that 
would be great,” he said, 
“but I don’t want to hang 
around playing after that. 

"I believe I’d st^ mud 
fitter playing county 
cricket fbr the next two 
years than playing interna- 
tional .cricket and resting 
for six months.” 
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Thirty-year-old moves for £6. 75m 


Teesside club launch a vitriolic attack on the player who they say let them down - , 

Boro f uiy as Merson joins Villa 



Merson. . .*the past 12 months Yum been up and down* 


Midiael Walker and Peter White on 

the fall-out from the fon/iml’s march 


W ITH words such 
ss "lie’', “slur" 
and "libel'' pep* 
pering the Tees- 
side air, Paul 
Merson yesterday left Mid- 
dlesbrough fbr Aston VOla fbr 
£6.75minioa. 

A further £250,000 may be 
paid by Villa, dependent on 
Merson's appearances, mean- 
ing Middlesbrough may make 
a profit of £2,5 mdllon on a 30- 
year-old they bou^t from 
Arsenal 14 months ago. Mer^ 
son has agreed a four-year 
contract but wa» signed too 
late to mate his Villa debut 
against Newcastle toni^t 
Those details, howew, ^- 
m^ became an Irrelevance 
yesterday as Boro, in the 
shape of their manager Bryan 
Robson and chief executive 


Ketth Lamb, launched a vitri- 
olic attack on Merson and his 
^ent Steve Eutner. 

The reason for the aeri- 
mcmy was a series of state- 
ments made by Merson. di- 
rectly, and indirectly through 
friends, in which he ques- 
tioned NQddlesbrou^’s ambi- 
tion and the players' attitudes 
towards alcohol and gam- 
bling. Merson’s problems 
with both of those are wen 
known. 

After the problems with 
and subsequent departures of 
Fabrizio Ravandli. Emerson 
awri .T Ttwtnhn^ Kflddlesbrough 
have been outraged by Mer- 
SOn’S /wwwanta ana Tarnti 
said: “Everyone connected 
with Middleebrough has been 
let down by nial Merscm: tiie 
Ikns, the players, his friends. 


“Paul Merson knew how 
the club bad been treated 
other international players 
and when he came here he 
went on record saying that he 
would never treat the dub 
tiiat way. He has just treated 
tbs dub in exactly the same 
way and I hope be treats bis 
new dhb better.' 

"If be takes a nwmant to 
reflect, I lu^ he win rmnem- 
ber how everybody bent over 
backwards to accommodate 
him anrt frig gunOy's particu- 
lar jiffoblems, how the dnb 

hift rhnrfrftn 

"Zf this Is his way of repay- 
ing US 1 find it Strange, and to 
say the d ob larfcg ainhilini'^ is 
a nonsecse. WeVe built a new 
stadium, a new training 
ground and Bryan, has spent 
overESOmilUononplayers — 
an in the last fbur years. 

“And to say bis MLow play- 
ers are drlnters and gandders 
is a dnr and a libd. An the 
other players at frte dub are 


suffering because of this and 
people win read his onmfnan>a 
arid a g*"* be «aU^g Middlae - 
broo^ a Mickey AAiuse dub." 

As if his initial tirade was 
not sufflcieot. Lamb added: 
"Tb ^ay Paul Merson was 
driven out is a he.” 

Robson by comparison was 
restrained, but he pointed to 
the timing of Merson’s public 

mfwmant -qq' P HHay fflup pifwg 

and to the fact that he 
received a telephone call from 
Villa's iwanager jdm Gregory 
at gJSam that day. *T told him 
Paul was not for sale," he said. 

The next call Robson took 
from Gregory was on Satur- 
d^ night at the Walee v Italy 
matdi, but he did not want to 
speak to Gregory until he had 
seas Merson. A meeting bad 
been arranged for 9i) on Mon- 
day morning. 

At this stage matters become 
Idnrred. Merson said Middles- 

trough ffanrgUflrt the W HVi l'mg’ 
but Tawih ingjgtefl that W8S Ul> 


I true, yvbatever the timetable 
: of events, by Monday night 
.Robscm fth he had "no diolce 
but to sdl Paul'’. 

I Merson stuck to his story at 
! vnia Park yesterday, where 
he Insisted, he had been oon- 
oenied be would Ibil teck into 
! bad habits if be remained at 
I Middlesbrough.. 

After signing a oontract 
with a salary of around 
I £20,000 a week, the fbrward 
I said it was Boro’s decision to 
sell him: “Problems were 
arising with ray past addio- 
I tiicms and I was looking for a 
.more stable environmeuL I 
' was getting on towards crack- 
ing up and things were begin- 
I ningtogetootctfisoportkm. 

I ‘T don’t go around preach- 
I ing and tdling other players 
to stop gaiTihiing and drink- 
j lug. That happens whatever 
I dub you’re ^ and I am not 
' Mamfng Other players. They 
were not gamWng £20,000 a 
I time or m^thingl&e that but 


some liked a bet. AH addic- 
tions run side by side; if you 
do one, then you start doing 
the others. 

’The past 12 months have 
been very tip and down fbr 
me. It was a roner-coaster 
year. Now I need stability, 
and 1 am surp I will get that 
byoomingtoAston Yina.” 

Merson added that Robson 
had wanted to sell him to Tot- 
tenham hut he had not 
wanted to go there, if Villa 
had not come in for him, he 
said, he would have stay^ at 
the Riverside. 

The intricacies of the trans- 
fer aside, Middlesbrough's bit- 
terness stems from the special 
tT M tniiawt they had a&rded 
Merson. He had been allowed 
to retain Hertfordshire as his 
frunily base, to return late 
from the World Cup and to 
have longer breaks than the 
rest of the squad. That frieaid- 
shv and loyalty, Robson feels, 
has been abused. 


PrenUerships Leeds United 3 Southampton 0 

Top billing 
for Graham 


Ian Ross 


T he season may be too 
immature to yield 
anything other than 
broad bints but Leeds 
United are proving to be a 
model of consistency. A com- 
fortable victory over South- 
ampton extended their un- 
beaten start, moving them to 
the top of the table fbr the first 
time since they won the old 
First Diirision in 1995. 

Soufeampton. shadow of the 
side which performed with 
such passion last year, have 
now lost all four of their 
leagim games; their fight for 
survival is already under way. 

George Graham xnay have 
overseen something of a 
renaissance in Leeds’s for- 
tunes during the past two 
years but rumours of his 
possible defection to White 
Hart Lane to fill Tottenham's 
managerial vacancy have 
been greeted with something 
approaching indifference in 
West Yorkshire, a region 
where respect is a hard- 
earned commodity. 

The “George don't go" ban- 
ners were conspicuous by 
their absence, something 
which probably confirms that 
modem football supporters 
have metamorphosed into 
Q^es. insulating themselves 
against disappointment by ac- 
knowledging that nothing 
lasts forever in a sport of no 
discernible loyalty. 
Southampton rocked back 


and forth from the first whis- 
tle but Leeds, in their lem- 
mlng-like frenzy to plot a 
route to goal, were often 
guilty of reckless ffl-dlsci- 
pllne. The visitors accepted a 
largely supporting role with- 
out a whfr^r of defiance but 
with the Leeds back-line in- 
clined to drop too deep there 
was always the that a 

swift counterattack might 
provide something more than 
relief from defensive duties. 

The opening half was almost 
exclusive confined to central 
midfield which left an impa- 
tient audience with little bet- 
ter to do than berate the rtfer- 
ee Alan Wilkie for a series of 
unfethomaUe decisions. 

Leeds’s new front pairing of 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbalnk 
and Clyde WUnhard is full of 
running tf not inspiration. 
They are both bunt like foe 
business end of a lOlb lump 
hammer and there is a ten- 
dency fbr each to volunteer 
fbr tte role of battering ram. 

Hasselbalnk did find the 
ta^t midway through a dour 
and forgettable opening 
period but Wilkie saw fit to 
rule it out for an unseen in- 
fringement during the build- 
up. a misdemeanour Judged 
so malicious that WUnhard 
was cautioned. 

The ease with which Leeds 
held sway in midfield should 
have pnnrided a ^tform for 
substantial progress but. 
when In the mood, they are 
proficient at transforming 
wine Into water. 


When the breakthrough 
came it was curious but wel- 
come. Martin Hidea's cross 
frtnn the rl^t was poor but 
Southampton only partially 
deared. The ball fen at tte 
feet of Hasselbalnk who drew 
a defender before steerir^ in 
a chest-hi^ shot that would 
have gone wide of the Car post 
bad it not struck Scott Mar- 
shall and drifted beyond the 
goalkee^ Neil Moss. 

The tide was beginning to 
dismantle the sandcastles at 
last and the second half was 
stm finding its feet when 
Leeds scored again. There 
was nothii^ flute nor fortu- 
itous this time. It was a gem, 
bom out of hours of practice 
on foe trairdng ground and 
executed wonderfully on foe 
big stage. 

Southampton fbdishly con- 
ceded a free-ki^ on foe edge 
of their penalty hrea and could 
do no more than spectate and 
admire as Alf Hkaland anri 
David Hoplun set foe ball up 
for Ian Harte to sweep in a 
stunning, rising drive. 

WDohard claimed the third 
goal of . foe night for his new 
dub three minutes from time, 
turning the ball in smartly at 
the near post after the substi- 
tute David Wetherall had 
knocked across a centre from 
Harte. 


IMM I4-4-2K ManyK lidm, 
Uolenitr, Ridabe. Harla; Hophln, 
HaoiwM, Bowyer. Kamlh HaaMibahik, 
wiinhard. 

(4-I.2)- MoMi Wermr, 



Dodd, Manhali, Hiiey: Riplay. Homm. 
Palmar, andoe; BeaM. Miignea.’ 

R VWMa (Ca—dc .t»SWat>. 


At fill! stretch . . . the Leeds United striker Jimmy Floyd 
fTaecaiifaiwif tskcs off and Icuves Carlton Palmer to 
straggle in his sUpsteam doling last ni^Ps victory over 
Southampton at Glland. Itoad fwto(3Rm>h;rossk2nnajrd 


England win no prizes for popularity contesit 



Paul Weaver 


I T WAS tbatdreadflilniatrl- 
aroh MXA Ada Doom, from 
Stella Gibbons’s classic 
Cold Comfort Fkrm, who "saw 
something nasty In foe wood- 
shed" and never recovered. 

Well 1 saw something nasty 
in the classroom and ha\’e not 
recovered either. It haunted 
the memory again when foe 
England cricket squad to tour 
Australia this winter was 
announced. 

We had a sadistic English 
teacher, Mr Green, whose 
cruel habit was to sneak up 
from behind and flick the ear- 
lobe with his wooden ruler If 


the chosen pupil was not bent, 
earnestly, over the textbook. 

The nistle of his black 
gown, like the ear-buzz of the 
marauding mosquito, was foe 
only warning we received. 
And Mr Green had wrists of 
whipcord strength that would 
have put Azbaruddin to 
whifnperlng shame. 

Tbe worst moment, how- 
ever. was during the first term 
of seccmdary sehotd whm he 
gave each of us a piece of paper 
and asked us to write down 
the name of tbe classmate with 
whom we would least like to 
share a holiday. 

We all looked around, then 
wTOte "David". Everyone ex- 
cept David wrote itown David. 
Why? Because he was ... d if- 
ferenL He was very small, 
painfully shy. an orphan and 
wore a threadbare blazer and 
shabby shoes. 

Mr Green then read aloud 
foe result of this "secret" bal- 
lot and dedicated himself to 
making David's life even more 
miserable than it already was. 

We should, of course, have 
tom up the ballot paper In 


anger and disgust We should 
have followed tbe famous ex- 
ample of Aneurin Bev^ who 
hurled his inkwell at a teacher 
who was bullying a fellow 
pupil. 

But there are not many 
great men like Nye. We were 
U and med£, vrifo forobUzkg 
earlobes that made the eyes 
sting with stlfied tears. 

Today, Mr Green appears to 
have waited his way on to the 
panel oTEogland selectors and 
given the cricteters the same 
pieces oTpaper be gave us all 
those years ago. The party for 
Australia was not chosen on 
purely cricketing grounds: it 
too was a popularity contest 

Four stand out Plul Tufi^ 
Andy Caddick, BdGiddlns 
and Graeme Hick were not left 
out because of any marked in- 
ability with bat or hall 

TufheU may not spin the 
ball as be once did but he Is 
still the best spinner in Eng- 
land. He is respected te Aus- 
tralian batsmen, and the last 
time the two countries at 
The Oval a year ago, he won 
the match almost sin gle - 


handed. Instead the selectors 
chose Robert Croft, an unusu- 
ally popular cricketer who 

h-tfi a gammy IcriR^and an cppti 

gammier bowling record this 
season. 

Caddick, hitting foe seam 
and generating rare bounce, 
may be foe oaoly bowler to ttdte 
100 wickets this summer. He 
is, by a country mOe, the best 
bowler of bis type around. 

He is, however, alcmer.He 
comes protty close to being 
socially inept He can also be a 
bloody foot He says things 
about team-mates that might 
be better!^ unsaid. 

G IDDINS has been an 

outstanding last bowler 
for Warwickshire this 
season and should have been 
on the boat to Oz. Instead he 
feiled to mate one of foe four 
Bn^and touring parties and 

ofln ha fhrgippn far thin Wiig 

that this belittle to do with • 
cricteL 

He was banned from criCket 
for a year after testing positive 
for cocaine and hte action has 
also been questioned, al- 


though he has never been 
called In a first-class match. 
Understandatdybeisconsid- 
tting waUdng out cricket at 
tile end of next season fbr a 
career in the City. 

The situation with Hide is 
more complex. There Is a con- 
spincy against him. although 
this comes from some sections 
oftbe media and public as 

mufth aa an ything 

Clearly, with eight outstand- 
ing batting candidates, te and 
Jdm Crawley should have 
gone to Australia. 

Ifyon anintopoignanicv 
you should have been at Taun- 
ton last week as £Qck scored a 

brilliant century a ga ins t 58nm. 
erset while Ca(^ck bowled 
heroically to tate 11 wickets. 

It has been argued that fVed ‘ 

TV iimnan an<l .Tft hn Snn ai 

should have played more 
Ibsts than thiey eventually 
did. Little has changed. 

I would like to know what 
happened to David, who went 
on to become a great class- 
mate. But I know that he’s not 
tourlite Australia this winter 
either. 
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*^u’d turn up and you’d Just be mobbed, no one oouM 
stop it, and you’d have to get out of town quick. Other- 
wise you’d get slashed, beaten up. It was very scary.” 

On tour with the Sex Pistols 


Its, 02 page 8 


Cn^word No 21,375 

sSE by Fawii^ 



Across 


1 An ardidsm? It wiH shortly 
appear so, when speech is 
reportedly 

a PagevdthHIustratfonsIn 
pubBcationaff wa rtr i g 
regidarly(4-y 
9 Fmiale flhn star, once in 
credit, appears imrestyteh 
(B) 

10 Obtain compensation for 
serious injury 

11 Disputepreviousdeclslon— 
tessera ought to be reedigned 
(5,3/1) 

1 3,18 Mxed tfta of Chirwsa 
meal (4,4) 

14 Union resentment about sl^i 
of the effulent sector 

17 Vodferous about ardde 
editor rejected, showing 
some guts? 

18 See 13 


20 Disconcert baby owl 
aocidwteiy, and become 
very agitated ^1,9 

23 Sdruppos^blecausefor 
concern in broadsheef, briefly 
tEO 

24 “Iona” and ‘Neas” used 
ciypticaDy when approfxfiate? 

25 Regular date possible? 

Watch rt! (6,2) 

as ReducetheafleeUveneseofa 
soluflonfE) 

Down 


2 f12named caefiily, so 
contidered strtMng (4-7-3) 

3 Misting pNlatefie Item to be 

de&vered COD? (9) 

4 Unspecffied ob|(^ o( ceitaki 
aetivltfes (g) 

5 Peter and Paul wrangKng 
over dabatdile assertion? R 
may go on forew^ (S,!^ 



cMaawom aoumoN 21 ,374 


6 Is it In the way, leading to fit of 

. vexatfcNi?(4,^ 

7 A grass often eonaumed with 
anger^ 

Made an impreasion, 
gnren job for prioite dtiivery 
(W-4) 

12 See 2- 

15 Feel n after dash round 
disreputable place for a 
cockteR(5,4) 

16 hfinorreiiway used by troops 
( 8 ) . 

19 SonMwhktuppRy.outoi 
pride, subaltern is suffering 
instit5(6) 

21 Works with over half of 
switdiboard employees (9 

22 Sees 

So li itton tomorrow 


9 Stuck? Then cal our solutlans kw 
on otei an sea. c^bs cost sop 
per minute at ad amse. Service sup- 
pdedbyATS 



recycled pwcrmoal 
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